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The annual inventory of big-game animals of the United States represents
a report to the public on one of the important natural resources of the country.
The figures presented in this report have been supplied by State game officials
and include the number of big-game animals on federal, state and some private
lands within the boundaries of the respective states. For most species the
figures constitute the best rough estimates that can be made, rather than exact
counts. They are not intended to be used as management tools, for which
estimates of population trends are often more serviceabls. The annual enumer-
ation of big-game spscles does, however, serve several worthwhile purposes.
The year-to-year experience obtained in making the surveys is resulting in.
gradual improvement of census techniques which will eventually extend the use-~
fulness of the figures. Possibly the chief value of the inventory at present
lies in keeping before all conservation groups information on the comparative
abundance of our big-gams animals. These figures show that some kinds of big-
game marmals are numbered in the hundreds of thousaunds or even by millions,
while others ere dangerously close to extinction. The former groups must be
brought into balance with their aveilable food supplies on properly maraged
ranges; the latter must be provided with the necessary conditions for continued
existence and growth of their populations. Both of these goals must be achieved
before the condition of the big-game herds can be considered satisfactory.

The tabular presentation of the inventory for 1949 differs in several ways
from that of 1948 and requires a word of explanation. Closely associeted species
and S8tates have been brought together in the table to make comparisons easier;
likewise, major totals have been placed beside the States or species to which
they refer in order to simplify reading.

Another change sets up a pre-hunting-season total in addition to the kill
totals and totals on December 31 as shown for 1948. (See also Explanation of
Table.) In theory the maximum size of the population of a big-game species would
be reached directly after the normal period of bearing young, but the pre-hunting-
season total, actually a broad approximation, should be an acceptable substitute.
Only the maximum totals (shown at the left and top of the table) have been
rounded off; the others.are given exactly as reported by the States. The various
types of inventories used are designated by symbols on the table.
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POOTHOTESs One killed illegslly Includes 11,500 elk from Yellowstone National Park not entirely {ncluded in mrevicus years.
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