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Annusl inventories, by States, of big-game mammals in the United States
were compiled by the Bureau of Biological Survey and its successor, the Fish and
Wildlife Service from 1937 to 1941. During the war years only one compilation
(1943) was made. It is planned to complete the inventories for the missing
years and publish a five-year summary 1942-46.

With the exception of the Refuges of the Fish and Wildlife Service, all the
data for these inventories are supplied by the various organizations under which
they are listed. In other words, the Fish and Wildlife Service simply assembles
the figures and should not be assumed to have made any general inventory inde-
pendently.

Believing that the data could be collected best on a regional basis, the
1946 figures were acssembled by the five regional offices of the Fish and Wild-
life Service. In each region the estimates were obtained from the Forest
Service, Park Service, Office of Indian Affairs, Bureau of Land Management,
Fish and Wildlife Service and the State Fish and Game Departments for the lands
each covered. The data for military reservations are included with state and
private lands. The reports from the regional offices were checked against those
available for all the states involved from the central offices of the various
federal agencies.

Almost all states now make annual appraisals of their big geme populetions.
These vary from estimates for the state as a whole to definite projects in which
well trained personnel sample or count populations. Definite kill figures are
now obtained for big game in most states. In many stetes the figures can be
considered as accurate within a small limit of error. Generally the kill figures
have a better basis than those for populations.

The figures of 1,000 or above have been rounded to the nearest hundred.
With species where only small numbers are concerned it was thought best to show
where even a few animals were present. 1In spite of this, the estimates given
should not be considered as exact counts. Wild animels are difficult to count
even under ideal conditions and on smell areas, so state-wide figures should be
regarded as only the best estimates we have and not as accurate to the last
animal.




Since the lest United States inventory wes completed for 1943, the esti-
mated total big geme increased from 6,598,422%to 8,240,100 snimals in 1946.
This amounts to an increase of 25% for the three year period. While the in-
dicated chenges in some species with relatively small numbers may not be sig-
nificant most of them should show true trends. Oomparstive figures and per-
centages for the two years are given in Table 18,

Of the totel big geme 67% was on state and private lands, 28% in National
Forests, 3 in Grazing Districts, 1% in National Parks, 1% in Indian Reserveations
and less than 1% in rFish and Wildlife Service Refuges (which, it should be pointed
out, sre menaged largely for waterfowl, not big game.)

Following are summaries of estimated populetions by states and types of
ownership for the various big geme species, comparison of population chenges
from 1943-46 and of kill figures by states and species.

*This total was changed from that given in the 1943 Inventory to correct
an error in the figure given for the white-tailed deer in Pennsylvania.



