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addition, federal agencies with permitting jurisdiction would be involved in the identification of the
road corridor to be evaluated and the range of alte rnatives. The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers is a
Cooperating Agency. The W estern Federal La nds Highway Division of Federal Highway
Administration is considering becoming a Cooperating Agency.

Two Notices of Intent were published in the Federal Register; one notice was published in August
2009 to announce the preparation of the EIS and a revised notice was published in February 2010 to
announce the public scoping meetings. The Service has completed the formal scoping process.

The EIS will include a technical ~ study to address prelim inary conceptual engineering for the
proposed road corridor. Preliminary design features to be considered in the EIS will be evaluated by
the Service and Cooperating Agencies in acco rd with the provisions of the Act and the respectiv e
regulatory authorities of the C ooperating Agencies. The EISw ill include a fun ctional values
assessment of the entire land exchange — providing a comparison of ecological integrity or values of
the separate parcels. Additional design and environmental features will be developed as additional
phases of the project are initiated by the permit applicant(s).

Preliminary alternatives that have been identified to date are:

Alternative A — No Action. No land  exchange or new road construc tion would take place. An
estimated 56,000 acres of state and King Cove Corporation land would not be added to the Izembek
NWR. No lands would be rem oved from Federal ownership. The estim ated 5,430 acres of valid
King Cove Corporation selections within the I zembek Wilderness could be transferred to King
Cove Corporation ownership. Existing conditions would be maintained.

Alternative B — Proposed Action. As outlined in the Act, the land ex change would take place for
the purpose of constructing and operating a single land gravel road between the communities of
King Cove and Cold Bay, Alaska.

Additional alternatives will be considered, based on scoping comments, the regulatory requirements
of the federal agencies with permitting jurisdiction, and input from the Cooperating Agencies.

The EIS will identify and disclose direct, indirect, and cumulative impacts for all resource issues by
alternative, including access to an d use of subsistence resources a nd other scoping issues selected
for detailed evaluation. The proposed land exch  ange involving lands within Alaska Maritim e,
Alaska Peninsula, and Izembek National Wildlife Refuges will be evaluated as will the construction
and operation of the specificro ad corridor through the Izem bek Wilderness within Izem bek
National Wildlife Refuge and any subsequent alternatives based on inform ation from the
Cooperating Agencies, stakeholders, and public comments.

1.3  History of the Project and Public Involvement

The cities of King Cove and Cold Bay are located at the western end of the Alaska Peninsula,
approximately 625 miles southwest of Anchorage. Both are located on the Pacific Ocean side of the
peninsula. The Cold Bay Airport has one of the longest civilian runways in Alaska at 10,415 feet,
and the only crosswind runway in the region. The King Cove Airport has a 3,500 foot gravel
runway and is restricted to small aircraft operating under visual flight rules. Residents of King
Cove feel that safe and reliable access to the Cold Bay Airport is essential.

In 1999, Congress passed the King Cove Health and Safety Act (Section 353) of the Omnibus
Consolidated and Emergency Supplemental Appropriations Act (Public Law 105-277) which
provided the Aleutians East Borough with funds to construct a year-round marine-road
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transportation system between the cities of King Cove and Cold Bay, Alaska. This King Cove
Health and Safety Act also appropriated funding for improvements to the King Cove medical clinic
and airport. The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers was the lead federal agency, and the Service was a
cooperating agency in this effort. The two agencies determined that an EIS was required for the
King Cove Access Project. A road corridor through Izembek Wilderness and Izembek National
Wildlife Refuge was discussed and analyzed, but was included in the 2003 EIS for comparison
purposes only due to a legislative mandate that authorized a marine transportation system.

The Notice of Availability of the Draft EIS was published in the Federal Register on August 8§,
2003 that examined six alternatives for access between King Cove and Cold Bay, Alaska. An
alternative was selected that provided a hovercraft connection between the two communities.
Approximately 11,800 people provided electronic comments during scoping; they were notified by
email that the Draft EIS and Appendices were available on the project website.

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers provided formal written notice to 310 local, state, federal and
Native entities, conservation and business organizations, news media, and individuals.
Approximately 200 copies of the Draft EIS in hard copy and electronic format were distributed.
Approximately 6,343 organizations and individuals provided comments on the Draft EIS by the
close of the comment period on September 23, 2003. Approximately 96 percent of all submissions
were form letters. Public hearings were held in Cold Bay, King Cove, and Anchorage.

Resulting from the 2003 EIS, the Aleutians East Borough has operated a commercial hovercraft
service between the communities of King Cove and Cold Bay since August 2006. Due to high
operating costs, the hovercraft schedule has been limited to three days per week, rather than the
original intent of daily service.

As previously stated, in 2009 Congress directed the Secretary of the Interior to prepare an EIS that
includes an analysis of a proposed land exchange with the Service, the State of Alaska and the King
Cove Corporation “for the purpose of constructing a single lane gravel road between the
communities of King Cove and Cold Bay, Alaska.” The Act further states the road “shall be used
primarily for health and safety purposes (including access to and from the Cold Bay Airport)” and
the road would be used for noncommercial purposes (with the exception of taxis and public
transportation.). As a condition of the land exchange, the Secretary of the Interior must determine
that the land exchange and the road corridor are in the public interest.

