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The State game and conservation commissions have again cooperated,
as in past years, in the preparation of this annual report of the wild
fur catch for the 1956-57 season. 1Its purpose is to picture the trend
in the commercial use of wild fur animal pelts produced in the United
States. The States are unable to give exact data for all species;
some compilations are made from the reports of resident fur buyers,
and the numbers of pelts sold outside the State are unknown. The size
of the catch is estimated in many cases.

In comparing the fur catch with the previous season it should be
noted that Connecticut and Vermont were unable to give data for 1956-57.
Arizona, Illinois, Nevada, and Wyoming have made limited reports, if any,
for several years.

In contrast, the States which report on a greater number of species
in 1$56-57 are Delaware, Maine, New Jersey, New York, South Dakota, and
Utah. With allowance made for these additional data, the species which
show an increase in 1956-57 over the previous season are badger, bobcat,
coyote, fox (gray, red, and cross), mink, muskrat, nutria, otter, and
raccoon. On the other hand, the larger decreases are in beaver and
opossum. While the take of fur seal pelts, 93,618, is less than in 1956,
it is well above the approximate average of 65,000 pelts from 1940 to 1956.
More States have reported the take of squirrel.

The 1956-57 season was marked by greater use of a variety of furs,
many being used for trimmings. European buyers bought mink, muskrat,
opossum, otter, coat raccoon, skunk, and the fine dark beaver. Wild
mink met the competition of ranched types, which continued to dominate
the New York fur market. Dyers collaborated with manufacturers by
bringing out new colors, especially on muskrat, sheared raccoon, and
beaver, and designers created attractive styles.



WILD FUR ANTMAL CATCH BY STATES, 1956-57
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NOS - No open season.

1/ The following States unable to give fur-catch datas

Nevada and Wyoming report beaver only.

Arizona, Comnecticut, Illinois, and Vermont.

2/ California: Catch of muskrat includes 1,800 Colorado River muskrat (sandrat).