ESTIMATED POPULATIONS

TABLE l.--White-tailed deer (Qdocoileus virginianus) and related groups

National Indian State ang
State Service | National | parks and| reserva- Grazing private Total
refuges forests monuments tions digtricts lands
£1abama eeves [sevocas 2,500 00000000 0000000 cescenne 30,000 32,500
ATizZong ceiees feeveosns 20,500 350 2,100 1,800 9,300 34,000
Arkansas ....| 4,500 12,100 00000000 0000000 servanns 28,700 45, 300
Connecticutee [oevuevre | weeeenne | wevnnvee | vovnnns 6000000 6,000 6,000
Delaware .... 35 86000000 00000000 5000000 80000600 100 135
Florida 1/...| 1,200 5,500 | ciienenn 125 G EB0000 31,600 38,400
Georgia ..... 1,200 4,000 | ........ 00000300 80000000 14,000 19,200
Idaho eeveves Jeanenns 21,800 | vevennsn 255 00000000 6,500 28,600
Illinois .... 10 90 90000000 0000000 80080000 5,000 5,100
Indiana ceeee sencens 105 00Aa00a0 5000000 50000000 3,200 3,300
TJOWE sreevece Jeveunne 50090000 00000000 500080 00000004 2,000 2,000
Kentueky .... 1,100 25 12 0000800 00400000 1,000 2,100
Louisiana ... 478 800 80000000 sesesee sreesene 50,000 51,300
Maine .....4. 2,500 125 588 300,000 303,200
‘Maryland .... & R 68 0000 veeesves veseses coeeesns 1,500 1,500
Massachusetts 12 sesssees 00coo000 secesse tescvsaa 15,000 15,000
Michigan .... 450 172,000 00C00000 280 00000000 700,000 872,700
nnesota ... 1,800 103,000 80000000 4,900 50000000 500,000 609,700
s..88issippi . 100 1,900 50000000 D . 19,800 21,800
Missouri .... 6 10,500 50060000 5000000 tevecsna 11,500 22,000
Montana sec.. 580 25,000 2,200 2,100 2,000 5,600 37,500
Nebraskea seee fsevecss cesenvae cssvenns veseens cessenns 200 200
New Hampshire teeee.. 1,800 sescscen vesesse cececnse 56,000 57,800
New Jersey .. lieeesss 06000000 50 0000000 80000000 29,800 29,900
New Mexico .. 500 10,200 5600A000 530 3,400 22,000 36,600
New York .... 60 sececnsa 00000000 seseens ceccssas 300,000 300,100
North Carolinal 425 6,300 50000000 0300060 80000000 41,500 48,200
North Dakota. 1,800 50000000 00000000 1,100 5000000 12,600 15,500
Ohio seveenee fooanans 80000004 08000000 0000a0a 040000000 8,500 8,500
Oklahoma +... 734 250 00000000 ceseenn, cteencss 8,500 9,500
Oregon seeees revesea 150 860000000 000000G 5000GH00 350 500 .
Pennsylvania, |....... 16,000 10 | cevvnes 50050893 660,000 676,000
Rhode Island. fbeseoo. 06000000 80000000 secieas 00000000 500 500
South Carolina 250 2,400 80000000 8000000 0000a0aC 31,000 33,600
South Dakota., 487 13,000 00000G00 270 80000000 8,600 22,400
Tennessee ... 1 1,800 30 5600000 00000000 2,800 4,600
Texas ,.v000. | 2,800 4,400 350 0000000 50000000 503,500 511,100
Vermont ..... 15 4,800 80000000 8000000 50000000 70,000 74,800
Virginia .... 13 16,300 293 80000aa 50000000 30,000 46,600
Weshington .. 2,000 11,400 0A000000 1,800 00000000 5,100 20,300
West Virginia L...... 13,500 50000000 00Qa30C 50000000 106,500 120,000
Wisconsin.... | 5,700 83,000 50000003 2,400 00000000 700,000 791,100
WYOMming seeee booseos 2,500 0ON00a00 00000a0 00000000 3,400 5,900
Total .. {28,800 567,700 3,900 15,800 7,200 4,341,600 |4,965,000

'w’ 1/ 175 Sambar deer in adaition.




TABLE 2.--Mule deer (Odocoileus hemionus except columbianus) 4

Netional Indian State anfi
Steate Service National | parks and | reserva-~ Grazing private Total
refuges forests | monuments tions districts lands
ATiZORE ceeas. 426 43,500 845 1,500 1,800 |2/ 54,300 102,400
California ... 0000000 254,000 12,000 2,000 14,200 60,000 342,200
Colorado ..... 5000004 161,500 500 5000000 0300000 222,000{ 384,000
I4daho seevesns 17 115,000 35 0000000 25,900 g/ 6,000, 147,000
Montana ...... 2,300 63,000 900 820 12,500 24,700/ 104,200
Nebraska ..... 32 380 | covevesne v oseiean essosss 4,000 4,400
Nevada .c.vvee 1,600 57,000 | veveeens leleololale 41,000 13,600 113,200
New Mexico ... 1,200 55,700 600 1,300 15,300 100,000f 174,100
North Dakota . 000aa00 sseesrse | eavesane 170 teerean 590 760
Oregon veeeeos 700 115,000 50 5,000 20,000 31,900 172,600
South Dskota . 5000600 4,200 375 200 0000000 2,000 6,800
Texas ..eevaee veseese D A 2300000 vesecos 7,500/ 7,500
Utah siveevess 06000060 174,000 1,800 2,000 22,200 20,000 220,000
Washington ... 200 53,000 | sveienes 5,500 50000800 21,000 79,700
Wyoming ...... 15 58,000 907 5,000 24,500 60,600] 149,000
Total ... 6,500 1,154, 300 18,000 23,500 | 177,400 628,20042,007, 3900
2/ Ten times kill plus Fort Huachuca (70).
3/ Based on 1943 estimate.
f
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TABLE 3.--Columbian black-tailed deer (Odocoileus hemionus columbianus)
National Indian State and
State National perks and reserva- private Totsal
forests monuments tions lands
California seceves 178,000 900 1,200 40,000 220,100
Oregon .eceseecees 40,000 150 300 45,600 86,000
Washington ....... 24,000 5,000 250 67,000 36,200
Total ....cce 242,000 6,000 1,700 152,600 402,300
TABLE 4.--Woodland caribou (Rangifer caribou)
State and
State National private Total
forests lands
I1daho eeeeceeesne 10 5000600600 10
Minnesots ..e.e. 500AG00 15 15
Vashington ..... 15 0000000000 15
Total ..... 25 15 40




