










 

 

     

       
     

      
       

     
       

 

        
      

        
       

      
      

         
       

    
      

 

           
        

     
       

        
       
         

      
        

       
        

      
      

       
      
       

        

 

 

             
       

       
      

       
       

      
       
         

      
        

     

 

        
       

       
          

          

 

      
      
     

     
      

    
     

       
      

                 

History of the Center for Pollinator Conservation

Pollinators face a growing crisis with serious 
implications for our natural ecosystems, 
agricultural security, and economy. Habitat loss, 
pesticide use, and climate change are increasing 
species vulnerabilities and driving population 
declines, leading to less resilient systems. 

Pollinators were at the forefront when the first 
invertebrate species gained federal protection in 
1976, under the Endangered Species Act of 1973. 
The first listed pollinator was the Schaus 
swallowtail butterfly. Today, iconic species, like 
the monarch butterfly and the American 
bumblebee, are joined by a growing list of more 
the 90 at-risk pollinators that require urgent 
science-based solutions and innovative 
collaborations to support their conservation. 

In 2014, the U.S. Fish and It was the decline of 
the monarch that launched a broader effort to 
increase pollinator habitat and increase 
awareness of challenges facing all pollinators. As 
we continue investigating and exploring, it is clear 
that pollinators are interconnected and many of 
them are facing declines across the globe. As the 
premier wildlife and conservation agency, we 
understand that it is our responsibility to address 
monarch and pollinator conservation. A focus on 
pollinators also benefits a broad array of other 
species – amplifying our conservation mission, 
expanding our partnerships and offering novel 
ways of working together to tackle increasingly 
complex environmental challenges. We are still 
learning and encouraging others to work along 
side us to engage in pollinator conservation. 

On June 23, 2022, the Center for Pollinator 
Conservation was established under the guidance 
of the agency. The Center for Pollinator 
Conservation collaborates with federal and state 
agencies, Tribes and additional partners such as 
energy, oil and gas, timber, agriculture, and 
academia to connect, coordinate and communicate 
on pollinator conservation efforts. The Center works 
to improve the state of pollinator science and assist 
partners in implementing conservation actions that 
benefit their operations and pollinators in the U.S. 
and North America. 

In two years, the Center became operationalized as 
a virtual collaborative space. Thanks to the 
innovative thinkers that contributed to the creation 
of the Center. It now has ten full-time staff. The 
Center primarily focuses on three strategic areas: 

· Applied  Science  –  Innovating  and  investing  in 
learning  and  making  information  accessible  and 
applicable. 

· Collaboration  –  Connecting  and  empowering  a 
networked  community  to  solve  issues  facing 
pollinators. 

· Engagement  –  Inspiring  conservation  through 
communication,  amplifying  successes,  and 
developing  the  workforce  of  the  future. 

Today, the Center for Pollinator Conservation 
continues to co-develop and implement strategic 
initiatives, provide value-added leadership, increase 
coordination capacity, amplify on-going successes, 
learn from challenges, deliver solutions, inspire 
conservation actions through strategic 
communications and accelerate the agency’s 
mission. The Center welcomes anyone interested in 
conserving pollinators to join them. 

Background image: A field of purple coneflowers and yellow black-eyed Susan flowers . Photo by T. Caldwell/USFWS. 
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https://www.fws.gov/program/center-pollinator-conservation