The Service published a notice in the Federal Register on August 6, 2009, inviting suggestions on
the scope of issues to be addressed in this EIS. A project newsletter was sent by the Service in
January 2010 to the project mailing list that explained the NEPA process and how to get involved.
The Notice of Intent was published on February 24, 2010 announcing the scoping period end date
(May 1, 2010), along with dates, times, and locations of upcoming public meetings. Scoping
meetings were held in Anchorage, Washington DC, Cold Bay, False Pass, King Cove, Nelson
Lagoon and Sand Point during March and April, 2010.
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Formal consultation is being initiated with agencies having jurisdiction within the project study area
regarding resources potentially affected. Preliminary consultation strategy letters were sent to
these agencies to initiate that process. These agencies include:

e National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, National Marine Fisheries Service
(Section 7 Endangered Species and Essential Fish Habitat)

e U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Section 7 Endangered Species )
e State Historic Preservation Office (Section 106, National Historic Preservation Act)

Alaska Native Tribal Government Notification and Consultation

In compliance with Executive Order 13175, Consultation and Coordination with Indian Tribal
Governments, the Service initiated government-to-government consultation with twelve potentially
affected Federally Recognized Tribes (Table 2). On March 2, 2010, the Agdaagux Tribe of King
Cove indicated that President Etta Kuzakin and Della Trumble are representatives for the tribe
during the EIS process.

Letters were sent to the Federally Recognized Tribes on June 16, 2010 stating that public scoping
recently occurred and the Service would be glad to conduct separate meetings to explain the
proposal and hear their thoughts. The letters asked if the tribes had any thoughts on the topics of
cultural, traditional, or religious sites that could be affected; any known graves or archaeological
sites in the project area; any formal tribal positions on the proposal; any information on fish and
wildlife that may be affected and any other input the tribe would like to contribute. One Tribal
consultation meeting was held on August 25, 2010 with representatives from the Agdaagux Tribe of
King Cove and the Native Village of Belkofski. In addition, President Etta Kuzakin and Della
Trumble from the Agdaagux Tribe of King Cove and President Simeon Kuzakin from the Native
Village of Belkofski provided oral comments at the King Cove public scoping meeting.

Table 2: List of Federally Recognized Tribes Engaged in the
Government to Government Consultation Process

EgzlalaK%zuarﬁibr},ePresident and Agdaagux Tribe of King Cove
Simeon Kuzakin, President Native Village of Belkofski
Roy Atchak, President Chevak Native Village
Ruth Hoblet, President Native Village of False Pass
David Bunyan, President Native Village of Hooper Bay
Paul Gundersen, President Native Village of Nelson Lagoon
Moses Carl, President Newtok Village
Frank Napoleon, President Native Village of Paimiut
Amber Karlsen, President Pauloff Harbor Village
SCOPING REPORT PAGE 6
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Frank Aguchak, President

Native Village of Scammon Bay

David Osterback, President

Qagan Tayagungin Tribe of Sand
Point Village

John Foster, President

Native Village of Unga
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Wednesday April 28 in the afternoon, weather dependent. After the Nelson Lagoon meeting,
Service personnel flew to False Pass for the scoping meeting. Three people attended the meeting
with two people giving oral testimony. Approximately 80 people attended the King Cove scoping
meeting on April 29, of which 28 spoke.

Supporting information for the public scoping meetings, including the scoping power point
presentation, maps, sign-in sheets, and a sample comment form is included in Appendix B.
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3.0 Summary of Comments Received

Public scoping comments were received via:
e Oral discussion or testimony at the public scoping meetings.
e  Written comments received by mail, email, or fax.

There were a total of 31,568 submissions submitted during the scoping period. A submission is the
entirety of a written or oral entry. A total of 31,454 form letters were received from four different
sources (Defenders of Wildlife, The Wilderness Society, Audubon, and National Wildlife Refuge
Association). There were 114 unique submissions.

Comments are discrete concepts conveyed in submissions. Comments were assigned subject
category codes to describe the content of the comment. The issue categories and codes are listed in
Table 3. The issues were grouped by general topics, including effects, purpose and need, proposed
action and alternatives, and regulatory compliance. The relative distribution of comments by issue
1s shown 1n Figure 1, which displays the analysis of unique comments, which includes one of each
form letter.

Group affiliations of those that submitted comments included: federal agencies, Tribal governments,
state agencies, local governments, businesses, special interest groups/non-governmental
organizations, and individuals. The complete text of public comments received is included in the
Administrative Record for the EIS.

All unique submissions were read and analyzed for substantive comments. Substantive comments
were assigned a single Issue Code in the Comment Analysis System database. Each comment
coded also received an automatic tracking number (Comment ID) by the Comment Analysis System
database.

The public comment submissions generated 640 coded comments, which were then grouped into
Statements ¢f Concern (SOCs). SOCs are summary statements intended to capture the different
themes identified in the substantive comments. Every substantive comment was assigned to an
SOC; 149 SOCs were developed. Each SOC is represented by an issue category code followed by a
number: the Service will use the SOCs to develop alternatives and mitigation measures in the EIS,
as appropriate.

3.1 Issues Identified

The comments received during the scoping period were coded into 28 issue categories, described as
follows:
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4.0  Next Steps in the Planning Process

This section is intended to be a very broad overview of the next steps in the NEPA process.
4.1 Develop Alternatives

A reasonable range of alternatives that meet the purpose and need of the project will be identified
and examined in the EIS. Pertinent input from the scoping process will be incorporated into the
range of potential alternatives. This ensures that the full spectrum of positions expressed by
participants in the scoping process has been considered, in accord with NEPA. In addition to the
land exchange proposal, at least one road construction alternative will be evaluated, in accord with
the Act that 1s guiding this EIS process. Alternatives that were eliminated from further consideration
and not brought forward for formal analysis in the EIS will be identified, along with justifications
for elimination.