TABLE 5.--Elk (Cervus canadensié)

National Indien State an
State Service | National| parks end | reserve- Grazing| private Total
refuges forests | monuments tions districts lands

Arizon& ceesse

ATKansas .eees
California ...
Colorado es.e«.
JAaho eesecese
Michigan eeces
Minnesota ..,
Montana seeees
Nebraska eeeee
Nevade cescoee
New Hampshire.
New -Mexico ...
North Carolina
North Dekota .
Oklahoma «oeee
0regon scesess
Pennsylvania .
South Dakota .
"TEX8S esvosoee
._',,'(tah ssesoe s
¥ irginia ..eee
Washington ...
Wisconsin «...
Wyoming seeeee
Total ...

s s s
ses s e
sse s 00w
se0scs e
*s e s
ssss e

ces s e

98
44
75

se s s
es s v

swess e

13
218

L BCRE N
ssevas e
LRI BRI
secs s
sess e
sessss e
CRC I

se0 e s

6,000

5,900
150
25,000
33,000
24,000
370
1,600
5
16,000
290
4,400
11,000

ens s s

32,000

TR RN NN ]
se v 8000
LR I B R BRI 4
843

CR X RN NN N
se o se OO
R I NN
5,800

" s 000 e
PR NN ]
P B IR I IR I I ]
s 68 & 000
L 3 BE BN B R Y BN J
I A A I
RO B IR B BN R 4
25

oo ¢ o B OO
450

U U BB N 4
15

CIC RO 2 I I
4,600

CIE I IR W A

13,400

360

ceeeens
e
ceenees
eeeves
cereees
e
2, 200
cereees
eeeee
ceeeres
ceveens
cernenn
ceeeens
seesede
25
ceenee
80
ceeeeen
27
cereens
450

1,000

330
200

3, 200
3,300
210

50

eses v e

5,200

es s es0 00

25
529
30,000
3990000
160
5,300
75

25
4,500
39

50
4,500
17
1,500
500
3,500
175
4,700
20
31,100

6,600
175
729

55,800

6,400

153,700

25,100

4,100

12,500

87,000

TABLE 6.--Moose

(Alces americana)

State

Service
refuges

National
forests

Netional
parks and
monuments

Indian
reserva-
tions

Grazing
districts

State and
private
lands

Total

I1d8h0 covsvavse
Maine ...cce0n
Michigan .esee
¥innesota ....
Montana cesess
New Hampshire.
Vermont .eesse
Wyoming ceeeee

Total ...

ssees e

ss s s 00

29
35

ss0 0000
ecas s

I EERERX]

2,100
4
520
3,500

ses e s

3,500

es e s vsew

4
600
283

es s ss

730

e 08PPI
LI R N

s s ss s

574

es ns s

es s 000y

200

110

ses s aves
ss s vens
cee s
seas s v

ses v s

115

5,000
20
3,400
40

3
2,500

2,200
5,000
600
4,500
3,900
40

7,100

9,600

1,600

794

275

11,000

23,300




TABLE 7.~-Prong-horned antelope (Antilocepra emericana)

—

National Indian State and
State Service | National | perks and| reserva- Grazing orivate Total
refuges forests | monuments tions districts lands

