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Shorebird Feeding Styles
W

atch the different w
ays shorebirds feed. D

raw
 lines from

 the feeding 
techniques you see to the styles of beaks they have (show

n across the page). 
A

nsw
ers are in the E

ducator’s G
uide A

ppendix. T
hen take a guess at w

hat 
types of foods they are after. R

ecord the nam
es of the shorebirds you are 

w
atching if you know

 them
. 

Shallow
 probing in the m

ud or sand 
T

hese shorebirds are looking for: __________________________________ 
  ________________________________ S

pecies:______________________

D
eep probing in the m

ud or sand  
T

hese shorebirds are looking  for:__________________________________ 
  _______________________________S

pecies:_______________________

Picking things off the surface 
T

hese shorebirds are looking for:___________________________________ 
  ________________________________ S

pecies:______________________

B
reaking or crushing open shelled anim

als 
T

hese shorebirds are looking for:__________________________________  
  ________________________________ S

pecies:______________________

O
ther types of beaks and feeding styles you notice: 

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

Habitat M
ap

D
raw

 a m
ap of the field trip site.  C

reate a key in the box below
. Show

 the 
locations of different habitats, roads, buildings, and w

ildlife.
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Shorebird Observation Record Sheet 1

bird no. no. observed size
(see below)

bill type
(see below) bill color leg color bird names

 

Size:
A.  Larger than a raven

B.   Smaller than a raven, but larger than 
a robin (8 inches long)

C.   Smaller than a robin, but larger than a 
sparrow (5 inches long)

D.  Smaller than a sparrow 

Type of Bill:

A.  Curves down (decurved)

B.  Curves up (recurved)

C.  Short and stout

D.  Long and thin
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