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1 [bookmark: _1_Description_of_the_action_][bookmark: _Toc191029938]Description of the Action
1.1 [bookmark: _1.1_Project_name_][bookmark: _Toc191029939]Project Name
Project Title

1.2 [bookmark: _1.2_Executive_summary_][bookmark: _Toc191029940]Executive Summary
Based on the information you provided, write a short, high-level summary of your project. Ideally, this should be one paragraph.

1.3 [bookmark: _1.3_Effect_determination_summary_][bookmark: _Toc191029941]Effect Determination Summary

	SPECIES (COMMON NAME)
	SCIENTIFIC NAME
	LISTING STATUS
	PRESENT IN ACTION AREA
	EFFECT DETERMINATION

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


[bookmark: _1.4_Project_description_]
1.4 [bookmark: _Toc191029942]Project Description
1.4.1 [bookmark: _1.4.1_Location_][bookmark: _Toc191029943]Location
Map showing the location of the project site.

[bookmark: Location]LOCATION
County, State or other description

1.4.2 [bookmark: _1.4.2_Description_of_project_habitat_][bookmark: _Toc191029944]Description of project habitat
[bookmark: PROMPT:_Describe_the_various_habitat_pre]This section describes the habitat present on the project site, including habitat quality and distribution, and any site surveys or habitat assessments that have been conducted. 

1.4.3 [bookmark: _1.4.3_Project_proponent_information_][bookmark: _1.4.4_Project_purpose_][bookmark: _Toc191029945]Project purpose
Clearly describe the purpose and need for the proposed project, including a brief description of all proposed actions in relation to the defined needs. Essentially, explain why the project is being proposed; for example, to provide new road access, to provide housing, etc.

1.4.4 [bookmark: _1.4.5_Project_type_and_deconstruction_][bookmark: _Toc191029946]Project type and deconstruction
The first step in analyzing your project is to identify the type of project and the structures and activities that it entails. Afterward, each activity and structure will be analyzed in turn.

In this section, deconstruct (or, subdivide) the proposed action into all of its activities and structures, including all of the project elements (e.g., construction, operation, maintenance). For each activity and structure, describe the "who, what, when, where, and how" at an appropriate level of detail for evaluating the exposure and response of the species and critical habitats to that activity.

The activities and structures you identify will provide the headings under which the Effects Analysis (i.e., effects of the action) for the species and critical habitat will be organized in Section 2 below and in your final document (i.e., biological assessment or other environmental review document). Later you will describe each activity and structure in greater detail.

For this section, consider all activities related to the following portions of your project, where applicable:
· Project timeline and sequencing
· Site preparation
· Construction access and staging
· Post-project site restoration
· Conservation and compensation activities (both on- and off-site)
· [bookmark: _1.4.5.1_Project_map_]Operations and maintenance
1.4.4.1 [bookmark: _1.4.5.2_prepare_the_project_site_(terre][bookmark: _bookmark10][bookmark: _Hlk190963129]Activity 1
To consider the effects of this activity on listed species, you need to determine its timing and scope along with the elements of the land, air, and water that could be impacted. This information will form the basis of the species impact analysis you will do later. Repeat for each activity.

[bookmark: Activity_start_date]ACTIVITY START AND END DATES

[bookmark: Activity_end_date]STRESSORS
List all stressors associated with this activity.
[bookmark: Soil_and_Sediment]
DESCRIPTION
Describe the scope, magnitude, and any other relevant details pertaining to activity 1. Provide additional information that may help USFWS to better understand the project.

1.4.5 [bookmark: _1.4.6_Anticipated_environmental_stresso][bookmark: _Toc191029947]Anticipated environmental stressors
Describe the anticipated effects of your proposed project on the aspects of the land, air and water that will occur due to the activities above. These should be based on the activity deconstructions done in the previous section and will be used to inform the action area. 

1.4.5.1 [bookmark: _1.4.6.1_Plant_Features_]Stressor 1
[bookmark: _1.4.6.4.1_Increase_in_soil_compaction_][bookmark: _bookmark12]Describe the potential impacts of your project due to this stressor, including the conservation measures that will limit these effects and the amount of actual impacts that will be realized. Repeat for each stressor.

[bookmark: Anticipated_magnitude]ANTICIPATED MAGNITUDE
How much “stressor 1” remains after implementing the above conservation measures, and how did the conservation measures reduce this stressor? Describe how and where this anticipated stressor will occur and provide details about how the proposed conservation measures decreased this stressor's overall occurrence.