3/ Kansass Beaver (20) taken on complaint basisj no open season,



WILD FUR ANIMAL CATCH BY STATES, 1956-57

STATE Marten Mink rMuskrat Nutria | Opogsum | Otter | Raccoon Skunk Squirrel | Weasel Wolté—/ Wol-;
verine
Alabami..eeeseens 3,560 7,950 66 400 212 5,350 130 | eevvnne 25_/......
Alaska..eeeesssas| 3,650 | 35,000 84,000 [ ceeeese [ oansses | 35300 |eeecanos vevece | sesancans 1,500 1,100} 200
Pribilof IS.eee| seoss |secssss |sessssacs | sassoes veees |sences R vesss .
Arizona Lfveesess R cececnsas ceens . aes O I cecece | sensene
ArKansasS.eeessees ees | 20,395 13,422 | teveee 18,12 |.evene 53,112 3,857 | ceseccses 20 ..
Californiasseeees| eeeee | 2,906 | /75,595 1 154 142 2,220 883 | veuus cees 25 10| ...
Colorado..ssss.. . 39 202 35,330 | verenes T 312 | 1,003 [esereenns 82| 6,733 ...
Connecticuty... cses |esases . i eceoss | sscsses |seossas |esasee |eveccee es |eseesen cececes seceses]| eue cee coe
Delawaresesseeess | cones 25 36 000 | eavsse 1,000 100 2,500 200 |eeseeosns 200 cenes
Floridaeeeeesssss ceee | 100 feeeasenen ceeaee 1,000 500 3,000 BOO |eevacsses |snnns el eese .
|
GeoTgi8uecsasns oo | enens 3,500 3,000 | vevese 45,000 350 50,000 1,500 [eoeeccoae | oovones .
TdahO.eeeoesssens 366 | 3,370 91,080 | vevscee |coanes 77 335 35 ceerees 1,045 58
T119N038 L/ eevene| covee cacesee iseesses R A ceeens vesees | ansane . e
Indiana...e.. R BN 7,978 264,762 | vuvanes 3,610 |oesosns 87,718 777 {eeses 7190 ... .
TOWae senronevnoee| eoees 9,706 | 79,108 | ..... .. 2,062 {veeoes 58, 5,107 263, 2k .
Kansaseeeseocenes veee 1,460 22,994 | ceuunn . 2,705 |eeeene 24,085 7,880 375,000 1] eeees eee
Kentucky...eees . vees | 10,745 89,069 | veveess 55265 |ceeene 10,967 1,001 [seveconss 377 .
Louisiana.essesss eeees 62,872 1,589,433 | 543,160 5,056 | 5,261 72,522 526 |eeecoscee | secene . - ..
Maine 4/....eu... 23 | 4,750 31,500 | venenns 570 5,070 140 25,650 | 1,000 .-
Maryland.eeecesss .e } 671 207,177 2 1,015 149 8,680 1,018 215 .
MassachusettSeeee | seaves L 1,253 755725 | eeneee P N 158 3,544 188 |seeaees 133 6/ 50002 oee
Michigan.eee..... ceves | 21,558 ° 455,127 | ....... 41,314 577 | 208,960 | 10,59 | 975,000 11,3992 3,866 | ...
Minnesota..... eee] weeoo | 47,880 120,434 | L4..... 338 264 13,052 | 11,185 ueeennns .| 38,095 1,602 .
Mississippieeeess| ceess | 12,000 9,100 200 7,300 100 14,600 590 |eeens- 35| ceeees .
MisSSOUrisess. 8,682 67,139 | cevenee | 26,999 [iinans 122,991 | 4,605 |seaneeas . 23 9 .o
Montana.eseeessss hoh | 7,964 28,663 | veevens |oovnnns 62 468 3329 | ieecenass 962 100 4
Nebraska ereese] ceses | 10,239 112,538 e 3,431 |eeeene 20,838 6,344 ceeaee 203 4,065 ..
Nevad.__/ ........ R N R P ceee | sesee es [ eeeesss | NOS cesseses |esesaes sesees | sanecesl seves .
New Hampshire =/. | .... 957 U430 | venenee | aos 102 1,218 15 [eeaconnns 67 cens
New Jerseyececeee ceens 310 | 50,100 | ....... 1,800 30 566 3,300 266 660| caeene .
New MeXiCOueeoeos | sooos 25 4,000 | vevens . I 600 2,000 {eeernnnas 10 2,500
New YorKeeeeesoos | avees ceee |easssssas cesnnns 301 299,040 [vevenn- 1250 3380 | cevenes| cosons
North Caroling...| ..... 5,186 95,544 26 | 2,703 687 25,168 143 {eeeees ces 209| ceeen.
North Dakot@.eees| ovees 28,811 | 113,197 | veverer | eovanes cieees 10,866 | 7,424 ceee | 6,265 12
OhiOssesees sesees] oo 6,802 550,052 | cevseee 6,298 |ieeuas 185,803 2,860 {iinennenn 2,075] ecevees
Oklahoma...... 2,233 4,951 | veunnnn 13,026 |..... . 17,560 | 16,197 |ceevenae . 20
Oregon..ce.. oo 35 3,315 34,391 | verenne 33 282 1,372 169 vesanns ok 194 vee
Pennsylvania..... Dl 7,792 0 609,639 | cueanns 6,103 |eaeens 52,000 | 9,8% |..... ceen | 658200 L.l . cee
Rhode Island..... 294 9,271 | vevenes censes 20 380 252 feuean . L vee
South Carolina... .e 1,973 1,240 | veuunns 3,122 32 3,080 98 |iieennenn eesencs| eseces ves
South Dakota..eee| seses 13,512 11,220 | ..... P P N . 12,936 | 9,450 |, 2,9391 ceeenn ..
Tennesseteesesess . 5,868 81,827 ccne 9,504 |iavans 16,480 6,664 sevens ceseee e
TEXASeaeevossnces | senne 2,371 1,226 Wy 2,389 48 12,049 883 |eeusns veee | sneas el seses . .
Utah. ceeccoe NOS 308 79,514 ....... seccase sesee |oesseen . 76 cevee cevenen 443 .
Vennont_/ ............ ‘ ........... P e S PPN vene |seses o [esose vee tecease veoe
Virginideeeeseseo voos 1,504 85,830 | eavvans 3,334 298 11,404 L,254 [..e.. eoen 123 seee cos
Washington..... .o 614 6,571 56,943 | veneenn cevvons 824 2,649 J177% R S 353 667 .
West Virginig..e..| eoees 809 23,028 | ....... 1,195 |cesens 6,697 | 1,020 jececans 134 61
WisSCOnSiNeseesess eeee | 37,771 | 555,500 | ceeees 2,359 574 47,302 6,181 |1,435,590 | 23,770 1,786
Wyomj_ngy .......................... ee | es0sene |esacsae NOS feeeeee eee |eovanse |oeons vess | seseces cecne NOS
TOTAL.e.eoseess | 5,221 1399,228 |5,877,049 | 543,499 | 216,711 |15,020 [1,476,438 |131,631 |4,061,886 | 100,170 6-/23 $349 204
4/ Maine: Calendar year 1956 excdept bobcat (1956-57); a few Canadian lynx included with bobcat.
23 marten taken illegally and turned in to State.
5/ New Hampshire: Calendar year 1956.
Pribilof Islandss Official take of fur seals calendar year 1957.
6/ Timber wolfs Alaska, 9003 Michigan, 7; Minnesota, 511; and Wisconsin, 1.
Totals Timber wolf, 1,419
Coyote, 21,930 INT.-DUP. SEC., WASH., D.C. 42509





