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General Information: 
The 2024 Waterfowl hunt at Shiawassee National Wildlife Refuge (NWR) is conducted through a self-
registered lottery system and will occur during the State of Michigan regular waterfowl season for the 
southern zone (October 12th – December 8th). Hunts will be held on the mornings of Tuesday, Saturday, 
Sunday, and an afternoon starting at noon on Thursday. Early teal, youth waterfowl hunt, and the late 
split are not open for waterfowl hunting at Shiawassee NWR. The area open to waterfowl hunting is one 
large scramble area (click here to download map). A maximum of 16 parties; parties may range from one 
to four hunters all of whom must be pre-registered will be selected for each hunt. 

Self-Registered Lottery Hunt: 
A weekly draw will be conducted at each Wednesday for the upcoming Thursday afternoon, Saturday 
morning, Sunday morning, and Tuesday morning hunts. The first drawing will be held on October 9th and 
run through Wednesday December 4th, 2024. All applications must be received by 11:00a.m., results will 
be available by 2:00p.m. by calling 989-607-6056. To participate all hunt parties must self-register 
through one of the following methods: 

A) Register By Email: Hunters must complete a Shiawassee NWR waterfowl hunt registration form 
with information for all members of your hunting party and email the completed form to
shiawassee_waterfowl@fws.gov. Forms can be downloaded from (Shiawassee NWR Waterfowl 
Registration Form.pdf | FWS.gov). You must complete a form for each day that you are applying to 
hunt.

Or, 

B) Register on-site at the Waterfowl Hunt Registration Kiosk (Shiawassee Refuge
Office, 6975 Mower Road, Saginaw MI). The kiosk has a box labeled for each upcoming hunt day.
A completed hunt registration form (forms available at the kiosk) must be placed in the box(es)
representing the day(s) you are applying to hunt.

Youth Preference (non-reserved): 
Preference will be given to Youth hunters on Saturday, October 26, 2024. 
*Please identify whether you are a Youth on your hunt registration form to gain preference.

CONTINUED ON THE NEXT PAGE 
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The Following Refuge Specific Waterfowl Hunting Regulations Apply: 
1. Post hunt harvest reports are no longer required to be submitted after each hunt.
2. Hunters can’t be added to the hunt party after submission.
3. Each party must submit their registration form by 11:00a.m. each Wednesday prior to the hunt to be

considered in the weekly draw.
4. Parties may apply for multiple days but are limited to one entry per day per party. Multiple entries

per day will result in ineligibility for the hunt.
5. Hunters may access the Refuge 1½ hours before legal shooting time.
6. Hunters may shoot ½ hour before legal sunrise (see Michigan DNR Waterfowl Hunting Digest for

shooting hours) until 12:00p.m. (noon) for morning hunts; Thursday afternoon hunt begins at noon
and concludes at shooting hours posted in the Michigan DNR Waterfowl Hunting Digest for that day.

7. You may possess no more than 25 shotgun shells while hunting in the field.
8. Retrieval zone is up to 50 yards or 150 feet from the river’s edge or the toe of the dike into a

managed unit. No guns are allowed within retrieval zones, but dogs may be used for
retrieval.

9. Hunting is restricted to the east side of the channelized portion of the Flint/Mistequay River.

General Description of the Scramble Area: 
• Walk-in Only – Hunters are encouraged to park at the Michigan DNR parking lot at the end of

Miller Road and use the field entrance to access the field to the east of the parking lot. The
waterfowl hunting portion of the area is wetland consisting of open water and cattails including
the cattail marsh along Swan Creek.

• Boat-in Only – Hunters are encouraged to use the Cass River boat launch on M-13 or the Miller
Road boat launch.

• Flint River – At the confluence with the Shiawassee River, the area consists of a mix of
open water and emergent wetland vegetation (cattails, rushes, and shrubs). Hunters who
choose to hunt the main channel of the Flint River must hunt from the east bank as the
refuge does not own land on the west bank of the river.

• Shiawassee River – From the confluence of the Flint River to the confluence of the
Spaulding Drain, the Shiawassee River consists of a mix of open water and emergent
wetland vegetation, primarily cattails.

• Spaulding Drain –The Spaulding Drain from the southern refuge boundary to the
Shiawassee River is primarily open water hunting.

• Cass River –The Cass River is primarily open water hunting.

All Federal and Michigan State Hunting Regulations Apply. 
Information about waterfowl hunting in Michigan can be found in the annual Michigan Waterfowl 
Digest (2023 Michigan Waterfowl Hunting Digest). 

Updated: August 12, 2024 

https://www.michigan.gov/-/media/Project/Websites/dnr/Documents/LED/digests/waterfowl_hunting_digest.pdf?rev=78759f2529694fd39902a644d3cffd18
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