Lower Hatchie National Wildlife Refuge
Noell Unit

Lower Hatchie National Wildlife Refuge (NWR) is located in Lauderdale and Tipton  Counties and is bisected by the Hatchie River. Lower Hatchie NWR’s primary purpose is to provide  high-quality habitat for migrating and wintering waterfowl. Waterfowl use the refuge for feeding, loafing, pair bonding, and roosting and peak winter waterfowl numbers often exceed 100,000 ducks and geese. Agricultural crops are rich in carbohydrates and help waterfowl maintain body temperature during cold weather periods and replenish energy used during migration. Each year Lower Hatchie NWR provides high-energy “hot” foods in the form of suitable crops to support waterfowl in the Mississippi Alluvial Valley.
The Noell Unit of Lower Hatchie NWR located near Henning, TN contains approximately 125 acres of farmable land. Producers may farm this unit on a split cost share with a percentage of the acreage planted for wildlife and left standing for the refuge share.
Crops including corn, soybeans, wheat, and millet are allowed. Currently, GMO crop seed is allowed, however, neonicotinoid seed treatments are not allowed. Cooperative farming agreements may be renewed annually and extended up to five years. 

Applications are available at Chickasaw National Wildlife Refuge headquarters or via email upon request.  Completed applications may be emailed to Xavier_Cathey@fws.gov or submitted by mail or hand delivery to the refuge headquarters at 1505 Sand Bluff Rd., Ripley, TN 38063.  Applications must be received by February 20, 2026.  The cooperator will be selected through an open and competitive process.  All applicants will be notified by March 2, 2026.  For more details, please contact Xavier Cathey at 731-635-7621 or xavier_cathey@fws.gov. 
