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A Note from the

Chief of Refuges

Benefits of Coastal Ecosystems

| am proud of the work our employees and partners
completed in 2020, despite facing extraordinary stress
on families and friends due to the ongoing COVID-19
pandemic. We swiftly adapted to working from home
and implementing social distancing tactics in the field;
while continuing to work with partners to conserve
natural habitats.

The work we do supports not only an array of fish,
wildlife, and plant species, but also the American public
looking to connect with nature. The American people
find solace in our National Wildlife Refuges, natural
areas managed by our partners, and other outdoor
spaces. Nature provides communities with a safe
space to relax and explore, something many people
yearned for in 2020 while living their lives in isolation.

The Coastal Program is an excellent example of how
the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service caters to the needs of

both nature and humans. By providing financial and
technical assistance on Refuges, urban and state
parks, and privately owned lands; the Coastal Program
has made a difference in the lives of many Americans
seeking to spend more time outdoors.

This accomplishment report celebrates not only
the completion of 147 projects, but also our amazing
employees working in the Coastal Program and our
partners who continue to demonstrate flexibility,
innovation, and patience during the ongoing pandemic.
The projects highlighted in this report demonstrate the
passion and commitment of our team to restoring and
protecting fish and wildlife habitat.

Cynthia Martinez
Chief, National Wildlife Refuge System

Citations available at fws.gov/coastal/about.html



http://fws.gov/coastal/about.html 
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A Conservation Leader

We work with communities to voluntarily restore and protect habitats that
benefit fish, wildlife, and people. We also develop resources that help
land managers and practitioners to better deliver habitat conservation.
By working together, we can sustain the people and wildlife that rely on
coastal and marine ecosystems.

Our Mission

Is to achieve voluntary habitat conservation by
providing technical and financial assistance, in
collaboration with partners, for the benefit of
federal trust species.

Working with Communities

from around the Nation, we improve and protect habitat on both public
and private lands, from the headwaters to the ocean, to deliver landscape
conservation and maintain habitat connectivity and continuity.

Find the Coastal Program online at:

Webpage Facebook YouTube

fws.gov/coastal/ facebook.com/ bit.ly/3dihu7A
coastalprogram/

Infrastructure & Habitat Management

Protecting infrastructure and supporting habitat management on National Wildlife
Refuges and other lands.

Department & Service
Priorities

Our habitat conservation supports many Department of the
Interior and Service priorities by restoring and protecting
habitats for priority fish and wildlife. Other conservation
benefits include supporting local businesses, building
resilient coasts, sequestering carbon, engaging under-
served communities, and ensuring the quality of protected
lands. Our conservation on public lands can provide a
connection and access to nature that can ease the effects
of the COVID-19 quarantine and social distancing.



https://www.fws.gov/coastal/
https://www.fishwildlife.org/landing/north-american-model-wildlife-conservation
https://www.fishwildlife.org/landing/north-american-model-wildlife-conservation
https://www.facebook.com/CoastalProgram
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLZb5DyVcCk94gSIa_u8oqJqF48Ffl3l_e
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Species Recovery





https://bit.ly/3v3LoCM

Department & Service
priorities supported:

America the Beautiful
Wildlife Conservation
Build Back Better
Climate Change
Infrastructure
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lliamna Lake, Alaska

The islands of Iliamna Lake in southwest Alaska
contain some of the richest assemblages of fish
and wildlife inthe Nation. Alaska Native peoples
in the region rely on this pristine landscape and
its resources for their traditional way of life.
Working with the Bristol Bay Heritage Land
Trust and other partners, the Coastal Program
helped conserve over 13,000 acres of coastal
wetlands and shoreline.

Conservation efforts like this support tribal
traditions in perpetuity as well as habitats that
benefit harbor seal and salmon populations.
The Bristol Bay watershed, in which lliamna
Lake lies, supports the world's largest and most
valuable sockeye salmon fishery. Preserving
this lake will help sustain the $2.2 billion salmon
industry which supports more than 15,000 fishing
and processing jobs*.

Watch this video to see this beautiful landscape
for yourself; vimeo.com/192552463

An aerial view of the beautiful lliamma Islands / Jason Ching
*Source: “The Economic Benefits of Bristol Bay Salmon,” McKinley Research,
MecKinley Research Group LLC. Feb. 2021.



http://vimeo.com/192552463
https://www.mcdowellgroup.net/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/economic-benefits-of-bristol-bay-salmon.pdf 



https://bit.ly/32snfcK

Recreation & Access
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https://bit.ly/2P5VQua



https://bit.ly/3xgvEOP

Outreach & Urban
Conservation
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