Arizona .e.ee. 50 5,200 175 225 230 1,300* 7,200
Californis ... sevesen 2,700 50000000 00000a0 2,000 | seeneuns 4,700
Colorado ..... 8000000 285 0000606 00C 0000000 5000000 7,000 7,300
Idaho svevueee 80 5,400 000CGAaa 0000000 5,000 | seuuennn 106,500
Montana .e.... 357 1,800 800 190 14,400 20,300 37,800
Nebraska eoeee| seveves | seensee | oovennne | sevenes 5000000 2,000 2,000
Nevada seveuse 1,500 350 00003000 0000a00 6,700 140 8,700
New Mexico ... 30 2,500 00000000 630 9,300 27,500 39,900
North Dakota . 0500000 0000000 06000000 140 00G0000 2,400 2,500
Oklahoma ..... 47 8056000 880003000 5600000 0000000 30 77
Oregon ceeeess 430 2,100 00808000 50 6,000 1,000 9,600
South Dakota . 0000000 265 150 250 0000000 9,000 9,700
TeXasS ceessees cescese ceeeeee craesaas Cheenve cevtvens 12,000 12,000
Utah seiecenses asesens 300 GG 00000 2 8600000 1,000 1,300
Washington ... seserns sessnon 0000600 0000000 0000000 50 50
Wyoning secees Fals e alale 5,900 816 1,000 24,900 48,000 80,600

Total ... 2,500 26,800 1,900 2,500 68,500 | 131,700 233,900

* Estimated from 1943 report.

TABLE 8.-~Rocky Mountain bighorn {Ovis canadensis canadensis
and 0. c¢. sierrae)

.

Netional Indian State and
State Service | National | parks and | reserva- Grazing | private Total
refuges forests | monuments tions districts lands

California cee| ssvseees 460 sesesess esetanne B P 460
Colorado seeee| seceenas 2,200 220 | viuennn ceesan. 3,500 5,900
IABNO sevnrenn| evevenes 2,100 ctesecne 0000000 GO Iy 2,100
Montena ...... 12 990 425 50 evevens | eoernone 1,500
New MexiCo .ov| vesoenee cecsewe 15 cstaane 65 27 107
0regon eeeevasi sovveens | 4/ 10 | evvvvnne | eunnnas cvesoes lanensaas 10
South Dakota o vevesess 5000000 50000000 sessene tesoans 8 ,
Utah seveevvne| coconnns 20 15 8600000 vedecae 400 435
Washington ... | «vvevees 20 vesceraa 8000000 T 20
Wyoming weeeee| eeeneens 2,900 305 100 0000000 2,200 5,500

Total ... 12 8,700 980 150 105 6,100 16,000

4/ From N.F. Big Geme Zstimate, 1946.




TaBLE 7.--Prong-horned antelope (4ntilocapra smericana)

National Indian State and
State Service | National | perks and| reserva-| Grazing private
refuges forests monuments tions districts lands

Arizona seeeee 50 5,200 175 225 230 1,300* 7,200
Celifornia ... cevecss 2,700 80000000 0600800 2,000 | ceennnns 4,700
Colorado ..es. erevene 285 ceessans creteenn 9000000 7,000 7,300
1daho .eveveee 80 5,400 00000000 8000600 5,000 | vuivennn 10,500
Montana ee.... 357 1,800 800 190 14,400 20, 300 37,800
Nebraska eceee| eoceeoe | ssensee | soneence | svceas 5000800 2,000 2,000
Nevada seceve. 1,500 350 000060000 5000000 6,700 140 8,700
New Mexico ... 30 2,500 80000000 630 9,300 27,500 39,900
North Dakota . ceeenae ceseevs teerenese 140 cesenaes 2,400 2,500
Oklahoma +.e.. 47 50G0800 80000000 0000800 8600605 30 77
Oregon «scvese 430 2,100 00900000 50 6,000 1,000 9,600
South Dakota . tesenne 265 150 250 5000800 9,000 9,700
TEX8S seeeeees vesreae crveeae cecesane cnaeoss cevenae 12,000 12,000
Utah cevesncas csseces 300 80000009 2 vesncae 1,000 1,300
Washington ... 5000000 5600000 50800000 000000 50000600 50 50
Wyoming eecese seesces 5,900 816 1,000 24,900 48,000 80,600

Totel ... 2,500 26,800 1,800 2,500 68,500 | 131,700 233,900

* Estimated from 1943 report.

