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Proposed Listing of Monarch Butterfly

I o b On December 12, 2024, the Service published a proposed rule to list the monarch
» butterfly as a threatened species. This large butterfly with bright orange wings
. and black veins is one of the most iconic and well-known species across North
America. Monarchs go through 3-4 generations per year. Each generation has an
' egg, caterpillar, chrysalis, and adult stage. The egg and caterpillar stages occur
only on species of milkweed, whereas adults survive by nectaring on a variety of
flowering plants. Monarchs in Michigan are part of the eastern migratory
population that overwinter in Mexico. This population begins the year in Mexico
before making their way north over the course of multiple generations. Monarchs
can be seen in Michigan as early as the end of their second generation in late
spring through their fall southbound migration. This long-distance migration to
y overwintering sites can be over 3,000 km and last over two months.
The eastern population of monarch has declined by approximately 80 percent. While there is no known
single cause for the monarch’s decline, common threats include habitat loss, insecticide exposure and
climate change. Listing the monarch as threatened allows for species-specific protections as well as
flexibilities to encourage conservation under section 4(d) of the ESA. The proposed 4(d) rule is
intended to incentivize proactive conservation efforts and allows actions that have beneficial or minimal
impacts to monarchs and that do not threaten the species’ overall population. 4(d) rules can incentivize
known beneficial actions for a species by removing or reducing regulatory burden associated with those

Proposed 4(d) rule section of the proposed rule. To learn more about monarch and the proposed
listing rule visit our Monarch Website. Through spring 2025, FWS is gathering public comments and
encourage the submission of any new information. You can submit public comments through
regulations.gov until March 12, 2025. Over the rest of the year, FWS will review these comments and
issue a final decision. Protections would not apply until the effective date of a final rule. The nationwide
monarch CCAA, which can provide Michigan’s road agencies with regulatory assurance for covered
activities on transportation land, is still open for enrollment until the effective date of a final rule.

Update on FHWA, FRA, FTA Range-wide Programmatic for Listed Bats

The FHWA FRA FTA range-wide bat programmatic consultation was recently updated! Some of the major
changes are the inclusion of the proposed endangered tricolored bat, coverage of activities that extend more
than 300 feet beyond the road or rail surface, the identification of minimum culvert sizes that are suitable for
listed bats, and the inclusion of compensatory mitigation for northern long-eared bat. To implement these
changes, the FHWA dkey is currently unavailable in IPaC. We hope to have the FHWA dkey back up in IPaC by
the end of February. Until then, projects that want to rely on the FHWA programmatic regarding impacts to
listed bats can use the Project Submittal Form. The FHWA Dkey may be the best option for federally funded
transportation projects that only wish to consult on listed bats or wish to mitigate for potential impacts to bats
through in-lieu fee contributions. For most transportation projects in Michigan, we recommend using the All-
Species Michigan Dkey, rather than the FHWA dkey, since it will assist you in making determinations for all
species on your official species list, including listed bats.
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I received both my bachelor's and master's degrees from North 53&
Dakota State University. My bachelor’s degree was in Zoology
while my master’s degree was in Natural Resources Management
focusing on wetland conditions as they related to plant community
composition and the ecological drivers of the species composition.
I began working for the FWS in the spring of 2022 at the North
Dakota Ecological Services Field Office and came to the Michigan
Field Office in December of 2024. In my free time I enjoy spending
my days running, hiking, camping, fishing, traveling, trying new
breweries, or doing nature photography. You can contact me at
517-325-9002 or seth_jones@fws.gov.
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Rayed Bean - FWS
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Snuffbox and rayed bean are two of Michigan’s endangered mussels. Both
mussels are very small, less than 3 inches, and live up to 15 - 20 years.
Both species are found in southeast Michigan and are threatened by
destruction and modification of their habitat, pollution, sedimentation,
and invasive species such as zebra mussel. These mussels have a
complicated life history that is tightly linked to freshwater fishes.
Fertilized eggs develop into larvae, called glochidia, in the female
mussels. Glochidia are then released from the female and must attach to
the gills, fins, or body of a fish. After several weeks, the glochidia free
themselves from their fish host, drift to the substrate, and begin their
lives as juvenile mussels. This mussel-host fish relationship helps disperse
the basically immobile mussel within and between aquatic systems.
Consequently, host fish and habitat are very important to these mussel
species. To help protect these important components of snuffbox and
rayed bean’s lifecycles, on December 13, 2024, the Service published a
proposed rule designating critical habitat for four species of mussel,
including snuffbox and rayed bean. In Michigan we are proposing to
designate approximately 59 river miles in 5 units as critical habitat for the
rayed bean in the following areas: Black River, Mill Creek, Pine River, and
Belle River in St. Clair County; River Raisin in Lenawee County; and Clinton
River in Oakland County. In Michigan we are also proposing to designate
approximately 65 river miles in 3 units as critical habitat for the snuffbox
in the following areas: Grand and Flat Rivers in Kent and Ionia counties;
Clinton River in Oakland County; and Huron River in Livingston County.
Should this rule be finalized, the designated critical habitat would then
need to be included in the evaluation of effects of federal actions as part
of Section 7 consultation. Critical habitat does not add additional
protections outside of the consultation process. For example, this
designation would not affect transportation projects that are not funded,
authorized, or carried out by a federal agency.

The Michigan Field Office transportation liaisons are Seth Jones and Michelle Kane. You can reach Seth at
seth_jones@fws.gov or 517-325-9002. You can reach Michelle at michelle_kane@fws.gov or 517-580-5640.
For copies of past newsletters, please visit the Michigan Transportation Library.
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