Each viable alternative will be developed with conceptual plans by using available information or
by identifying additional information to be obtained in order to evaluate all of the alternatives on an
equal basis. This step begins after the scoping comments are analyzed and the scoping report
finalized; this step 1s scheduled to begin in August 2010.

4.2 Describe the Affected Environment

Available environmental information associated with the identified issue categories will be
reviewed and summarized. The summary will include available scientific research and pertinent
studies and surveys required for areas that would be potentially impacted by the viable alternatives.
This information will be presented in the 4, fected Environment chapter of the EIS. This step is
scheduled to begin in August 2010.

4.3 Assess Environmental Consequences of Alternatives

The potential environmental consequences of alternatives carried forward for analysis will be
evaluated, including direct, indirect, and cumulative effects. NEPA compliance associated with
Federal, state, and local agency permits will be identified and incorporated into the analysis of
potential effects. This step will be conducted after the range of alternatives is identified.

4.4 Issue the Draft EIS

A Draft EIS will be prepared and made available for review by the public, Tribal governments,
local, state, and federal agencies. The Draft EIS will be available for a 90-day review after the
Notice of Availability has been published in the Federal Register. The public hearings will offer
another opportunity for public comment on the Draft EIS. Currently, the public comment period 1s
estimated to begin in early 2011. Public Hearings for the Draft EIS are estimated to occur in
summer of 2011. To the best of our abilities, hearing dates will be arranged with consideration of
local seasonal schedules.

If the analysis of alternatives finds that the proposed action would “significantly restrict subsistence
uses,” an Alaska National Interest Lands Conservation Act (ANILCA) Section 810 hearing would
be held in the affected area, in conjunction with but separate from the Draft EIS hearing.

4.5 Issue the Final EIS and Record of Decision

After analyzing public comments received on the Draft EIS, the document will be revised to prepare
a Final EIS. The Final EIS will include the comments submitted on the Draft EIS, including
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changes made to the EIS in response to comments. This step will include public notice of document
availability, the distribution of the document, and a 30-day comment/waiting period on the final
document. This step is projected to occur in the spring of 2012.

The Service will strive to meet the NEPA requirements of the federal cooperating agencies in this
EIS process. The federal cooperating agencies may each issue a separate Record of Decision. The
issuance of the Record of Decision(s) will conclude the EIS process in the summer of 2012. The
selected alternative will be identified in each Record of Decision, as well as the agency’s rationale
for their conclusions regarding the environmental effects and appropriate mitigation measures for
the proposed project.

SCOPING REPORT PAGE 19
URS PROJECT NoO. 26220860 SEPTEMBER 13,2010





http://izembek.fws.gov/eis.htm
mailto:izembek_eis@fws.gov

Appendix A — Scoping Outreach Materials

A-1.  Notice of Intent August 6, 2009
A-2.  Revised Notice February 24, 2010
A-3.  Project Mailing List

A-4.  Newsletter #1

A-5.  Newspaper Advertisement

A-6. Press Release

A-7. Electronic/Online Announcements
A-8.  Flyer for Community Posting



A-1.  Notice of Intent August 6, 2009



39336

Federal Register/Vol. 74, No. 150/ Thursday, August

6, 2009/ Notices

requesting a 3-year term of approval for
this information collection activity.

DATES: Public comments on this
Information Collection Request (ICR)
will be accepted on or before October 5,
2009.

ADDRESSES: Send comments to: Ms. Jo
A. Pendry, Chief, Commercial Services
Program, National Park Service, 1201
Eye Street, NW., 11th Floor,
Washington, DC 20005, or via e-email at
jo pendry@nps.gov, or via fax at 202/
371-2090.

To Request a Draft cf Proposed
Collection of Information Contact: Ms.
Jo A. Pendry, Chief, Commercial
Services Program, National Park
Service, 1201 Eye Street, NW., 11th
Floor, Washington, DC 20005 or via fax
at 202/371-2090. You are entitled to a
copy of the entire ICR package free-of-
charge.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: An agency
may not conduct or sponsor, and a
person is not required to respond to, a
collection of information unless it
displays a currently valid Office of
Management and Budget (OMB) control
number.

OMB Control Number: 1024-0125.

Title: Submission of Offers in
Response to Concession Opportunities.

Current Expiration Date: 01/31/2010.

Form(s): None.

Type of Request: Extension of a
currently approved collection of
information.

Abstract: The regulations at 36 CFR
part 51 primarily implement Title IV of
the National Parks Omnibus
Management Act of 1998 (Pub. L. 105—
391 or the Act), which provides
legislative authority, policies and
requirements for the solicitation, award
and administration of National Park
Service (NPS) concession contracts. The
regulations require the submission of
offers by parties interested in applying
for a NPS concession contract.

Ajfected public: Businesses and
nonprofit organizations.

Obligation to respond: Required to
obtain or retain a benefit.

Frequency of response: On occasion.

Estimated total annual responses:
240.

Estimated average completion time
per response: 320 hours.

Estimated annual reporting burden:
76,800 hours.

Estimated annual nonhour cost
burden: $1,120,000.

Comments are invited on: (1) The
practical utility of the information being
gathered; (2) the accuracy of the burden
hour estimate; (3) ways to enhance the
quality, utility, and clarity of the
information to be collected; and (4)

ways to minimize the burden to
respondents, including use of
automated information collection
techniques or other forms of information
technology. Before including your
address, phone number, e-mail address,
or other personal identifying
information in your comment, you
should be aware that your entire
comment—including your personal
identifying information—may be made
publicly available at any time. While
you can ask us in your comment to
withhold your personal identifying
information from public review, we
cannot guarantee that NPS will be able
to do so. All responses to the notice will
be summarized and included in the
request for the Office of Management
and Budget approval.