TABLE 8.-«Rocky Mountain bighorn {Ovis canadensis canadensis
and 0. c. sierrae)

National Indian State and
State Service | National | parks and | reserva~| Grazing | private Total
refuges forests | monuments tions districts lands

California see| sseessee 460 cvessses 5000000 svseees | 2ensonas 460
Colorado sesee| eoveeees 2,200 220 | viiiuan ST 3,500 5,900
Jdaho eseeeeeca| eosnnsens 2,100 50000000 cresese 40 | sebinane 2,100
Montana ...... 12 990 425 50 vreseee | asssnsan 1,500
New Mexico cvel venveces cosesas 15 80000600 65 27 107
OTegOn seeveve| seavvnee | 4/ 10 | iivinnen | eevenne ceosese |uoninean 10
South Dakota .| sevecons 5000000 06000000 5000000 5000000 8 8
Utah evevevens| covonens 20 15 5000 a0 0066000 400 435
Washington ... | vovecene 20 cescensa 8860000 ¢oeesss |scoseasne 20
Wyoming eeeees | coeocens 2,900 305 100 ceovenes 2,200 5,500

Total ... 12 8,700 980 150 105 6,100 16,000

4/ From N.F. Big Geme Zstimate, 1946.




and 0. ¢c. texianus)

TABLE 9.--Desert bighorn (Ovis canadensis nelsoni, 0. ¢. gzillerdi,

National Indian State end
State Service Nptional parks and | reserva- Grazing privete Total
refuges forests | monuments tionsg districts lands
Arizong sevees 270 133 585 400 820 chssenen 2,200
California ... P 410 625 8000000 450 5003000 1,500
Nevada .eseves 21,500 210 58800000 000000 1,500 150 3,400
Ne‘NMeXiCO R 85 108 EEEEEER] s e e e e es s 275 468
Texas FE L B I LI BE AN BN ) RO N CRC S BB B B N e v *® e * s 08 75 75
Total ... 1,800 861 1,200 400 2,800 500 7,600
TABLE 10.--dountain goat (Oreemnos americanus)
iationel Indien State and
State National | parks and jreserva- Grazing orivate Total
forests | monuments tionse districts lands
Idaho l....t'.’.....l... 3,700 LR SR B B I > 8 00 ¢ s U B B A N ) CRC N BB U N ] 3’700
Mont&na 'R IR AL 4,100 870 510 “ s e e s 0 s e e s e e 5’300
S 1th Dakota ceeceeeaone 300 12 5000000 elalolels wrala 13 325
U nington ..eceeseenses | 5,800 400 B0 | veeneone 200 6,400
Total .voeeceacoveces 13,900 1,300 340 00000000 213 15,700
TABLE 11.--Peccary, or javelina (Pecari amgulatus)
National Indien State and
State Service | Netional | nerks and| reserve- | Grazing private Total
refuges forests | monuments tions districts lands
ATiZONa ceeoee 200 10,300 1,200 1,900 710 200 14,600
New Mexico ... 5000000 1,200 elel=slelslole 8806000 cerenue 610 1,800
TEXAS eecscres 150 ceosses 75 s eses 0000000 100,000 100, 200
Total ... 350 11,500 1,300 1,900 710 100,800 116, 600

TABLE 12.--European wild boar (Sus scrofa)

3 i
4 S

State and
State National private | Total
forests lands
California ... 160 80020080 160
0 North Carolina 350 225 575
Tennessee ...« 1,000 25 1,000
Total ... 1,500 250 1,700




TLBLE

13.--Black bear (Euarctos americanus)

National Indian State and
State Service Nationel | parks and | reserva- Grazing private
refuges forests monuments tions districts lands

