
Zebra and Quagga 
Mussel Prevention 
Efforts in the West 

- David Britton, Ph.D. 
  Southwest Regional AIS Program Coordinator 



 Invasive Species ― “probably the single 
greatest threat in our country to our native 
wildlife.” – Sam Hamilton 

The Problem 





Western Invasion 



Western Invasion 

Since 1992 
Since 2003 
Since 2007 
Since 2008 
Since 2009 
Since 2011 



 Watercraft Inspection & Decontamination 
 Law Enforcement Activities 
 Interdiction 
 Outreach 

Funded Project Areas 



 Law Enforcement in AZ, CA, UT, NM, OR, WA, NV 
 Watercraft Inspection & Decontamination Training 
 Quagga Mussel Prevention and Containment  

 Lake Mead National Recreation Area 
 Glen Canyon National Recreation Area 

 Watercraft Decontamination Program at Lake Mead 
 Watercraft Decontamination Equipment 
 Interdiction Programs 
 Outreach and Communication 

Funded Projects 



 Contain invasive mussels to already infested areas. 

Current Primary Focus 



Partners 



 Funding 
 Technical/Scientific Expertise 
 Landscape Level Strategies 
 Cooperative Coordination 
 Public and Private Partnerships 
 Consistent Outreach Across Jurisdictions 
 Balancing Conservation with Recreation 
 Ecological and Economic Biosecurity 

What we contribute 
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