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The annusal report of the fur catch 18 a cooperative undertaking
with the State game and conservation commissions. This report gives
the number and specieg of wild fur animals, by States, taken in the
season 1954-55 or in 1955. Scme States report the furs taken on a
season basis, while others record the teke for the celendar year.

It is quite imposesible for the States to obtain a complete and
aceurate count of every fur animsl teken. Furthermore, many States
do not compile the final statistics of the fur catch for the current
season until 6 months or even a year have passed. The figures given
are the best available data and are presented to illustrate the trend
of fur-animel production in the wild.

During recent years the prevailing low prices for raw furs, not
the scarcity of animals, have been largely responsible for the decline
in the take. Beaver is perhaps the outstanding exception, because the
population hag been steadily Iincreasing and the prices received for the
fur have been sufficiently high to encourage trapping. The same might
be claimed for nutria, already sbundant and increasing in the marsh
areas of Louisiana and Texas, Put prices paid for the raw nutria fur
have been declining, and trappers have found it unprofitable to take
these animals, By and large, however, the take of the staple furs--
muskrat, skunk, raccoon, opossum, fox, snd weasel--has been decreasing
steadily.

For gome years the outlock offered little to encourage trapping
activities, and there is still much to be desired as an inducement for
the trapper to expect a profit from running a trap line.,



WILD FUR ANIMAL CATCH BY STATES, 1954-55

(The States marked by asterisk have reported for the calendar year 1955}

FCX

STATE Badger | Bassarisk| Beamver | Bobeat | Fisher | Blue | Grey,Red | Silver Swift or { White | Fur Seal
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WILD FUR ARIMAL CATCE BY STATES, 1954-355

{The Statee marked by asterisk have reported for the

calendar year 1955)

STATE Marten ;| Mink Muskrat | Nutria | Opossum | Otter | Raccoon | Skunk | Squirrel Weasel | Wolf |Wolverine
AlebAMA, . v vrans T,570 12,130 | wuruann 956 b5, 7,081 1,098 oivenns 10, 7N
ALABKR. oo rnvars | T,000 27:700 110:000 veerean]| vaonnes 3,100 | evunns 3,300 | 1,560 300
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Californig..... | Closed 2,240 105,007 | ecvess 207 107 1,448 BET| vereus 31 272 .
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IOV s inssoesnr | onass 20,051 143,886 | ....... 1,758 | vunnn- Lg,590 0O iianas 225 5 e
KArNgBS .y assssas | sors 7,382 37,6581 oaa... 7,558 | weeans| 36,5467 10,651 unauns 18 5
KentueKyseeorse | saues 8,540 58,968 ccv.n.. 4,815 | ...... 8,657 1,002 ..... .. 193 [ vevaes
LouigionB.senes | osres 65,170(1,383,11k | 37,199 7,497 5,407 | 8h,223 120 | wavsane | nesvver | aneee e
¥MAINL . e v crnmrs | suues 3,138 35,039 | <uun S P 3501 31,290 26T | vannens 1,033 | cnvres ..
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Michigen..u.... 20:950 310:6113 vesssss| 53,818 L3k § 105,336 (=7 i b I [ 15,6599 | 3,766
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Montans........ Closed | 10,217 B1,805 | vovenne| wacnons Closed 763 IR 1,109 139 b
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North Carolina. | .... 9,653 6, TLL SL 2,687 1,508 | 23,812 a1 299 [ ivuen-
North Dakotf..a | ooves 15,977 123,438 | ..eaenn varvans | aaaves 6,545 - 3,527 2h6
OhiCessssasaame | auses 3,668] 215,239 ....... 5,675 | suuves | 103,756 1,150 | weans .
OK1ANOMA, avnsre | sunea 4,700 E,781 | cevvenn| 18,436 | aena.. 13,882 9 3
OrEEON.asaesns- 30 3,625 47,758 15 16 269| 1,270 159 33 cee
Permeaylvania... | ..... 0,006 525,521 | sveanaen] 12,256 | suaaao | B5,677 87T | aeans .
Rhode Island... | .ov.. 156 YT P 13 179 LY-1 IR
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TOTAL vevvaes 7,992 | Lo6,486(5,007,871 | 384,161 257,731 | ib,900 | 980,930 | 129,296 (473,993 | 113,951 {14,516 304

1/ Arizena: Mejor fur-bearing specles mre the muskrat and bassarisk,
but unable to supply Information except that of beaver,

2/ Conmecticut and Idsho: The last year reported is 195U,

i/ I1linois: No loformstion amvailable,

4/ Mimnesota: Fox figures include silver.

2/ New Jersey: The tekes of fox end raccoon are by State employees

only. The State no looger has a census record of licenses

6/ Rew York: Census figures not available for epecies
other than beaver, fisher, end otter.

7/ South Dakota:
report on Tfure teken; estimate made for beaver.

8/ Vermont:

for besver are actual tageging fipures.

2/ Nevada: 13 otter were State trapped.

Doee not require trappers to make

Fur-bearer research project closed, Data
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