Dated: August 3, 2009.
Cartina Miller,
NPS Information Collection Clearance
Cyficer.
[FR Doc. E9-18857 Filed 8-5-09; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE P

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

Fish and Wildlife Service

[FWS-R7-R-2009-N135; 70133-1265-0000—
u4]

Izembek National Wildlife Refuge, Cold
Bay, AK

AGENCY: Fish and Wildlife Service,
Interior.

ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: We, the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service (Service), intend to
prepare an Environmental Impact
Statement (EIS) for a proposed land
exchange of certain lands owned by the
State of Alaska and certain lands owned
by the King Cove Corporation and
evaluation of a road corridor through
the Izembek National Wildlife Refuge
and the Izembek Wilderness Area. We
furnish this notice to advise the public
and other agencies of our intentions and
to seek information and suggestions on
the scope of issues to be addressed in
the EIS. Special mailings, newspaper
articles, and other media releases will
announce additional opportunities to
provide written and oral input.

DATES: While we are initiating the EIS,
progress will be dependent on specific
appropriations to fund this effort. Public
scoping meetings will be held in
Washington, DC, as well as in
Anchorage, King Cove, Cold Bay, Sand
Point, and Nelson Lagoon in Alaska. At
least 30 days prior to each meeting, we
will announce dates, times, and
locations.

ADDRESSES: Additional information
concerning the proposed land exchange
is at http://izembek.fws.gov/EIS.htm.
Send your comments or requests for
information by any of the following
methods:

e E-mail: izembek eis@fws.gov;

e Fax: Attn: Helen Clough, (907) 786—
3965; or

e U.S. Mail: Helen Clough, Project
Coordinator, U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service, 1011 East Tudor Rd., MS-231,
Anchorage, AK 99503.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Helen Clough, 907-786-3357 (phone),
or at the addresses above.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

The Izembek National Wildlife Refuge
(417,533 acres) and the North Creek
(8,452 acres) and Pavlof (1,447,264
acres) units of the Alaska Peninsula
National Wildlife Refuge are located at
the westernmost tip of the Alaska
Peninsula. The 1,008,697-acre Unimak
Island (the easternmost Aleutian Island
of the Alaska Maritime National
Wildlife Refuge) lies across the Isanotski
Strait. To the north of the Izembek
Refuge is the Bering Sea; to the south is
the Pacific Ocean. The Alaska Peninsula
is dominated by the rugged Aleutian
Range, part of the Aleutian arc chain of
volcanoes. Landforms include
mountains, active volcanoes, U-shaped
valleys, glacial moraines, low tundra
wetlands, lakes, sand dunes, and
lagoons. Elevations range from sea level
to the 9,372-foot Shishaldin Volcano.
Shishaldin Volcano is a designated
National Natural Landmark. Several
major lagoons are within the Izembek
Refuge boundary. These lagoons contain
some of the world’s largest eelgrass
beds. The lagoons are under the
jurisdiction of the State of Alaska.
Izembek Lagoon is designated the
Izembek State Game Refuge. Birds from
all over the Arctic funnel through
Izembek Refuge each fall on their way
to wintering grounds throughout the
world. More than 98 percent of the
world’s Pacific black brant use Izembek
Lagoon as a staging area for their fall
migration to Mexico. Other birds that
use the refuge include golden plovers,
ruddy turnstones, western sandpipers,
tundra swans, Steller’s eiders, and
emperor geese. The refuge also is home
to large concentrations of brown bears
and other large mammals such as
caribou and wolves. The red, pink,
chum, and silver salmon that use the
waters within the refuge enrich the
entire ecosystem with the nutrients they
bring from the sea. The refuge also has
a rich human history, from ancient
settlements of Alaska Natives, through
the 18th and 19th century Russian fur
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traders, to a World War II outpost. The
Izembek Wilderness covers much of the
refuge and includes pristine streams,
extensive wetlands, steep mountains,
tundra, and sand dunes, and provides
high scenic, wildlife, and scientific
values, as well as outstanding
opportunities for solitude and primitive
recreation.

The King Cove Corporation is an
Alaska Native Village Corporation
established under the Alaska Native
Claims Settlement Act of 1971 (ANCSA;
43 U.S.C. 1601 et seq.) Under the
authority of ANCSA, Congress granted
to King Cove Corporation land
entitlements within and adjacent to
Izembek Refuge. The State of Alaska
also owns lands, submerged lands,
shorelands, and tidelands within and
adjacent to Izembek and Alaska
Peninsula Refuges, including the
Izembek State Game Refuge.

Alaska Maritime National Wildlife
Refuge stretches from the Arctic Ocean
to the southeast panhandle of Alaska
and protects breeding habitat for
seabirds, marine mammals, and other
wildlife on more than 2,500 islands,
spires, rocks, and coastal headlands.
Sitkinak Island, which lies within the
boundaries of the Alaska Maritime
National Wildlife Refuge, is primarily
owned by the State of Alaska, with two
parcels owned by the Service.

In the Omnibus Public Land
Management Act of 2009 (H.R. 146,
Subtitle E; the Act), Congress directs us
to prepare an EIS under the National
Environmental Policy Act of 1969, as
amended (42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.) and its
implementing regulations (40 CFR parts
1500-1508) to evaluate the impacts of a
proposed land exchange with the State
of Alaska and the King Cove
Corporation for the purpose of
constructing a single-lane gravel road
between the communities of King Cove
and Cold Bay, Alaska. The land
exchange would involve the removal of
approximately 206 acres within the
Izembek Wilderness portion of Izembek
National Wildlife Refuge for the road
corridor and approximately 1,600 acres
of Federal land within the Alaska
Maritime National Wildlife Refuge on
Sitkinak Island. In exchange, we would
receive approximately 43,093 acres of
land owned by the State of Alaska and
approximately 13,300 acres of land
owned by the King Cove Corporation.
These lands are located around Cold
Bay and adjacent to the North Creek
Unit of Alaska Peninsula National
Wildlife Refuge.

