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 Smoke may be visible from occasional pile burns from January through May at Rocky 
Mountain Arsenal National Wildlife Refuge 

 
COMMERCE CITY– Beginning Monday, January 12, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service will 
burn piles of woody debris on the Rocky Mountain Arsenal National Wildlife Refuge. Weather 
permitting, the pile burns will occur periodically through May. Smoke may be visible for several 
miles and people in the area may smell smoke.  
 
Safety is the number one priority, and each pile burn is carefully planned with wildland 
firefighters and fire professionals to ensure the safety of the surrounding community, neighbors 
and firefighters. Certain criteria must be met for these piles to be burned, including the ideal 
weather and wind conditions and tracking the air quality in the area. These criteria are outlined in 
a burn plan that is thoroughly reviewed before each implementation. All pile burns are conducted 
within the requirements of a smoke permit issued by the State of Colorado. 
 
These piles are made from the slash left after thinning and cutting trees like the invasive Russian 
olive. 
 
More information is available on prescribed fire smoke and effects to your health. 

 
-FWS- 

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service works with others to conserve, protect, and enhance fish, 
wildlife, plants, and their habitats for the continuing benefit of the American people. For more 
information, visit www.fws.gov and connect with us on social media: Facebook, Instagram, X 
(formerly known as Twitter), LinkedIn, Flickr, and YouTube. 
 

https://cdphe.colorado.gov/wood-smoke-and-your-health
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fws.gov%2F&data=05%7C01%7CLaury_Marshall%40fws.gov%7C0d70701c95a14f5e43ce08da95c297de%7C0693b5ba4b184d7b9341f32f400a5494%7C0%7C0%7C637986960244277359%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=IJNtbm2F8Gui3C1VbGpQwT%2F5KkZ3Wf8uYmKpdWdLLaU%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fusfws&data=05%7C01%7CLaury_Marshall%40fws.gov%7C0d70701c95a14f5e43ce08da95c297de%7C0693b5ba4b184d7b9341f32f400a5494%7C0%7C0%7C637986960244277359%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=hN%2FhlkjGMRnyL4g6EJ2F1Af2IjL3Q8sd7CAlUwrzEiI%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.instagram.com%2Fusfws%2F&data=05%7C01%7CLaury_Marshall%40fws.gov%7C0d70701c95a14f5e43ce08da95c297de%7C0693b5ba4b184d7b9341f32f400a5494%7C0%7C0%7C637986960244277359%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=aYWGJ6n1nsFbTP7ovd7%2BbebgHKaJgOTTCH2gPxGnEGQ%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2Fusfws&data=05%7C01%7CLaury_Marshall%40fws.gov%7C0d70701c95a14f5e43ce08da95c297de%7C0693b5ba4b184d7b9341f32f400a5494%7C0%7C0%7C637986960244277359%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Tcme2QZaFpgeWpv21Mq3PkUHkZdUjGtI6FFz7azb9pI%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.linkedin.com%2Fcompany%2Fusfws&data=05%7C01%7CLaury_Marshall%40fws.gov%7C0d70701c95a14f5e43ce08da95c297de%7C0693b5ba4b184d7b9341f32f400a5494%7C0%7C0%7C637986960244277359%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=9pkRm7XQgzYHcOak%2BdARFvqkvCbjrfMvpWIFafwPu00%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.flickr.com%2Fphotos%2Fusfwshq&data=05%7C01%7CLaury_Marshall%40fws.gov%7C0d70701c95a14f5e43ce08da95c297de%7C0693b5ba4b184d7b9341f32f400a5494%7C0%7C0%7C637986960244277359%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=MW0po4dYmMKTlpzD5VfeUn6nmgnVdpbx2HtcNDSmdM8%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fuser%2FUSFWS&data=05%7C01%7CLaury_Marshall%40fws.gov%7C0d70701c95a14f5e43ce08da95c297de%7C0693b5ba4b184d7b9341f32f400a5494%7C0%7C0%7C637986960244277359%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=cw08w08Isv2lwWNsRUNxf8DFQZJaSwMANh%2Fq%2BhijDv4%3D&reserved=0

