Minidoka National Wildlife Refuge seeking public comments on state grant funding for visitor facility improvements
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Minidoka National Wildlife Refuge (NWR) staff are seeking public feedback on a grant proposal to the Idaho Parks and Recreation. The refuge is seeking grant funding from the Idaho Department of Parks and Recreation for a new vault toilet by the Smith Springs boating lane at Minidoka National Wildlife Refuge, which lies along the Snake River, 19 miles east of Burley. The funding would come from the Waterways Improvement Fund. 
As part of the grant application process, public input is essential to prioritize this project for people who recreate in this area. The public’s feedback is important to this process, especially from the people who use and enjoy the area.
If funded, Minidoka NWR is proposing to purchase and install an ADA compliant single user vault toilet, which would reduce human waste and toilet paper from the habitat and shoreline, creating a more inviting, clean and sanitary place to visit. Lack of a restroom at this popular site on Minidoka NWR has led to persistent human waste and toilet paper accumulation along the shoreline of the Snake River, presenting both environmental and public health concerns.
Comments must be received by Jan 21, 2026. If the grant is awarded, the work is anticipated to take place in summer of 2026.
Comments may be sent electronically to Hailey Jacobson, wildlife technician, at Southeast_Idaho_NWR@fws.gov or by mail to Minidoka NWR, Attn: Hailey Jacobson, Minidoka National Wildlife Refuge, 961 E Minidoka Dam, Rupert, ID, 83350. Please contact the Minidoka NWR office at 208-436-3589 if you would like more information about the grant application.
The Smith Springs area of Minidoka National Wildlife Refuge is the only access point to the Smith Springs boating lane along the Snake River and hosts multiple boat launches. The area is popular for boating, fishing for trout and smallmouth bass, and hiking.