The preparation of this EIS is to begin
not later than 60 days after the Secretary
receives notification by the State and
the King Cove Corporation of their

intention to exchange lands in
accordance with the Act. The Secretary
received notification by the King Cove
Corporation on May 19, 2009, and by
the State of Alaska on June 19, 2009.
This notice initiates the process and
opens the period for public scoping.
Formal public involvement activities
will begin when we receive funds
appropriated to support this effort. At
that time we will announce additional
public involvement activities.

In accordance with Section
6402(b)(2)(B) of the Act, the EIS will
analyze the proposed land exchange and
the potential construction and operation
of a road between the communities of
King Cove and Cold Bay, Alaska, and
will evaluate a specific road corridor
through the Izembek Refuge that will be
identified in consultation with the State
of Alaska, the City of King Cove, and the
Agdaagux Tribe of King Cove. The
alternatives anticipated at this time
include the existing situation (no land
exchange or road construction) and the
proposed land exchange and road
construction and operation as outlined
in the Act. In preparing the EIS, the
Service will solicit comments from
public locally, regionally, and
nationally. As required in the Act,
subsequent to the preparation of the EIS
and in conjunction with the Record of
Decision, the Secretary of the Interior
will determine whether the land
exchange (including the construction of
the proposed road) is in the public
interest.

Public Availability of Comments

Before including your address, phone
number, e-mail address, or other
personal identifying information in your
comment, you should be aware that
your entire comment—including your
personal identifying information—may
be made publicly available at any time.
While you can ask us to withhold it
from public review, we cannot
guarantee we will be able to do so.

Dated: July 31, 2009.
Gary Edwards,

Acting Regional Director, U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service, Anchorage, Alaska.

[FR Doc. E9-18809 Filed 8-5-09; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4310-55-P

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

Notice of Availability for the Record of
Decision on the Final General
Management Plan/Environmental
Impact Statement, Minuteman Missile
National Historic Site, South Dakota

AGENCY: Department of the Interior,
National Park Service.

SUMMARY: Pursuant to Section 102(2)(C)
of the National Environmental Policy
Act of 1969 (42 U.S.C. 4332(C)), the
National Park Service (NPS) announces
the availability of the Record of
Decision (ROD) for the Final General
Management Plan (GMP)/Environmental
Impact Statement (EIS), Minuteman
Missile National Historic Site, South
Dakota. On July 2, the acting regional
director for the NPS Midwest Region
approved the ROD for the Final GMP/
EIS. As soon as practicable, the NPS
will begin to implement the selected
alternative.

The selected alternative, with the
concept of presenting the national
historic site as a symbol of the Cold
War, will restore Delta One to its ready-
alert status and rehabilitate Delta Nine
to its stand-down appearance. These
facilities will be presented as symbols
commemorating the history and
significance of the Cold War, the arms
race, and the intercontinental ballistic
missile in the second half of the 20th
century.

The selected alternative includes
locating a 7,700-square-foot visitor/
administrative facility northwest of exit
131 on Interstate 90, built in two stages.
Under the selected alternative, visitors
will drive their personal cars to the
Delta One facility and, with
reservations, go on a ranger-led tour.
Visitors will also drive their personal
cars to Delta Nine for a self-guided tour.
A shuttle system to Delta One will be
developed for operation when the level
of visitation warrants. The chain link
security gate at Delta One will remain
locked during business hours except
during shuttle tours. The gate at Delta
Nine will remain open during business
hours.

Visitors benefit from this plan because
of a rich range of options to see and
learn about the missile sites as symbols
that commemorate the Cold War,
including guided tours, onsite
interpretive media, and interpretive
programs at the visitor/administrative
facility.

The ROD includes a statement of the
decision made, synopses of other
alternatives considered, the basis for the
decision, a description of the
environmentally preferable alternative,
a finding on impairment of park
resources and values, a listing of
measures to minimize environmental
harm, and an overview of public
involvement in the decision-making
process.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Superintendent Mark Herberger,
Minuteman Missile National Historic
Site, 21280 South Dakota Highway 240,
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Scoping Process

To avoid duplication with State and
local procedures, we plan to use the
scoping process initiated by Western
under CEQA. No additional public
scoping meetings are planned at this
time. The CEQA Notice of Preparation,
comments received, and a map showing
the proposed project and pipeline
alignment alternatives are available at
http://www.usbr.gov/Ic/socal/
envdocs.html. No known Indian trust
assets or environmental justice issues
are associated with the Proposed
Action, although the proposed pipeline
alignment may include areas of low
income and minority populations.

Written comments are requested to
help identify any additional alternatives
and issues that should be analyzed in
the EIS/EIR. Federal, State and local
agencies, tribes, and the general public
are invited to participate in the
environmental review process.

Public Disclosure

Before including your name, address,
phone number, e-mail address, or other
personal identifying information in your
comment, please be aware that your
entire comment—including your
personal identifying information—may
be made publicly available at any time.
While you can ask us in your comment
to withhold your personal identifying
information from public review, we
cannot guarantee that we will be able to
do so.

Dated: February 18, 2010.
Jayne Harkins,

Deputy Regional Director, Bureau of
Reclamation, Lower Colorado Region.

