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Welcome to the Junior Ranger Program
at the Culebra National Wildlife Refuge
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Complete the names of  the cays 
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Information Sign in Front of  the Office

True or False
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CayCay

5 mph   20 mph  40 mph
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Hiking Trail
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 DANGER
POISONOUS

Manchineel Tree
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�����£������The sap of the entire tree is poisonous and acidic..

��������Smoke from burning the leaves can cause serious irritation.

¤������Even a small bite can cause blisters and allergic reactions.
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Warnings



Draw one (1) animal you saw that caught your attention.

Did you leave a note in the mailbox?
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A piece of  plastic

An animal track

Something that can 
be recycled

A native plant

An insect

A bird feather

A yellow leaf

A body of  water

SCAVENGER HUNT
Check     each item you spot from the list.

Name:  _______________ 

A piece of  trash

A flower

A yellow or red fruit

A spider web

A fungus or lichen

A rock

A bird

A cloud shape

Date: _______________
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conservation
 bird
turtle

endangered
protect
ocean

 mangrove
refuge

boa
crab

Word Search



Learn Some Knots!

https://www.animatedknots.com/complete-knot-list
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Square Knot

Square Knot

 Loop Knot

Half  Knot or Overhand Knot
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U.S Fish & Wildilfe Service

������������������
Family:  Leguminosae

Description

Biological Information

Threats References

Conservation Measures

Distribution

Cóbana Negra

Cóbana Negra is a medium-sized tree (can 

reach between 25 and 50 feet tall, with a trunk 

up to one and a half  feet in diameter). Its leaf  is 

composed of  12 to 17 leaflets, which have on 

their lower side small glands that look like 

black spots. The flowers are pale cream 

and are produced between March and 

May, depending on the rainfall. The 

fruit is a little fleshy, with a pleasant smell 

(aromatic smell similar to that of  the 

soursop) and bright color. Each fruit contains a 

single seed (hence the species name "monos-

perma"). The name of  the genus honors the 

memory of  Agustín Stahl, considered the first 

Puerto Rican naturalist.

Cóbana Negra belongs to a large family of  plants 
(Leguminosae), which has approximately 700 
genera and more than 17,000 species. This 
family, which is distributed practically all over 
the world, is very important for man. From many 
species of  this group dyes, ornamental plants 
and seeds for food are obtained, both for man 
and for domestic animals. To this family belong 
species that are known, such as the beans and 
tamarind, as well as the moriviví, the flamboyán 
and the caoba. Stahlia is a unique genus from 
Puerto Rico and Española. Little is known about 
the species of  this group. The only one that is 
also commonly known is one of  the species that 
make up the reserve of  Mona Island. Twelve of  
the trees of  this island can obtain high economic 
values, such as sculptor trees and species that 
also retain the bark and wood for tanning and 
medicinal use. As for the Cóbana Negra, it has 
also been used as firewood, and the seeds of  
the Cóbana also floated.

This species is unique to Puerto Rico, Vieques 
and the Dominican Republic. In all three islands 
it is considered a very rare (uncommon). In 
Puerto Rico, it is mainly found in the southwest 
and northeast of  the island.

La Cóbana was highly sought 
after and harvested in the past 
for producing excellent Bark. 
This activity especially affected 
mature and reproductive 
individuals (those of  older age 
and size). At present, its 
biggest threat is industrial 
development and the uncontro-
lled development of  the coastal 
zones of  the island.

Little, E.L. and F.H. 

Wadsworth. 1964. Common 

trees of  Puerto Rico and the 

Virgin Islands. U.S. Depart-

ment of  Agriculture. 

Agriculture Handbook No. 

249.

U.S. Fish and Wildlife 

Service. 1996. Stahlia 

monosperma (cóbana 

negra) Recovery Plan. U.S. 

Fish and Wildlife Service, 

Atlanta, GA. 15 pp.

Call the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service, Carib-
bean Office, at 787/851 
7297, or write to P.O. 
Box 491, Boquerón, 
Puerto Rico 006.

