
E-Tagging & E-Creel



Anadromous Fisheries ~550 River Miles 



Why E-Tag?
Primarily  for angler convenience
Fish Management efficiencies and estimate precision
 Eliminates effort estimates that are time consuming and 
increases accident risk (1/2-1/3 of shift is counting)

2021-2022 Began the process to establish E-Tagging/E-
Creel
April 1, 2024-E-Tagging available to the public
April 25, 2024-E-Creel was implemented 

E-Tag E-Creel

Why E-Creel?
Primarily  for my sanity
A busy week of creel  required 20+ hrs of transcribing data

Paired with E-Tag, near real-time pulse on the fishery



Implementing E-Tagging/E-Creel 

• 2024-Traditional creel and E-Tag estimates simultaneously for comparisons
• Purchased E-tags-residents 21%, non-residents 29%

• 2025-Both methods continued
• Purchased E-tags- residents 23% E-Tagging, non-residents 33%

• 2026-E-Tagging (few exceptions)
• E-tagging rate (e-tagged harvest in creel/all harvest in creel) goal ~20%



2025 Spring Chinook

• Nearly all areas were estimated using E-tag
• Exceptions were areas with low e-tag rates or delayed reporting concerns





Fall Chinook Fishery 2025

• ID/WA/OR shared natural origin impacts
• For Snake River boundary waters, Idaho produces harvest and catch 

estimates
• In-season estimates produced with traditional creel (WA lack of E-option)
• Pooled E-tag/ELS data will improve accuracy in the future



Post Season Unclipped
Take summary for adult NATURAL fall Chinook Salmon 2025
Natural run past LGD 4,522

Total Snake Clearwater
5-year redd count rolling average (%) 61% 39%
Available take of natural fish 271 166 106

Harvest summary in Snake River basin for Adult UNCLIPPED fall Chinook Salmon 2025

Date LF CL 1A 1B 2 10-12 3A 3B-C 4 5
Aug 18 - Aug 24 160 90 0 0 0 3 0 0 253
Aug 25 - Aug 31 55 52 0 0 0 5 0 0 112
Sep 1 - Sep 7 2 116 60 0 0 0 5 0 0 0 183
Sep 8 - Sep 14 5 104 159 4 0 0 20 2 0 0 294
Sep 15 - Sep 21 0 46 53 0 0 0 4 0 0 0 103
Sep 22 - Sep 28 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2
Sep 29 - Oct 5 2 0 14 40 2 0 12 16 0 0 86
Oct 6 - Oct 12 1 0 41 69 1 0 24 13 0 0 149
Oct 13 - Oct 19 10 0 23 5 0 0 0 0 0 0 38
Oct 20 - Oct 26 2 0 1 0 0 0 0 2 5
Oct 27 - Oct 31 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
C & R Mortality 4.1 8.8 16 11.1 2.3 0.8 3.8 13.3 0 0 60
Total 26 490 510 130 5 1 76.8 44.3 0 2 1,285

Clearwater Basin Combined 
total

Snake Basin

                  Take summary on Snake River basin 2025 Adult NATURAL fall Chinook Salmon

Date LF CL 1A 1B 2 10-12 3A 3B-C 4 5 Snake Clearwater Total
Aug 18 - Aug 24 41.6 18.1 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.9 0.0 0.0 36 24 61
Aug 25 - Aug 31 14.3 10.5 0.0 0.0 0.0 1.4 0.0 0.0 15 11 26
Sep 1 - Sep 7 0.4 30.1 12.1 0.0 0.0 0.0 1.4 0.0 0.0 0.0 26 18 44
Sep 8 - Sep 14 1.0 27.0 32.0 1.0 0.0 0.0 5.8 0.4 0.0 0.0 38 30 67
Sep 15 - Sep 21 0.0 11.9 10.7 0.0 0.0 0.0 1.2 0.0 0.0 0.0 14 10 24
Sep 22 - Sep 28 0.0 0.0 0.4 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0 0 0
Sep 29 - Oct 5 0.4 0.0 2.8 10.0 0.2 0.0 3.5 3.2 0.0 0.0 12 8 20
Oct 6 - Oct 12 0.2 0.0 8.3 17.3 0.1 0.0 6.9 2.6 0.0 0.0 23 13 35
Oct 13 - Oct 19 2.0 0.0 4.6 1.3 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 5 3 8
Oct 20 - Oct 26 0.4 0.0 0.3 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.4 0 1 1
Oct 27 - Oct 31 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0 0 0
C & R Mortality 2.1 2.3 3.2 2.8 0.2 0.1 1.1 2.7 0.0 0.0 8 7 14
Total 6.5 127.2 102.7 32.6 0.5 0.1 22.1 8.9 0.0 0.4 177 124 301
% of total Take 2.4% 46.9% 37.9% 12.0% 0.2% 0.0% 8.2% 3.3% 0.0% 0.1% 107.2% 116.9% 111.0%