[FR Doc. 2010-3644 Filed 2-23-10; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4310-MN-P

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

Fish and Wildlife Service
[FWS-R7-R-2009-N288; 70133-1265-0000-
u4]

Izembek National Wildlife Refuge, Cold
Bay, Alaska

AGENCY: U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service,
Interior.

ACTION: Revised Notice

SUMMARY: We, the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service (Service), intend to
prepare an environmental impact
statement (EIS) for a proposed land
exchange of certain lands owned by the
State of Alaska and certain lands owned
by the King Cove Corporation and
evaluation of a proposed road corridor
through the Izembek National Wildlife

Refuge and the Izembek Wilderness
Area. We published a notice in the
Federal Register on August 6, 2009,
inviting suggestions on the scope of
issues to address in the EIS. We now
provide a comment-period end date and
announce the dates, times, and locations
of upcoming public meetings. Special
mailings, newspaper articles, and other
media releases will announce additional
opportunities to provide written and
oral input.

DATES: Meetings: Public scoping
meetings will be held in Anchorage,
Alaska on March 4, 2010, 5-8 p.m. and
on March 11, 2010, 1-4 p.m. in
Washington, DC. In addition, we will
hold public scoping meetings in King
Cove, Cold Bay, Sand Point, and Nelson
Lagoon in Alaska. We will announce
these meeting dates, times, and
locations locally, at least 10 days prior
to each meeting.

Comments: Please provide any
written comments, information, or
suggestions on the scope of issues to
address in the EIS by April 30, 2010.

ADDRESSES: Additional information
concerning the proposed land exchange
is at http://izembek.fws.gov/EIS.htm.
Send your comments or requests for
information by any of the following
methods:

e E-mail: izembek eis@fws.gov;

e Fax:Attn: Stephanie Brady, (907)
786-3965; or

e U.S. Mail: Stephanie Brady, Project
Coordinator, U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service, 1011 East Tudor Rd., MS-231,
Anchorage, AK 99503.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Stephanie Brady, 907-246-1203
(phone), or at the addresses above.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
Izembek National Wildlife Refuge
(417,533 acres) and the North Creek
(8,452 acres) and Pavlof (1,447,264
acres) units of the Alaska Peninsula
National Wildlife Refuge are located at
the westernmost tip of the Alaska
Peninsula. The 1,008,697-acre Unimak
Island (the easternmost Aleutian Island
of the Alaska Maritime National
Wildlife Refuge) lies across the Isanotski
Strait. To the north of the Izembek
Refuge is the Bering Sea; to the south is
the Pacific Ocean. The Alaska Peninsula
is dominated by the rugged Aleutian
Range, part of the Aleutian arc chain of
volcanoes. Landforms include
mountains, active volcanoes, U-shaped
valleys, glacial moraines, low tundra
wetlands, lakes, sand dunes, and
lagoons. Elevations range from sea level
to the 9,372-foot Shishaldin Volcano.
Shishaldin Volcano is a designated
National Natural Landmark.

Several major lagoons are within the
Izembek Refuge boundary. These
lagoons contain some of the world’s
largest eelgrass beds. The lagoons are
under the jurisdiction of the State of
Alaska. Izembek Lagoon is designated as
Izembek State Game Refuge. Birds from
all over the Arctic funnel through
Izembek Refuge in fall on their way to
wintering grounds throughout the
world. More than 98 percent of the
world’s Pacific black brant use Izembek
Lagoon as a staging area for their fall
migration to Mexico. Other birds that
use the refuge include golden plovers,
ruddy turnstones, western sandpipers,
tundra swans, Steller’s eiders, and
emperor geese. The refuge also is home
to large concentrations of brown bears
and other large mammals, such as
caribou and wolves. The red, pink,
chum, and silver salmon that use the
waters within the refuge enrich the
entire ecosystem with the nutrients they
bring from the sea. The refuge also has
a rich human history, from ancient
settlements of Alaska Natives, through
the 18th and 19th century Russian fur
traders, to a World War II outpost. The
Izembek Wilderness covers much of the
refuge and includes pristine streams,
extensive wetlands, steep mountains,
tundra, and sand dunes, and provides
high scenic, wildlife, and scientific
values, as well as outstanding
opportunities for solitude and primitive
recreation.

Alaska Maritime National Wildlife
Refuge stretches from the Arctic Ocean
to the southeast panhandle of Alaska
and protects breeding habitat for
seabirds, marine mammals, and other
wildlife on more than 2,500 islands,
spires, rocks, and coastal headlands.
Sitkinak Island, which lies within the
boundaries of the Alaska Maritime
National Wildlife Refuge, is primarily
owned by the State of Alaska, with two
parcels owned by the Service.

The King Cove Corporation is an
Alaska Native Village Corporation
established under the Alaska Native
Claims Settlement Act of 1971 (ANCSA;
43 U.S.C. 1601 et seq.). Under the
authority of ANCSA, Congress granted
King Cove Corporation land
entitlements within and adjacent to
Izembek Refuge. The State of Alaska
also owns lands, submerged lands,
shorelands, and tidelands within and
adjacent to Izembek and Alaska
Peninsula Refuges, including the
Izembek State Game Refuge.

