


to bighorn populations. Kofa National 
Wildlne Refuge's bighorn, like other 
Arizona bighorn, suffer occasionally from 
chronic sinusitis (caused by a bot fly) 
which may ultimately be fatal. 

Human activities influencing bighorn 
numbers include habitat loss from 
development and habitat encroachment, 
such as roads, fences, canals, mining, 
and military and recreational activities. 
Individual bands and eventually whole 
populations have been lost as useable 
habitat decreases. 

Conservation efforts beginning in 
the 1930s have resulted in population 
increases and the restoration of desert 
bighorn sheep into historic habitat. 
Bighorn are found today in many parts 
of their historic range, including A rizona, 
California, Nevada, Utah, New Mexico, 
Texas, Baja California, and Sonora. Kofa 
and Cabeza Prieta National Wildlife 
Refuges in Arizona, Desert National 
Wildlife Refuge in Nevada, and San 
Andres National Wildlife Refuge in New 
Mexico are all federally established areas 
for the conservation of desert bighol'l1, 
among other wildlife. 

The reintroduction of bighorn to parts 
of their historic range is accomplished 
by capturing bighorn sheep in healthy, 
thriving populations and transporting 
them to a new location. 'n·ansplant 
funding comes from donations from the 
A rizona Desert Bighol'l1 Sheep Society 
and proceeds from the sale and auction of 
special bighorn sheep hunting permits. 

Kofa NWR Bighorn Conservation 
The number of desert bighol'l1 sheep 
estimated to be on Kofa National Wildlife 
Refuge declined from over 800 animals in 
2000 to less than 400 in 2006. Subsequent 
surveys from 2007 to 2012 showed little 
increase has since taken place. As a 
result, transplants of bighol'l1 sheep 
from Kofa National Wildlife Refuge were 
suspended in 2005. The U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service, working closely with 
the Arizona Game and Fish Department, 
has undertaken an effort to increase the 
number of bighorn by investigating the 
causes of mortality, controlling predation 
of bighorn, maintaining permanent water 
sources in critical locations, reducing 
the number of hunting permits issued 
annually, and identifying lambing areas 
that may potentially be closed to human 
entry during the peak of lambing season. 

Sheep population surveys conducted in 
October 2014 indicate that numbers have 
rebounded some,vhat to an estimated 500 
to 600 animals. 
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