Cóbana is protected by the 
Endangered Species Act of  
Extinction from 5 April 1990, 
under the Endangered and 
Vulnerable Species Act. The 
Department of  Natural and 
Environmental Resources and 
the Federal Fish and Wildlife 
Service are implementing 
recovery projects to spread 
the species, with the purpose 
of  planting trees in protected 
areas.

More Information



Complete the sentences with the missing information. 

The highlighted letters will form the secret word.

1. The scientific name of the Cóbana black is _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  _ _ _ _ A. 

2. This species is endemic to Puerto Rico and the  D _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ . 

3. Cóbana negra is classified as a species in  _ _ _ _ _ R of extinction.

4. The fruit is slightly fleshy and B_ _ _ _ _  in color.

5. The wood of the Cóbana negra is hard and resistant to T _ _ _ _ _ _ _ . 

6. The Cóbana negra is well known for its  _ _ _ K.

Secret word: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  (Another word for protection)

12
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Anolis roosevelti
Family: Iguanidae
Order: Squamata

U.S Fish & Wildilfe Service

Giant Lizard of  Culebra

Description

Threats

Conservation Measures

References

For More Information

Biological Information

Distribution

The Giant Culebra Lizard is similar in proportion to 

the green lizard of  Puerto Rico, Anolis cuvieri, 
except that the head is thinner and pointed and the 

body is, in general, longer. 

The color the mature big specimens collected in 

1931 was brownish gray with two light bands on 

each side of  the body, had a clear spot on each 

side of  the head, yellow, yellow brown eyelids and 

whitish belly.

Deforestation of  mature forest areas in 
Culebra is considered to be the main cause 
of  the apparent disappearance of  this 
species.

The Culebra giant anole was included in the 

federal list of  endangered species in 1977, 

and the Federal Fish and Wildlife Service 

designated as critical habitat certain mature 

forest areas in the northern part of  Culebra. 

Killing, collecting, capturing, trapping, 

buying or selling an endangered species, as 

well as parts or products derived therefrom, 

are violations of  the federal Endangered 

Species Act of  1973 (as amended) and can 

carry a fine of  up to $100,000 and/or one 

year in prison.

Carr, T. and A. Carr. 1977. The reptiles and 

terrestrial reptiles of  Culebra Island. U.S. 

Fish and Wildlife Service, Atlanta, Georgia. 

Contract 14-16-0008-2089. 28 pp.

Ocaso, A. 1987. Culebra’s giant anole status 

determination study. Final report. Depart-

ment of  Natural Resources. San Juan, 

Puerto Rico.

Grant, C. 1931. A new species and notes 

upon the herpetology of  the Puerto Rican 

region. J. Department of  Agriculture, 

15:235-242.

Grant, C. 1932. Reptileological notes from 

the Puerto Rican region. J. Department of  

Agriculture, 16:161-165.

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 1992. Giant 

anole recovery plan. U.S. Fish and Wildlife 

Service, Atlanta, Georgia. 19 pp.

Not much is known about the habits of  this lizard. 

The specimen collected in 1931 was found in an 

area of  Ficus forest and limestone (Bucida buce-

ras). It is presumed to feed on fruits, insects and 

other small lizards.

Call the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 

Caribbean Office at 787/851 7297 or write 

to: P.O. Box 491, Boquerón, Puerto Rico 

00622

It is known from the island of  Culebra, although 

many years ago specimens were collected in 

Vieques, Tortola (British Virgin Islands) and St. John 

(American Virgin Islands). 

Although no sightings of  this species have been 

verified since 1932, interviews with Culebra 

residents suggest that these people may still exist, 

at least on the island of  Culebra, including areas 

close to Monte Resaca, the vicinity of  Cornelio 

Lagoon and the mount near the water tank at 

Fulladosa Point. In censuses conducted by the 

Department of  Natural and Environmental Resour-

ces in 1986 and 1987, no individuals were found of  

this species.



Fill in the missing words in the sentences below and then 

unscramble the highlighted letters to reveal the secret word.

