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APPLICANT INFORMATION

Name (Proposal Submitter): _________________________________________________

Partner Name (if applicable): ________________________________________________

Name of Business or Farm: _________________________________________________

Mailing Address:  _________________________________________________________	

Tax ID #: ________________________________________________________________ 	
 
Business Phone Number: ___________________________________________________
	(Is this a mobile phone capable of receiving and sending text message ( Y / N circle one)	

E-mail Address: ___________________________________________________________ 	

Current Pesticide Applicator’s License:  Yes ____ No (Check One) ____	Type: ___________ Expiration: ___________	


BID INFORMATION

The Cooperator will be credited annually for habitat and/or facility maintenance performed on the Refuge using the Share-In-Kind values listed in the Plan of Operation (issued when awarded). The Refuge will document the values of work performed credited against the land rental rate. Rental rates are derived based on the cooperator’s bid, consideration of fair market value, and the quality of each pasture as assessed by the Refuge. Applicants should estimate the cost per acre for use of refuge lands.

Write your bid amount for the corresponding Unit(s) in the space(s) provided below. 

Unit Name: Resort Drive      *Bid Amount ($/acre/month): _________________

* For example, a bid of $11.50 would result in a rental rate of $253 per month or $1,644.50.00 for 6.5 months use. 


PROPOSED ACTIVITIES

1. Describe the farming activities that you would conduct on Refuge lands if awarded this cooperative agricultural agreement. Include a detailed description of the timing and application of methods that may include the following: mowing, grazing, and haying (green chopping/silage included). Methods should aim to achieve ideal pasture condition by the end of October characterized as having a vegetation mix of pasture grasses and clover that is a maximum of two to four inches in height containing less than ten percent cover of undesirable invasive plants.


2. Describe site specific recommendations for improving the current condition of this unit to achieve refuge goals that you would employ in the first year of the cooperative agricultural agreement if awarded. Direct observations of the site may be required to adequately respond to this question.





ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

1. Describe your experience in managing lowland pastures, especially personal experience on Refuge lands or comparable conservation lands, including intimate knowledge of soil composition, chemistry, moisture, fertility, water needs, pest problems, etc.




2. Describe your experience in farming/grazing operations including the number years, acres farmed, types of crops, equipment utilized or other related experience.




3. Please describe additional in-kind services you are willing to provide or that may be beneficial to management of this unit (e.g. mowing, disking, erosion mitigation, constructing and maintaining fence to contain livestock, levee construction and laser leveling).




4. If proposing grazing on the refuge unit, describe how this use will be implemented including your response time to escaped livestock?




5. List all available equipment that is available and accessible for use on this Refuge unit (must be in good working condition, for example harvesters, tractors, implements, trucks & trailers). Attach additional sheets if necessary.




6. Describe your experience using mechanical and chemical methods to treat and control invasive plants in lowland pastures. Commonly treated plants include Himalayan Blackberry, Reed Canary Grass, and Baltic Rush (juncus spp.) 




7. List the names and roles of additional personnel that you will use to manage this site if applicable. 







Certification: I hereby certify that I have read and, if selected, agree to the permit conditions listed in the bid package. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service reserves the right to reject any or all bids. I further certify that the information submitted in this bid sheet is complete and accurate to the best of my knowledge and belief. I understand that any false statement herein may subject me to the criminal penalties of 18 U.S.C. 1001.


Signature:_______________________________________________		Date:  _____________________




NOTICES

All information you provide will be considered in reviewing this application. False, fictitious, or fraudulent statements or representations made in the application may be grounds for revocation of the permit and may be punishable by fine or imprisonment (18 U.S.C. 1001).

PRIVACY ACT STATEMENT

Authority: The information requested is authorized by the National Wildlife Refuge System Administration Act (16 U.S.C. 668dd-ee) and the Refuge Recreation Act (16 U.S.C. 460k-460k-4).

Purpose: To collect the applicant’s information to process permits allowing for commercial activities such as: guiding hunters, anglers or other outdoor users; commercial filming; agriculture; rental of cabins and trapping while on the National Wildlife Refuge System.

Routine Uses: The information will be used by the refuge’s administrative office for processing Commercial Activity Special Use permits. More information about the routine uses maybe found in the Systems of Records Notice, FWS-5 National Wildlife Refuge Special Use Permits.

Disclosure: Providing the information is voluntary. However, submission of information is required to process and approve commercial activity usage on the National Wildlife Refuge System.

PAPERWORK REDUCTION ACT STATEMENT

We are collecting this information subject to the Paperwork Reduction Act (44 U.S.C. 3501) to evaluate the qualifications, determine eligibility, and document permit applicants and to respond to requests made under the Freedom of Information Act and the Privacy Act of 1974. The information that you provide is required to obtain or retain a benefit; however, failure to provide all required information is sufficient cause for the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to deny a permit. False, fictitious, or fraudulent statements or representations made in the application may be grounds for revocation of the Special Use Permit and may be punishable by fine or imprisonment (18 U.S.C. 1001). According to the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, an agency may not conduct or sponsor and a person is not required to respond to a collection of information unless it displays a currently valid OMB control number. OMB has approved this information collection and assigned control number 1018-0102.

ESTIMATED BURDEN STATEMENT

The public reporting burden for this information collection varies based on the requested specific refuge use. We estimate the relevant public reporting burden for the Commercial Activity Special Use Permit Application form to average 1 hour per response, including the time for reviewing instructions, searching existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of information. Send comments regarding this burden estimate or any other aspect of this collection of information, including suggestions for reducing this burden, to the Service Information Clearance Officer, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 5275 Leesburg Pike, MS: AMAD-ARM-PPM, Falls Church, VA 22041-3803, or via email to Info_Coll@fws.gov. Please do not send your completed form to this address.
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