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(Most appropriate for elementary 
students and for field trips that 
emphasize observation)

Students record shorebird and 
habitat observations through 
drawings, poems, map illustrations, 
and matching exercises. This 
journal includes four pre-field trip 
pages and one post-field trip page.  
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Be a Good Bird-w
atcher!

■  W
atch birds from

 a distance.

■  N
ever chase birds!

■  S
tay on roads, paths, and w

alkw
ays.

■  N
ever pick or collect plants or anim

als.

■  D
o not leave trash behind.

■  R
espect N

o T
respassing signs and rules  

that apply to the area you are visiting.

■  L
et your w

ords and actions be a good  
exam

ple to others.
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M
y Fieldtrip M

em
ories

W
hat do you w

ant to rem
em

ber about this place and the things you saw
?  

D
raw

 a picture or w
rite a poem

 that w
ill rem

ind you of your visit.

W
hat Do I W

ant to  
Learn A

bout Shorebirds?
W

rite at least one question to answ
er on your fieldtrip.

W
hen you find the answ

er (s)…
w

rite it (them
) below
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Shorebird Draw
ing

D
raw

 at least tw
o shorebirds you see.  H

ow
 do they look different?  H

ow
 do 

they look alike? U
se the T

axonom
y T

ree on page nine and w
rite the nam

e of 
the fam

ilies these shorebirds belong to.

The Parts of a Shorebird
Standing
C

an you nam
e all the parts of this shorebird?

12
5



Sh
or

eb
ird

 H
ab

ita
t I

nf
or

m
at

io
n

D
at

e:
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

T
im

e:
W

ea
th

er
: 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
L

oc
at

io
n:

W
ha

t p
hy

si
ca

l f
ea

tu
re

s 
ar

e 
pr

es
en

t?
D

ry
 M

ud
__

_ 
 

Sh
or

t 
G

ra
ss

es
__

_
S

al
t 

W
at

er
__

_ 
W

et
 M

ud
__

_
Sh

or
el

in
e_

__
  

F
re

sh
 W

at
er

__
_

T
al

l G
ra

ss
es

__
_ P

eb
bl

es
 o

r 
G

ra
ve

l_
__

W
ha

t t
yp

es
 o

f v
eg

et
at

io
n 

ar
e 

pr
es

en
t?

F
re

sh
w

at
er

 M
ar

sh
 P

la
nt

s_
__

S
al

tw
at

er
 M

ar
sh

 P
la

nt
s_

__
P

ra
ir

ie
 G

ra
ss

es
__

_

W
ha

t h
um

an
-m

ad
e 

st
ru

ct
ur

es
 a

re
 p

re
se

nt
?

R
oa

ds
__

_ 
 

 
 

 
 

B
ui

ld
in

gs
__

_
In

le
ts

 a
nd

 O
ut

le
ts

__
_ 

D
ik

es
 o

r 
D

am
s_

__
R

un
ni

ng
 W

at
er

__
_ 

 
B

er
m

s 
or

 I
sl

an
ds

__
_

A
gr

ic
ul

tu
ra

l F
ie

ld
s_

__

Li
st

 s
ou

nd
s 

an
d 

sm
el

ls
 y

ou
 n

ot
ic

e.

W
ha

t i
s 

th
e 

so
ur

ce
 o

f w
at

er
 fo

r t
hi

s 
ha

bi
ta

t?

Is
 th

is
 s

ite
 p

ro
te

ct
ed

?

Li
st

 a
ny

 p
ot

en
tia

l t
hr

ea
ts

 to
 th

is
 s

ite
.

Sh
or

eb
ird

 B
ea

ks
D

es
ig

ne
d 

fo
r 

W
ha

t 
T

he
y 

E
at

 
an

d 
H

ow
 T

he
y 

F
ee

d

6
11



Shorebird Feeding Styles
W

atch the different w
ays shorebirds feed. D

raw
 lines from

 the feeding 
techniques you see to the styles of beaks they have (show

n across the page). 
A

nsw
ers are in the E

ducator’s G
uide A

ppendix. T
hen take a guess at w

hat 
types of foods they are after. R

ecord the nam
es of the shorebirds you are 

w
atching if you know

 them
. 

Shallow
 probing in the m

ud or sand 
T

hese shorebirds are looking for: __________________________________ 
  ________________________________ S

pecies:______________________

D
eep probing in the m

ud or sand  
T

hese shorebirds are looking  for:__________________________________ 
  _______________________________S

pecies:_______________________

Picking things off the surface 
T

hese shorebirds are looking for:___________________________________ 
  ________________________________ S

pecies:______________________

B
reaking or crushing open shelled anim

als 
T

hese shorebirds are looking for:__________________________________  
  ________________________________ S

pecies:______________________

O
ther types of beaks and feeding styles you notice: 

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

Habitat M
ap

D
raw

 a m
ap of the field trip site.  C

reate a key in the box below
. Show

 the 
locations of different habitats, roads, buildings, and w

ildlife.

Key
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