[bookmark: Conservation_measures]CONSERVATION MEASURES
	List conservation measures to be implemented for this stressor.

1.5 [bookmark: _Structures_and_activities_][bookmark: _1.5_Action_area_][bookmark: _Toc191029948]Action Area

The action area is the specific spatial polygon encompassing all the areas where land, water, or air will be detectably changed due to the proposed project and any other activities that would not occur but for the proposed action. This typically does not include the broader area where affected wildlife might travel or move to after being exposed to those modifications within the action area. The action area should not be confused with other geographic descriptions, such as: analysis area, project area, recovery unit, management unit, etc. These may be helpful in analyzing population effects, but are not an equivalent substitute for the regulatory description of an action area.

Depending on the nature of the project, the action area may extend beyond the limits of the actual project location. Include a map delineating the action area and identifying the location of structures and activities associated with the project. This serves to communicate the project design and determine the location of potential environmental impacts.

1.6 [bookmark: _1.6_Conservation_measures_][bookmark: _Toc191029949]Conservation Measures
1.6.1 [bookmark: _1.6.1_restrict_off-road_activites_][bookmark: _Toc191029950]Conservation Measure 1
[bookmark: Description]Description
Describe the conservation measure in detail including the how, when, and where it will be implemented and which stressor it addresses. Repeat for each conservation measure.

1.7 [bookmark: Stressors][bookmark: _1.7_Prior_consultation_history_][bookmark: _Toc191029951]Prior Consultation History
Provide information on any previous consultation(s) on this project with USFWS, including dates and outcomes. Information from prior consultations may be helpful to the biologist reviewing the project. 

2 [bookmark: _2_Species_effects_analysis_][bookmark: _Toc191029952]Species Effects Analysis
This section describes, species by species, the effects of the proposed action on covered listed, proposed, and candidate species, and the habitat on which they depend. The species analysis should consider:
· effects happening directly to the species; 
· effects happening to the environment on which a species depends that could then result in effects to the species;
· effects that occur both during project construction;
· effects that could be ongoing after the project is finished; 
· and cumulative effects.

2.1 [bookmark: _2.1_Monarch_Butterfly_][bookmark: _Toc191029953]Species 1
2.1.1 [bookmark: _2.1.1_Status_of_the_species_][bookmark: _Toc191029954]Status of the species
This section should provide information on the species' background, its biology and life history that is relevant to the proposed project within the action area that will inform the effects analysis.
[bookmark: _2.1.1.1_Legal_status_]
2.1.2 [bookmark: _2.1.2_Environmental_baseline_][bookmark: _Toc191029955]Environmental baseline
The environmental baseline describes the species status within the action area only at the time of the consultation and does not include the effects of the action under review. Unlike the species information provided above, the environmental baseline is at the scale of the action area.

2.1.2.1 [bookmark: _2.1.2.1_Species_presence_and_use_]Species presence and use
How might the species use the area within the project's action area? Include a discussion of what life stages are present, at what times, and where. Describe this in terms of species numbers, distribution, and reproduction.

2.1.2.2 [bookmark: _2.1.2.2_Species_conservation_needs_with]Species conservation needs within the action area
Describe the species conservation needs for survival and recovery specifically within the action area, and the role and importance of the action area in meeting these needs. Discuss any conservation strategies from the recovery plan that pertain to the action area. If the action area overlaps a management unit, recovery unit, etc., discuss the role and condition of that specific unit.

2.1.2.3 [bookmark: _2.1.2.3_Habitat_condition_(general)_]Habitat condition (general)
Describe the general habitat condition for the species in your action area.

2.1.2.4 [bookmark: _2.1.2.4_Influences_]Influences
Describe any past, present, or ongoing activities or influences that have affected the reproduction, numbers, or distribution of the species within the action area, considering the threats identified in the listing, recovery, or SSA documents. Influences should include both anthropogenic and natural sources (e.g., disease, predation, etc.).

2.1.2.5 [bookmark: _2.1.2.5_Additional_baseline_information]Additional baseline information
If you have more information about the environmental baseline for this species in your action area that would help augment the general understanding of it, provide it here.

