
From: Calleson, Teresa
To: Williams, Larry O; Basili, Gianfranco D; Mena, Lourdes; Underwood, Chuck; Herrington, Jay; Brooks, Billy
Subject: Re: manatees at MSQ
Date: Monday, September 27, 2021 8:00:26 AM
Attachments: Dolphin deaths at Miami Seaquarium another black eye  Miami Herald.pdf

Hi all,
 
With regard to the Miami Seaquarium (MSQ) situation, please let me know if anyone needs more
information.  I’ve provided multiple updates to supervisors on this situation since June and have
been dealing with MSQ staff and U.S. Department of Agriculture, along with keeping Division of
Management Authority informed.   I’ve been contacted several times by Dr. Carolyn McKinnie with
USDA with regard to the manatees at the facility.   

  A few relevant updates:
 

·        Following concerns over manatee veterinary care, the difficult decision was made on June
22, 2021 to close MSQ to incoming manatee cases in coordination with the Division of
Management Authority and USDA.  All manatees in house were considered medically stable. 
I notified Andy Garrett, FWC’s Rescue Coordinator, that no rescued manatees should be
routed to MSQ pending the outcome of this investigation.

 
·        MSQ has been closed to incoming cases since that time.  In meetings with MSQ, the concern

over appropriate veterinary care was discussed and they agreed to pursue a vet with
manatee critical care experience.  

  The USFWS
expressed concern, from the manatee welfare and permitting standpoint, and there were
some follow up meetings.

 
·        On August 19, 2021, Sea World and Miami Seaquarium entered into a Memorandum of

Understanding for Sea World to assist their manatee rescue and rehabilitation partner, MSQ,
with manatee veterinary care.  Follow up calls occurred to discuss how the arrangement
would work.

 
·        When to resume manatee intakes was discussed, MSQ and SWF agreed that no manatees

should be routed to MSQ until all of their current cases could be evaluated and relayed that
to USFWS.

 
·        On Friday, 9/24/2021, I received a call from Chris Plante at MSQ regarding the final USDA

decision.  I think the final report will be forthcoming. 
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·        Due to an emergency call on Friday (9/24/2021)from Andy Garrett at FWC regarding a
logistically difficult rescue his staff was conducting in Everglades National Park, I agreed (if
MSQ was willing to accept the animal even for a 24-72hr hold) to have FWC route that
animal to MSQ, best for the animal and the rescue/transport teams in terms of time on the
road and stress on the animal who was badly injured from a watercraft collision
(pneumothorax).  Unfortunately, that manatee passed away from its injuries while being
transported to the boat ramp in the Keys on the FWC rescue boat so MSQ has technically
been offline as a critical care facility since June 2021. 

 
·        Currently, there are 15 manatees at Miami Seaquarium.  Two of these manatees pre-date

the Endangered Species Act so there are only 13 there right now under the purview of the
USFWS.  With the major space limitations across our MRP facilities and SWF now assisting
with vet care, I think it’s appropriate to leave these manatees in place for now since Sea
World’s vet team is providing oversight.  Following Sea World’s lead vet, 
recent trip to MSQ, she provided me with a positive update on the manatees there and the
way things were proceeding.  If the manatee areas seem ok, I think we need to get MSQ up
and running for manatee intakes in the next month.  They may have actually gotten the most
UME manatee cases last winter/spring of any of the facilities so that space will be
desperately needed this coming winter.
 

Let me know if you have questions or concerns.  As this is now out in the news, I wanted to make
sure our folks were aware. 
 
Terri Calleson
Florida Manatee Recovery Lead
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
7915 Baymeadows Way, Suite 200
Jacksonville, Florida 32256-7517
904-731-3286 (office)
Email: Teresa_Calleson@fws.gov
http:/www.fws.gov/northflorida
 

From: Beatrice Balboa gmail.com> 
Sent: Sunday, September 26, 2021 11:18 AM
To: Williams, Larry O <larry_williams@fws.gov>; Basili, Gianfranco D <gianfranco_basili@fws.gov>;
Kelso, LeeAnn <leeann_kelso@fws.gov>; Mena, Lourdes <Lourdes_Mena@fws.gov>; Underwood,
Chuck <chuck_underwood@fws.gov>; Herrington, Jay <jay_herrington@fws.gov>; Dziergowski,
Annie <annie_dziergowski@fws.gov>; Brooks, Billy <billy_brooks@fws.gov>; Calleson, Teresa
<teresa_calleson@fws.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Re: manatees
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Ex 6(b)Ex 6(b)

(6)(b)(6)(b)



links, opening attachments, or responding.  

 

26 September 2021 1130 hours

To whom it may concern,

I am writing due to the overwhelming
destruction of marine mammals species on
all levels throughout the State of Florida.

I noted there are a number of promulgated rules and
regulations regarding the destruction of wildlife and
endangered  species at the local, County, State of Florida and
Federal jurisdictional levels in order to be fully compliant with
the letter and the spirit of this most important matter.

# United States/Federal Endangered Species Act of 1973
(ESA)
# Florida Endangered and Threatened Species Act of 1977
(FETSA)
# Florida Coastal Zone Protection Act of 1985 (CZPA)
# Florida Beach and Shore Preservation Act (BSPA)
xxxx
I look forward to a significant increase in preserving and
ensuring that the State of Florida can take pride in their
marine habitat and wildlife.

Sincerely
Beatrice Balboa
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