In the Omnibus Public Land
Management Act of 2009 (H.R. 146,
Subtitle E; the Act), Congress directed
us to prepare an EIS under the National
Environmental Policy Act of 1969, as
amended (42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.), and
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its implementing regulations (40 CFR
parts 1500-1508) to evaluate the
impacts of a proposed land exchange
with the State of Alaska and the King
Cove Corporation for the purpose of
constructing a single-lane gravel road
between the communities of King Cove
and Cold Bay, Alaska. The land
exchange would involve the removal of
approximately 206 acres within the
Izembek Wilderness portion of Izembek
National Wildlife Refuge for the road
corridor and approximately 1,600 acres
of Federal land within the Alaska
Maritime National Wildlife Refuge on
Sitkinak Island. In exchange, we would
receive approximately 43,093 acres of
land owned by the State of Alaska and
approximately 13,300 acres of land
owned by the King Cove Corporation.
These lands are located around Cold
Bay and adjacent to the North Creek
Unit of Alaska Peninsula National
Wildlife Refuge.

The Act directed us to begin our
preparation of this EIS not later than 60
days after the Secretary received
notification by the State and the King
Cove Corporation of their intention to
exchange lands. The Secretary received
notification from the King Cove
Corporation on May 19, 2009, and from
the State of Alaska on June 19, 2009.
Our notice of August 6, 2009 (74 FR
39336), initiated the process and opened
the period for public scoping. This
revised notice informs the public of the
dates for the public scoping meetings in
Washington, DC, and Anchorage,
Alaska, and also notifies the public of
the comment-period end date (see
DATES). We will also hold public
scoping meetings at King Cove, Cold
Bay, Sand Point, and Nelson Lagoon,
Alaska; we will announce the dates,
times, and locations locally, at least 10
days prior to each meeting.

In accordance with Section
6402(b)(2)(B) of the Act, the EIS will
analyze the proposed land exchange and
the potential construction and operation
of a road between the communities of
King Cove and Cold Bay, Alaska, and
will evaluate a specific road corridor
through the Izembek Refuge that will be
identified in consultation with the State
of Alaska, the City of King Cove, and the
Agdaagux Tribe of King Cove. The
alternatives anticipated at this time
include the existing situation (no land
exchange or road construction) and the
proposed land exchange and road
construction and operation as outlined
in the Act. In preparing the EIS, we will
request comments from the public
locally, regionally, and nationally. As
required in the Act, subsequent to the

preparation of the EIS and in
conjunction with the Record of
Decision, the Secretary of the Interior
will determine whether the land
exchange (including the construction of
the proposed road) is in the public
interest. We anticipate release of the
Draft EIS in the spring of 2011, followed
by a 90-day public review period.

Public Availability of Comments

Before including your address, phone
number, e-mail address, or other
personal identifying information in your
comment, you should be aware that
your entire comment—including your
personal identifying information—may
be made publicly available at any time.
While you can ask us to withhold it
from public review, we cannot
guarantee we will be able to do so.

Dated: February 16, 2010.
Geoffrey L. Haskett,

Regional Director, U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service, Anchorage, Alaska.

[FR Doc. 2010-3642 Filed 2-23-10; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4310-55-P

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

Bureau of Land Management
[LLUT91000-L11400000-PH0000-24-1A]

Notice of Utah’s Resource Advisory
Council (RAC)/Recreation RAC
Meeting

AGENCY: Bureau of Land Management,
Interior.

ACTION: Notice of Utah’s Resource
Advisory Council (RAC)/Recreation
RAC Meeting.

SUMMARY: In accordance with the
Federal Land Policy and Management
Act (FLPMA) and The Federal Advisory
Committee Act of 1972 (FACA), the U.S.
Department of the Interior, Bureau of
Land Management’s (BLM) Utah
Resource Advisory Council (RAC)/
Recreation RAC will meet as indicated
below.

DATES: The Utah Resource Advisory
Council (RAC)/Recreation RAC will
meet March 24, 2010, (8:30 a.m.—3:30
p.m.) and March 25, 2010, (8 a.m.—5
p.m.) in St. George, Utah.

ADDRESSES: The Council will meet at the
Hilton Garden Inn (Indigo meeting
room), 1731 South Convention Center
Drive, St. George, Utah.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Contact Sherry Foot, Special Programs
Coordinator, Utah State Office, Bureau
of Land Management, P.O. Box 45155,

Salt Lake City, Utah, 84145-0155;
phone (801) 539-4195.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The 15-
member Council advises the Secretary
of the Interior, through the Bureau of
Land Management, on a variety of
planning and management issues
associated with public land
management in Utah. In conformance
with the Federal Lands Recreation
Enhancement Act (Title 16 of the United
States Code, Part 6801 et seq.), the U.S.
Forest Service and the BLM will present
the following recreation fee proposals
on March 24: The BLM Moab Field
Office proposal to begin charging
Expanded Amenity fees at the Moab
Skyway Group Site and the Entrada
Bluffs, Bartlett, and Courthouse Rock
camping areas; the BLM Fillmore Field
Office proposal to increase Special
Recreation Permit fees at the Little
Sahara Recreation Area; the Dixie
National Forest proposal to begin
charging Expanded Amenity fees at the
Pine Valley Guard Station; and the
Fishlake National Forest proposals to
increase Expanded Amenity fees at the
Adelaide, Gooseberry, Lebaron, Maple
Grove, and Oak Creek campgrounds.
Planned agenda topics for the March 24
session also include a welcome and
introduction of new Council members.
A half-hour public comment period,
where the public may address the
Council, is scheduled to begin from 2:15
p-m.—2:45 p.m. Written comments may
be sent to the Bureau of Land
Management address listed above.

On March 25, topics will include an
implementation overview of Subtitle O
of the Omnibus Public Land
Management Act of 2009, and the
Washington County Commissioners’
and School and Institutional Trust
Lands Administration’s perspectives on
the Act. Randy Johnson, consultant, will
address the Council on the status of
ongoing land use bills from other
counties. A field tour of the Red Cliffs
National Conservation Area is planned
from 1:15 p.m. until 4:30 p.m. All
meetings are open to the public;
however, transportation, lodging, and
meals are the responsibility of the
participating public.