Aleabama Y
AP1ZON8 sesees
ATKansas
California ,..
Coloredo +ev..
Florida vseees
2607218 seeone
13810 wevernns
Louisizana ....
Moil® seieiees
Maryland .....
Vichircan ....,
Yipnesota ....
Wississippi ..
Montana seee.e
Neveda sieeees
New Hampshire.
New Mexico ...
Hew YOrK seees
North Carolina
ONi0 svevseeoe
Oklehoma .....
Oregon seseses
Z“ennsylvania .
»oath Carolina
fennessee ....
TRXBS siiecens
S5 2-1 QTN
Vermon
Virginlg seee.
“ashington ...
Au3% Virginia.
Wicconsin eeee
Wyoming eeeees

LI A

*ewses

35

L A ]

20
600

69

*ts s e

®e st 0 0

P e s e
ss 00000
ve a0 00
*es s 0400

20
e s s 000
®o s 0 s
e s e s
s e s e e
ss o000
LR R S Y
LI A Y
L A Y
“e v e e
s eceeos

70
s e s 000
ss s 0.

(AR EX]

* e 0 e s

888

8
16,800
5,700
610
25
7,800
31
2,500
4,000
7,400
40
360
1,600
525
10
6,800
280
14
250
500
410
830
11,600
810
1,900
2,800

L R A

50
520
63

D N A X
D RN EY
LR A Y

s e s 0 e

1
cesesaas
50060000
teseane
5000

300

LRI A

s se

15

100

LI I By

LRI I

20

e s 00000

200
10

25

15
2,000

cs o0 ss0 0

*e s s s

510

369
200

s e 000

s e evee

R Y

7
175
626
416
10
100

60
1,900
638
250

e o 00
as o0
LEC RN RN 'Y
*s s 0000
®e 0 0000
t s es 00
LIRS S

250

s 00000
CRC I SN Y
s e oo e
s s s 000
RO SR I Y
s s s esc e
LIS W 2
e s 600480
s oo nee
®sev0v 00
*s 0000
cevsare
see 0000
s s 000
LI SR AR 'Y
ss s evee
e o0 000
;.ooco.
*s 008
*secsese
es s e e
ss 00000
®es s o000

IRARREEX)

125
30
4,000
5,000
1,200
300
900
20,000
25
4,500
4,000

25
5/ 100
1,000
3,800
1,000
6,600
12
3,000
3,200
442
180
200
400
500
700
5,500
500
2,000
1,700

Total

824

74,500

3,800

4,800

250

70,900

155,100

5/ Estimated from 1943 report.
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TABLE 14.--Grizzly bear (Ursus horribilis)

Nationsal Tndian |Stete and
State Netionel | parks and | reserva- private Totel
forests monuments tions lands
Colorado ..... 10 | acecaeas cesvens 26 36 :
14ah0 vesvvoen B0 | sevecene | ssesees |esesecee 60 !
Montana ...... 550 145 77 | eeeencee 772 |
Washington ... B | vesenses LR S s 3 ?
Wyoming soeees 175 212 o) 97 487
Totel ... 798 357 80 123 1,400

TABLE 15.--fAmerican bison, OT buffalo (Bison bison)

vty

Netionel Indien State and
State Service| parks and| reserva- Grazing private Total
refuges| monuments tions districts lands

ArizZOng eeess vesases]| seeveces crevecs 208 esssenas 208
Colorado «... 500000 26 cesvenw sesavee ctnsesesn 26
'."*Montana...... 577| eeeccoss 750 cesesas secsssen 1,300
P Nebraske .... 1581 cveeseen cesnans 5600000 200 358
New Mexico .. evesee| secsvsee 18 csecene ceesenes 18
North Dakota. 150 ceeossnre cessess srecses 12 27
Oklahoma <.+ 494 11 cesnews REG0000 171 676
Pennsylvania. cecesve| sevseses eresses csecens 60 : 60
South Dakota. 080003 315 ceseses } esesees 600 915
TeX8S secovos veoeses ] cseseves elelolelslale ceveces 300 300
‘Utah seeveves cessees| sscecnen crssens 5080600 50 50
Washington .. cesecse| vsovecns ceesons 5000000 25 25
Wyoming eecss 000000 930 5000000 OO0 000 100 1,000
Total .. 1,200 1,300 768 208 1,500 5,000
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