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What the heck are FWCO’s? 

 Over 300 fisheries biologists 
located in over 60 field offices 

 

Fish and Wildlife Conservation Offices … 

 Conserve over 2,000 populations of 
native aquatic species 

 Work cooperatively with states, tribes, 
NGOs and other partners 

 $58 million program 
 



FWCO Locations 



FWCO Fiscal Resources 
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Key FWCO Conservation Areas 

 Aquatic nuisance species  

 Interjurisdictional (IJ) fish 

 Recreational 

 Tribal assistance 

 Conservation of native species 

 Restoration of fish habitat 



Native Species Conservation 

 Develop and IMPLEMENT 
fisheries management plans 
 

 Assess the status and trends of 
native fish populations  

 

 Provide landscape-scale leadership 
on emerging issues  
 

 Develop and coordinate inclusive, 
resource-driven partnerships 
 

FWCO biologists: 



FWCOs and Habitat 

 FWCO visibility 
 

 Operational funding 
 

 Capacity development 

 FWCO technical assistance 
 

 National Fish Passage Program (NFPP) 
 

 National Fish Habitat Partnership (NFHP) 

Challenges: 

Programmatic assets: 



National Fish Habitat Partnership 

Vision 
A Nation with healthy habitats, healthy fish, 
healthy people and healthy economies 

Mission 
Protect, restore and enhance the Nation's fish and aquatic 
communities through partnerships that foster fish habitat conservation 
and improve the quality of life for the American people 



FWCO role in the NFHP: 
 
 National Scale: 

Leadership and support in implementing 
the NFHP and select Fish Habitat 
Partnerships (e.g., Reservoirs FHP) 
 

 Regional Scale: 
Leadership and support for the Fish 

Habitat Partnerships 
 

 Local Scale: 
Leverage funding and implement on-

the-ground projects 
 

National Fish Habitat Partnership 



National Fish Passage Program  
Developed, administered and delivered by FWCOs 

Over 20 federally-listed or candidate species have 
directly benefited from these actions 

The National Fish Passage Program has 
removed or bypassed over 1,530 barriers  

Restored access to 
approximately 15,000 
miles of stream habitat 



Interjurisdictional Fisheries Management 

 Collect mark/recapture data 
 Develop new sampling protocols 
 Evaluate impacts of management strategies on fish 

populations, especially salmon stocks 
 Provide expert recommendations to partners 
 

Partners:  
 Great Lakes and coastal fisheries commissions 
 Fishery Management Councils 
 River fisheries management bodies  

 

FWCO role: 



Interjurisdictional Fisheries 

 Cooperative management of striped bass 
 

 Serve as repository for coast-wide striped 
bass and horseshoe crab tagging data 
 

 Restore American shad and river herring 
 

 Recover Atlantic salmon in Maine  
 

 Support the Atlantic Coast Fish Habitat 
Partnership with NMFS and ASMFC 
 

Northeast and Mid-Atlantic coast 

FWCO’s role: 



Interjurisdictional Fisheries 

 Coordinating internal Service activities to 
provide focus 
 

 Leveraging resources with states and 
other partners 
 

 Conducting on-the-ground population 
restoration activities 

FWCO Specialty:  River Coordination 

Restore fish in large river systems by: 



Aquatic Nuisance Species 

Prevention and Control 

 Develop control techniques and ANS 
management plans 

 Conduct education and outreach 
campaigns  

 Work with industry to implement best 
management practices 

FWCO’s role: 

 Funding for detection and control 

FWCO need: 



Aquatic Nuisance Species 

Treating infested stream with 
lampricide 

Use of inflatable low-head dams 
to prevent lamprey introduction 
and upstream spread 

Release of sterilized male lamprey 
to reduce rate of successful adult 
spawning 

Sea Lamprey Control 

FWCO’s work with Canada, states and 
tribes to control sea lamprey in the Great 
Lakes basin and Lake Champlain 



Collaboration with Native Americans 

 Meet trust obligations to federally-recognized 
tribes 
 

 FWCO’s role evolved from providing assistance to 
equal partnerships 

 

 FWCOs have a long history of assisting 
tribal governments in conserving fish 
and wildlife resources 



FWCO’s role: 
 Manage subsistence harvest on federal lands 

 
 Support the Yukon River Salmon Agreement 

and the Alaskan Subsistence Fishery 
Program 

 
 

 Alaska Department of Fish and Game 
 

 North Pacific Fishery Management Council 
 

 Federal Subsistence Management Board 
 

Subsistence Management 

Key Partners: 



Recreational Fishing 

 Restore recreationally important species 
 

 Assess hatchery stocking of recreational 
fish 
 

 Promote recreational fishing in 
cooperation with National Wildlife 
Refuges 

 
 Support National Fishing and Boating 

Week and other local and regional 
fishing events 

 
 Foster aquatic resource stewardship 

 

FWCO’s role: 



FWCO Emerging Opportunities 

 SFBPC Strategic Vision 
 

 FAC Draft Strategic Plan 
 

 National Air Force Agreement 



Fish and Wildlife Conservation Offices 

Jarrad Kosa 
office:  (703) 358-2542 
cell:  (703) 408-4324 
e-mail:  Jarrad_Kosa@fws.gov 

Questions? 
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