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Florida Fish 
and Wildlife 
Conservation 
Commission 
 
Commissioners 
Richard A. Corbett 
Chairman 
Tampa 
 
Brian S. Yablonski 
Vice Chairman 
Tallahassee 
 
Ronald M. Bergeron 
Fort Lauderdale 
 
Richard Hanas 
Oviedo 
 
Aliese P. “Liesa” Priddy 
Immokalee 
 
Bo Rivard  
Panama City 
 
Charles W. Roberts III 
Tallahassee 
 
 

Executive Staff 
Nick Wiley 
Executive Director 
 
Eric Sutton 
Assistant Executive Director 
 
Jennifer Fitzwater 
Chief of Staff 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Managing fish and wildlife 
resources for their long-term 
well-being and the benefit  
of people. 
 
 
 
620 South Meridian Street 
Tallahassee, Florida 
32399-1600 
Voice: (850) 488-4676 
 
Hearing/speech-impaired: 
(800) 955-8771 (T) 
(800) 955-8770 (V) 
 
MyFWC.com 
 

Division of Law 
Enforcement 
Colonel Calvin Adams, Jr.  
Director  
 
(850) 488-6251 
(850) 487-0463 FAX 

 

 
 
September 17, 2014 
 
 
Mr. Mike Piccirilli, Chief 
Federal Assistance-Region 4 
US Fish and Wildlife Service 
1875 Century Blvd 
Atlanta, GA  30345 
 
RE: NEW GRANT:  Boating Infrastructure Grant Program – Tier II – FY 2015 
 St. Petersburg Municipal Marina – Transient Dock and  
 
Dear Mr. Piccirilli: 
 
Enclosed is an application that was submitted by the City of St. Petersburg for FY 2015 
Boating Infrastructure Grant Program (BIGP) Tier II for the St. Petersburg Municipal 
Marina – Transient Dock and Slips.  The project includes construction a 200 linear foot 
dock with 14 30-foot long slips.   Total project cost is $989,000 of which $632,000 is 
requested from BIGP. 
  
The application package includes an original signed Application for Federal Assistance 
(SF 424), Budget Information – Construction form, NEPA Checklist, Assurance Form, 
Project Statement, Ranking Criteria, Drawings/maps/photographs, and Support 
Documentation.  The Southeast Region Cooperator Agreement documenting multi-state 
efforts is also included in the Support Documentation.  Clearinghouse Review, State 
Historic Preservation Office Review, and Section 7 Review have not been completed 
pending approval of grant.  If the grant is approved for award, these compliance 
documents will be submitted before final award.    
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
Patricia Harrell 
Boating and Waterways 
MS 1M 
 
 
/ph     
Enclosures 
 
cc:  Scott White, SE Region 
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Boating Infrastructure Grant Program   Project Statement 
Tier 2 Application 
 

St. Petersburg Municipal Marina  1 

Background 

The City of St. Petersburg is an urban waterfront community located in Pinellas County, Florida 
on the western shoreline of Tampa Bay. St. Petersburg is a world-famous sailing, boating, and 
tourism destination. The 
waterfront includes numerous 
parks, museums, restaurants, and 
the St. Petersburg Pier. The St. 
Petersburg Municipal Marina—the 
largest municipal marina in Florida 
– is located in the heart of the 
downtown waterfront. The marina, 
constructed in the 1960’s, has 
limited capacity for transient 
boaters wishing to visit downtown 
St. Petersburg. The proposed 
transient dock, the location of 
which is indicated in the adjacent 
aerial photo, will facilitate access 
for tourists and residents visiting 
downtown businesses and 
attractions by boat. 

The St. Petersburg downtown waterfront is the City’s signature physical asset. In 1905 a plan 
was presented to convert the downtown waterfront into a park. The following year the city began 
to acquire title to the land and has since continued to develop public facilities for both recreation 
and commerce, including the St. Petersburg Pier. Downtown St. Petersburg is undergoing a 
community-wide revitalization effort – spanning the past 25 years – complete with historical 
renovations, new restaurants and businesses, improved recreational venues, and environmental 
stewardship including the currently underway redevelopment of the St. Petersburg Pier. As a 
result, the draw to call on her shores is ever more present. In concert with this redevelopment 
effort, the St. Petersburg Marina continues to maintain and revitalize its aging facility to 
accommodate the boating community. 