2.1.3 [bookmark: _2.1.3_Effects_of_the_action_][bookmark: _Toc191029956]Effects of the action
This section considers and discusses all effects on the listed species that are caused by the proposed action and are reasonably certain to occur, including the effects of other activities that would not occur but for the proposed action. 


	STRESSOR
	EXTENT OF STRESSOR
	CONSERVATION MEASURE
	EXPOSURE
	RESPONSE

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	




2.1.4 [bookmark: _2.1.4_Cumulative_effects_][bookmark: _Toc191029957]Cumulative effects
Identify and provide information on any anticipated future state or private activities, not involving Federal activities, that are reasonably certain to occur within the action area. These actions are considered cumulative effects under the Endangered Species Act. For each action that fits the definition of a cumulative effect, provide information about the specific predicted effects from those actions on the individuals or habitat within the action area. Use the same level of detail describing stressor-exposure-response as you did in the effects of the action section for this proposed project.

2.1.5 [bookmark: _2.1.5_Discussion_and_conclusion_][bookmark: _Toc191029958]Discussion and conclusion
[bookmark: _2.2_Northeastern_Bulrush_][bookmark: _2.2.4_Cumulative_effects_]Review effects analyses and conservation measures and make a final effect determination for the species.

3 [bookmark: _3_Critical_habitat_effects_analysis_][bookmark: _Toc191029959]Critical Habitat Effects Analysis
Complete if your action area is within critical habitat designated or proposed for a species. 
If the physical and biological features (PBF; or primary constituent elements (PCE)) required for the species’ critical habitat are present within the project action area, and your project action area is not within an exclusion zone, you will be required to make an effect determination regarding your project's effects to the habitat.

[bookmark: _Toc191029960]3.1 Species Critical Habitat

[bookmark: _Toc191029961]3.1.1 Critical Habitat Description
This section should provide information on the critical habitat and PBFs/PCEs that are relevant to the proposed project within the action area that will inform the effects analysis.

[bookmark: _Toc191029962]3.1.2 Environmental Baseline
The environmental baseline describes the critical habitat status within the action area only at the time of the consultation and does not include the effects of the action under review. Unlike the critical habitat information provided above, the environmental baseline is at the scale of the action area.

3.1.2.1 Condition of PBF/PCE
Describe the quantity, quality, and location of the PBFs/PCEs for the critical habitat within the action area.

3.1.2.2 Conservation needs of PBF/PCE
Describe any special management or protection needs of the PBFs/PCEs within the action area. If physical and biological features are present for different types of conservation needs, describe that here as well.

3.1.2.3 Influences
Describe any past, present, or ongoing activities or influences that have affected the condition and distribution of the PBFs/PCEs within the action area. Influences should include both anthropogenic and natural sources (e.g., fire suppression, invasive species, and climate change).

3.1.2.4 Additional Baseline Information
If you have additional information not already captured that would be helpful to discuss for the environmental baseline for critical habitat in your action area, provide it here.

[bookmark: _Toc191029963]3.1.3 Effects of the Action
This section considers and discusses all effects on the critical habitat PBFs/PCEs that are caused by the proposed action and are reasonably certain to occur, including the effects of other activities that would not occur but for the proposed action. 


	STRESSOR
	EXTENT OF STRESSOR
	CONSERVATION MEASURE
	EXPOSURE
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[bookmark: _Toc191029964]3.1.4 Cumulative Effects
Describe any anticipated future state or private activities, not involving Federal activities, that are reasonably certain to occur within the action area. These actions are considered cumulative effects under the Endangered Species Act. For each action that fits the definition of a cumulative effect, provide information about the specific predicted effects from those actions on the critical habitat within the action area. Use the same level of detail describing stressor-exposure-response as you did in the effects of the action section for this proposed project.

[bookmark: _Toc191029965]3.1.5 Discussion and Conclusion
[bookmark: _Hlk191029687]Review effects analyses and conservation measures and make a final effect determination for the critical habitat.

4 [bookmark: _4_Summary_Discussion_and_Conclusion_][bookmark: _Toc191029966]Summary Discussion and Conclusion
4.1 [bookmark: _4.1_Summary_discussion_][bookmark: _Toc191029967]Summary Discussion
Describe in summary form the overall effects your proposed project will have to species and critical habitat within your action area.

4.2 [bookmark: _4.2_Conclusion_][bookmark: _Toc191029968]Conclusion
Provide clear statements of conclusion that help USFWS understand your findings.
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