1. The head of the Culebra G_ _ _ _ Anole is generally more slender and elongated than that of the

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ C _ N giant anole

2. The color of the Culebra Giant Anole can be described as grayish to _ _ _ W N.

3. Anolis roosevelti is believed to eat fruits, small lizards, and _ N _ _ C _ S.

4. Interviews with _ _ _ _ _ _ N _ _  of Culebra suggest that the anole may still exist.

5. This lizard has been found in areas like Mount R_ S _ _ _.

6. Years ago, specimens were collected in T _ _ T _ _ A, St. John, and Vieques.

7. The scientific name of the Culebra Giant Anole is  A_ _ _ I _   _ O O S _ _ _ _ _ _.

8. TThe main cause of the disappearance of this species is H _ _ i _ _ _destruction.

Secret word: _ _ _ _ _ _ (Another word for Anole)

14
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Culebra National Wildlife Refuge and its Animal Ambassador: 

Sooty Tern
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Sooty Tern Crossword

Across
5.   The type of habitat where the Sooty Tern lives 
7.   The level of concern for the conservation status of the Sooty Tern
10.  Average number of eggs laid per season

1. The feathers of the Sooty Tern are not

2.   The season when the Sooty Tern returns to land

3.   Life at sea for Sooty Terns

4.   The shape of the Sooty Tern’s tail

6.   The Sooty Tern takes these 1–2 second  while flying

8.   Sooty Terns strut and bow to each other in this ritual

9.   The color of the Sooty Tern’s beak is

Down

17
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Find 5 differences between the Sooty Tern (top 2 photos) and the Royal Tern 

(bottom 2 photos)!

1. _______________________________________________________________________________

2. _______________________________________________________________________________

3. _______________________________________________________________________________

4. _______________________________________________________________________________

5. _______________________________________________________________________________

Foto:Dave Irving

Foto:Marie-Josée D'Amour

Foto:Gary Stephenson

Foto:dklaughman



Leptocereus grantianus
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Leptocereus grantianus Crossword

Across
5.  The flowers of this cactus are ______
6.  The number of known populations of this cactus is ______
7.  One of the main threats to this cactus is coastal ______
9.  This cactus is ______ to Culebra

1. The type of action USFWS is taking for this cactus is ______

2.   Tourism and residential development are modifying its ______

3.   This cactus is listed as a species in ______ of extinction

4.   Types of projects are being carried out in nurseries ______

8.   Compared to other cacti, this one has few ______

Down

7

9

1

3

5

2

6

4

8
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Activity 3
Connect the Dots

Do I have long legs or 
short legs?

Do I have a straight beak or 
a hooked beak?

Do I have sharp claws, short 
nails, or webbed feet?

1
2 3

4
5

6
7

8

9

10

11

12

1413

1617
18

19

20

21

22

2324

25

26
27

28 29 30

31

32

33

34

35
36

37

38
39

15

Wilson’s Plover (Charadrius wilsonia)

I’m small but powerful! I have long 
legs for digging nests in the sand and 
chasing away intruders. I use my 
short, thick beak to catch insects and 
crabs.

American Kestrel (Falco sparverius) Sooty Tern (Onychoprion fuscatus)

I’m a fierce hunter! I have sharp 
claws and excellent vision that help 
me catch small mammals, insects, 
and birds. I’m the smallest falcon in 
North America.

I’m a master of flight! I spend most of 
my life in the air and only land to nest. 
My sharp beak helps me catch fish 
and squid as I glide over the ocean.
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I saw...

I heard...

I smelled...

I felt...

I wish I could taste...

������������������
�­�����������
����������������
����������
������������
�����������
��������­�
��������

Use your senses—sight, hearing, smell, and touch.
Imagine how you can learn about the world around you.

 (Do NOT taste anything on the trail or path.)
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Peperomia wheeleri Crossword

Across
4.  Propagation projects for future ______ are being carried out in Culebra.
5.  The flower arrangement of this plant grows in elongated clusters in the shape of ______.
7.  The habitat of these species is defined by large ______.
8.  The number of known populations of this plant in Culebra is ______.

1. Most populations of this plant are ______ within the Culebra National Wildlife Refuge.

2.   In 2009, two populations of these species were planted in the forest of ______.

3.   The habitat of this species is defined by large rocks and where ______ accumulates.

6.   Peperomia wheeleri is a perennial herbaceous plant with ______ leaves.

Down

7

8
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1
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3
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