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August 26, 2019

The Honorable David Bernhardt
Secretary
U.S. Department of the Interior
1849 C Street, NW
Washington, DC 20240

Dear Secretary Bernhardt:

Thank you for meeting with the Sport Fishing and Boating Partnership Council (Council) in 
June.  Council members look forward to working with you to expand participation in 
recreational fishing and boating nationwide.

I am writing today, on behalf of the Council, to request that you contact the Federal Trade 
Commission (FTC) and request a status update on a complaint filed jointly by the 
Recreational Boating and Fishing Foundation (RBFF) and Association of Fish and Wildlife 
Agencies (AFWA) concerning deceptive practices related to the sale of state fishing 
licenses. 

In July 2018, RBFF and AFWA submitted a formal complaint to the FTC concerning 
several websites that purport to sell consumers valid state fishing licenses.  Instead, these 
websites sell consumers a guidebook about the process of purchasing such licenses.  
When consumers learn they have not purchased a fishing license, they must request a 
refund of their payment from the offending websites.  According to RBFF, there is 
considerable variability among the websites in terms of the process for requesting a refund 
and whether or not the consumer receives a full refund of their purchase.  Some sites keep 
a portion of the purchase price for “processing.”

It appears the operators of these websites are investing significant resources for search 
engine marketing (SEM), which elevates their websites above legitimate state agency 
licensing sites when consumers search for websites to purchase fishing licenses.  At our 
meeting last month, state agency leaders from Iowa and Oklahoma highlighted how these 
deceptive websites appear before their state agency websites in the results of a simple 
Google search.  The complaint includes similar examples from other states.

Although the complaint was filed a year ago, RBFF and AFWA have been unable, in spite 
of repeated requests, to obtain any information from the FTC about the status of its 
evaluation of their complaint. 

As noted above, these websites continue their deceptive practices today.  The Council 
believes it is important for the FTC to provide RBFF and AFWA with information about the 
procedural status of their complaint.  The Council requests that your office contact the FTC 
to request a status update about this complaint. 



Thank you for your leadership on issues important to recreational angling and boating in America. 

Sincerely,

Chris Edmonston
Chair

Enclosure - FTC Complaint

cc:  Recreational Boating and Fishing Foundation
Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies











 

 





 

 









 

 





 

 

 





 

 





 

Link to actual website, https://fishandgamelicenses.org/index.html  

https://fishandgamelicenses.org/index.html
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