Dated: February 16, 2010.

Approved:

Selma Sierra,

State Director.

[FR Doc. 2010-3654 Filed 2-23-10; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4310-DQ-P
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Acct USFI0010
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PUBL CNOTICE
U S. Hsh and Wildlife Service Announces Pullic-
ch&)“ng Meeting in An:hox:'gie for the Environmen -
Impact St atementfor the Proposed LandEx-
change and Road Corridar forlzembek Na tional
wildlife Refuge

The U. S. Fish and Wildlife S ervice willhold a publig
scoping meeting for theEnvironmental Impac
Statement (EIS)on the proposed land exchange and
road corridor for zembek Vational Wildlife Refuge,
The development of an EIS is required by Subtitle
of the Omnibus Public Land Management Act o
2009 (P.L. 111-11, Act). Tre Act directs the Secr
tary of the Interior to develop an ES to evaluate
three-party land exchange that would add 56 39
acres to the Izembek and Alaska Peninsula Nat ional
Widlife Refuges (NWR), designate 43,000 acres a:
wilderness, transfer 1,600 acres of refuge lands on
Sitkinak kland to the State of Alaska, and tr ansfer
206-acre, 9-milecorridar trrough izembek NWR and
designated Wilder nessto the State, to allow a road
to be constructed between the communities of Kin
Cove and Cold Bay.

The EIS process will begin with public scopin

meetings to discuss issues that relte tothe land
exchangeand roadcaridar. The first public scop
ing meeting willbe held on Thursday, March 4,201

in the wilda Mar ston Theatr e at the Laussac Librar
in Anchorage, Alaska, 5:00 -0 8:00 pm. The Lou ssa
Library is located at 3600 Denalli Street, Anchorage,
Alaska. Allmembers of the public are welcome 't

attend. For additional infarmation, please ref er t

the lzembek NWR website http://izembek. fws. gov,
or contact the Program Coordinator, Stephani

Brady at Email: izembek _sis@fws.gov, Fax Attn;
Stephanie Brady, (907) 786-3965, or U.S. Mail]
Stephanie Brady, Project Coordinator, US. Fish and
Widlife Service, 1011 East Tudor Rd., MS-231, An
chorage, AK 99503,
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http://www.fws.gov/news/NewsReleases/showNews.cfm?newsId=1B67715B-E33D-C8F1
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A-T7.

Electronic/Online Advertisements

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Project Website Scoping Updates

o March 17,2010

o April1,2010

o May 5, 2010
Service submission to cooperating agencies for web postings
Independent public website scoping posting, managed by Ernest Weiss
Special edition of In the Locp newsletter, published by Aleutians East
Borough, Aleutians East Borough School District, and Eastern
Aleutian Tribes
What’s Up Listserv Excerpt
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What's Up Listserv Excerpt

**Mark those items that are new in this What’s Up.

February 19, 2010 Compiled Weekly by Peg Tileston
On behalf of the Alaska Women’s Environmental Network (AWEN), Alaska Center for
the Environment (ACE), and Alaska Conservation Alliance (ACA)

**March 4

Scoping meeting will be held from 5 to 8pm at the Wilda Marston Theater, Loussac
Library on the PROPOSED LAND EXCHANGE that would involve the removal of
approximately 206 acres within the Izembek Wilderness portion of IZEMBEK
NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE for the road corridor and approximately 1,600 acres
of Federal land within the Alaska Maritime National Wildlife Refuge on Sitkinak Island.
In exchange, the Service would receive approximately 43,093 acres of land owned by the
State of Alaska and approximately 13,300 acres of land owned by the King Cove
Corporation. These lands are located around Cold Bay and adjacent to the North Creek
Unit of Alaska Peninsula National Wildlife Refuge. The Act specifies that this land
exchange is not subject to any Federal requirements for land exchanges relating to
valuation, appraisal, or equalization of land. In addition, an analysis will be conducted of
a specific road corridor through the Izembek National Wildlife Refuge. For more
information, contact Stephanie Brady at 907-246-1203, Fax 907-246-6696 or email
izembek eis@fws.gov.
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Appendix B — Scoping Materials

B-1.  Scoping PowerPoint Presentation
B-2. Maps
B-3.  Sign-in Sheets
- Anchorage, AK
- Washington, DC
- City of Sand Point
- City of Cold Bay
- City of King Cove
- City of False Pass
- Nelson Lagoon
B-4.  Sample Comment Form



B-1.  Scoping PowerPoint Presentation
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B-2. Maps









B-3 Sign-in Sheet
Anchorage, AK















Sign-in Sheet
Attendees Washington, DC






Sign-in Sheet
Speakers Washington, DC






Sign In Sheet to Speak at Izembek EIS Land Exchange/Road Corridor Public Scoping Meeting
Please sign in and provide your name if you wish to speak at the public scoping meeting on Izembek NWR EIS. Thank you.
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Sign In Sheet to Speak at Izembek EIS Land Exchange/Road Corridor Public Scoping Meeting
Please sign in and provide your name if you wish to speak at the public scoping meeting on Izembek NWR EIS. Thank you.
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Sign In Sheet to Speak at Izembek EIS Land Exchange/Road Corridor Public Scoping Meeting
Please sign in and provide your name if you wish to speak at the public scoping meeting on Izembek NWR EIS. Thank you.
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Sign-in Sheet
City of Sand Point
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