Snake Basin Allocation of total impactsClearwater Basin



Post Season Unclipped E-tag
Take summary for adult NATURAL fall Chinook Salmon 2025
Natural run past LGD 4,522

Total Snake Clearwater
5-year redd count rolling average (%) 61% 39%
Available take of natural fish 271 166 106

Harvest summary in Snake River basin for Adult UNCLIPPED fall Chinook Salmon 2025

Date LF CL 1A 1B 2 10-12 3A 3B-C 4 5
Aug 18 - Aug 24 160 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 160
Aug 25 - Aug 31 55 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 55
Sep 1 - Sep 7 2 116 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 118
Sep 8 - Sep 14 5 104 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 109
Sep 15 - Sep 21 0 46 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 46
Sep 22 - Sep 28 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Sep 29 - Oct 5 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2
Oct 6 - Oct 12 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1
Oct 13 - Oct 19 10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 10
Oct 20 - Oct 26 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2
Oct 27 - Oct 31 235 39 5 10 214 53 0 4 560
C & R Mortality 4.1 8.8 8.2 2 0.8 1 8.1 11.2 0 0 44
Total 26 490 243 41 6 11 222.1 64.2 0 4 1,107

Clearwater Basin Combined 
total

Snake Basin

                        Take summary on Snake River basin 2025 Adult NATURAL fall Chinook Salmon

Date LF CL 1A 1B 2 10-12 3A 3B-C 4 5 Snake Clearwater Total
Aug 18 - Aug 24 41.6 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 25 16 42
Aug 25 - Aug 31 14.3 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 9 6 14
Sep 1 - Sep 7 0.4 30.1 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 19 12 31
Sep 8 - Sep 14 1.0 27.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 17 11 28
Sep 15 - Sep 21 0.0 11.9 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 7 5 12
Sep 22 - Sep 28 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0 0 0
Sep 29 - Oct 5 0.4 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0 0 0
Oct 6 - Oct 12 0.2 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0 0 0
Oct 13 - Oct 19 2.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 1 1 2
Oct 20 - Oct 26 0.4 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0 0 0
Oct 27 - Oct 31 47.3 9.8 0.5 0.7 61.6 0.0 0.8 40 81 121
C & R Mortality 2.1 2.3 1.7 0.5 0.1 0.1 2.3 2.3 0.0 0.0 4 7 11
Total 6.5 127.2 49.0 10.3 0.6 0.8 64.0 2.3 0.0 0.8 123 138 261
% of total Take 2.4% 46.9% 18.1% 3.8% 0.2% 0.3% 23.6% 0.8% 0.0% 0.3% 74.4% 130.7% 96.3%

Snake Basin Allocation of total impactsClearwater Basin



Chinook

Season Limits?
95% Tagged Less Than 5 98% Tagged Less Than Five



2025 COHO

• Coho angling/harvest is spatially and temporally unique (2 primary 
locations and an early bird gets the worm)

• Minor modifications to sampling and E-Tag allowed for the first 
decent harvest estimate in the fishery

71 Anglers tagged 179 Coho



Positives of E-Tagging

Ease of tagging a fish. No more pen and knife needed.

Most users always have phone on hand and don’t forget tag at home.

Reduces issuing duplicate tags.

No faded ink on permit

Generally, works offline

Can validate permit with another’s phone.

I can see real time tagging data. Helps me plan my day when I see where fish are being caught. This was very beneficial in early 
parts of Season.

Can observe real-time e-tag submissions
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