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SPORT FISHING & BOATING
PARTNERSHIP COUNCIL

February 11, 2020

Ms. Aurelia Skipwith

Director

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
1849 C. Street NW, MS-3331-MIB
Washington, DC 20240

Dear Director Skipwith:

The Sport Fishing and Boating Partnership Council (Council) is pleased to convey our
Fiscal Year 2020 Boating Infrastructure Grant (BIG) Tier II proposal ranking and funding
recommendations for your consideration. The Council’s funding recommendations are
based on the detailed review and consideration of the 21 BIG Tier II proposals submitted to
the US Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) Wildlife & Sport Fish Restoration (WSFR)
Program. We believe that our joint ranking process is extremely valuable and
collaborative. Moreover, it strengthens the partnership between the Council, Service and
important boating industry stakeholders. We recommend the thirteen highest ranked
proposals be considered for funding per the enclosed table. Additionally, we are pleased to
say the Council’s recommendations align with WSFR staff recommendations.

The Council is a strong proponent of this successful grant program that provides essential
access to large, non-trailerable transient boats. The Council’s BIG Tier II Ranking
Subcommittee met with WSFR staff in Cleveland, Ohio to jointly review and rank Tier II
proposals in early December of 2019. After approval by the entire Council, we are
forwarding you our funding recommendations for your consideration with the final project
selection. The Council is acutely aware of the significant economic impacts on local
communities that BIG program grants generate in conjunction with the boating access
provided. Proposals that are clearly and concisely written, that demonstrate need, benefit
and accommodation for eligible users should rank high and be recommended for funding, if
funding is available.

The fiscal year 2020 proposals included eight proposals that scored less than 16 points. In
many cases proposals were ranked low due to a lack of detail, clarity, ineligible items, and
questionable benefits for the intended use and purpose. It should be noted that applicants
can revise and resubmit their proposals during the next notice of funding opportunity.

Following past Council recommendations for BIG and Clean Vessel Act (CVA) from the
implementation of the Fixing America’s Surface Transportation (FAST) Act, to maintain
equal and separate funding allocations of 50 percent of each year’s available funds, we
recommend that all CVA fiscal year 2020 proposals be approved to more closely align the
50 percent program funding.
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Thank you for your consideration of our recommendation for selecting and funding Fiscal Year 2020 BIG Tier Il
proposals. We look forward to continuing our productive partnership with the WSFR program, meeting jointly with
program staff to rank BIG Tier Il projects and collaborating on potential clarifications and revisions to the notice of

funding opportunity. If you have any questions or require additional information, please feel free to contact me at 703-
461-2878 ext.8356.

Sincerely,

Dt A nias-

Chris Edmonston, Chairman
Sport Fishing and Boating Partnership Council

Enclosure

cc: SFBPC Members
SFBPC BIG Tier Il Team
Paul Rauch, Assistant Director — WFSR
David Hoskins, Assistant Director — FAC
Linda Friar, Designated Federal Officer



The Sport Fishing and Boating Partnership Council’s Boating Issues subcommittee participated in the review and
ranking of applications for the US Fish and Wildlife Service’s Boating Infrastructure Grant (BIG) Tier Il program.

Below is a table listing our recommendations for funding .

State Project Title Reque's:tsg diederal

California Oceanside Harbor $691,711.50
California San Mateo Harbor $341,762.00
Florida Dinner Key Marina $432,336.00
Florida Marineland Marina $631,437.76
Florida Pensacola Shipyard Marina $258,198.00
Georgia Savannah Boathouse $633,127.00
Louisiana Marina del Ray $1,407,846.00
Maine Great Island Boatyard $392,632.00
New Jersey Lincoln Harbor $1,500,000.00
North Carolina Homer Smith Marina $496,809.00
Rhode Island Bristol Marina $623,729.31
South Carolina Charleston Harbor Resort $1,500,000.00
Washington Port of Poulsbo $1,499,822.00

$10,409,410.57
Organized by state and project title
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