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Public Comment Period for Draft Compatibility Determination for Right of Way Permit at St. Marks 
National Wildlife Refuge 

 
The United States Fish and Wildlife Service is seeking comment on a Draft Compatibility Determination for a 
Right of Way for the Florida Department of Transportation, in Wakulla County, Florida on St. Marks National 
Wildlife Refuge(Refuge). The Refuge proposes to issue a right of way permit for Florida Department of 
Transportation to facilitate a bridge replacement on Surf Road in the Panacea Unit of the St. Marks NWR. The 
bridge replacement will require .33 acres of Refuge land to modify the current approach for the bridge. The 
replacement of the CR 372 (Surf Road) bridge over Otter Creek Rise is necessary to maintain a safe access for 
local traffic and providing a reliable hurricane evacuation route. The area of the proposed right of way is in 
highly disturbed habitat in that it is currently where people park adjacent to the bridge. 
Across the country, national wildlife refuges work closely with state and Federal agencies, Native American 
Tribes, local governments, non-governmental organizations, private partners, and the public, to engage them in 
refuge management activities and proposals.  
The mission of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is working with others to conserve, protect, and enhance fish, 
wildlife, plants, and their habitats for the continuing benefit of the American people. We are both a leader and 
trusted partner in fish and wildlife conservation, known for our scientific excellence, stewardship of lands and 
natural resources, dedicated professionals, and commitment to public service. For more information on our 
work and the people who make it happen, visit www.fws.gov. 
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