This statement provides an overview of the proposed dock construction and how it will 
efficiently and sustainably benefit the boating public. 

Project Need 

The need for this project arises from the City’s efforts to accommodate the ever-growing 
demand for convenient, flexible, and accessible transient dockage in the City’s waterfront. 
In reviewing their boating customers’ concerns about dockage in St. Petersburg, the City 
determined that the available transient dockage is insufficient for meeting current or 
future demand. The dockage needs to be adaptable to the ever changing slip-size demands 
while offering protection from waves on Tampa Bay. 
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Project Objectives  

Specific goals of the City’s waterfront redevelopment efforts include (1) identifying means to 
improve activity along the marina waterfront, especially along 2nd Avenue North, (2) better 
linkage between the St. Petersburg Pier and downtown, and (3) long-term development options 
that are economically sustainable. Stemming from the waterfront redevelopment goals, the City 
has set specific goals for the marina - to accommodate current and future resident and visitor 
boaters. This project meets these goals through the following objectives:  

• Accommodate up to 25 transient vessels in a wide range of sizes - 26 feet and larger 
(potentially to 200 feet in length) - using a floating transient docking facility with a 
flexible berthing arrangement.  

• Improve public access to the City from the water 
• Enhance the downtown waterfront and pier. 
• Support recreation and tourism. 
• Develop sustainable solutions. 
• Support visiting large yachts. 
• Coordinate with pier master planning. 
• Invigorate and centralize waterfront activity. 

Expected Results and Benefits 

Boaters visiting the St. Petersburg Marina Transient Visitor Dock will experience the following 
benefits:  

• Dedicated transient slips 
• Flexible docking space 
• Floating docks with constant freeboard 
• ADA compliant docking facility 
• Secure docking facility 
• Publicly accessible pump-out and fuel facilities in close proximity 
• Easy access to downtown St. Petersburg 

In addition to the benefits for the transient boater, the surrounding community will gain from an 
increase in patrons to local stores, restaurants, and other venues without additional vehicular 
traffic. A recent study conducted by a Southwest Florida Marine Industries Association 
committee member established that the average visiting boater to the St. Petersburg Yacht Club 
(in the same basin) spends $185 per person per day locally. 

The construction of additional transient dockage in the Downtown Waterfront area would also 
reinvigorate the historical water connection of this area. Adjacent to the marina is the City of St. 
Petersburg Pier, which is in the initial stages of a renovation. The Pier is a significant tourism 
and recreation venue for the City with festivals, events, fishing, fireworks, restaurants, 
attractions, and shops.  
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Project Approach 

Recreational boating in the Tampa Bay region occurs year-round for residents and visitors alike. 
The St. Petersburg Municipal Marina primarily serves year-round local (Tampa Bay) residents 
and seasonal boaters, along with some commercial users (charters, brokers). Boating trends in 
Tampa Bay correspond to two distinct seasons: 1) the summer boating season catering primarily 
to residents and transient boaters and lasting from May through November and 2) the winter 
season catering to residents along with tourists from colder climate states and lasting from 
approximately December through April.   

As the boating market continues to change, public projects such as the proposed dock 
construction are vital to optimally balance public costs, construction and maintenance of 
revenue-generating public facilities, community interests, and boater/consumer interests. 
Most significantly, the global shift toward larger, wider boats has created a local demand 
exceeding what is currently met by the number and size of transient boat slips offered in 
the St. Petersburg Municipal Marina.  

The Southwest Florida Marine Industries Association identified the need for more transient slips 
in downtown St. Petersburg; an excerpt from their Letter of Commitment (included in 
Attachment 3) follows:  

One of the more desirable aspects of the boating lifestyle is the ability to navigate 
to destinations that offer a variety of restaurants, shops, and entertainment. The 
City of St. Pete has all of those with the exception of the most important 
component, a safe and comfortable transient mooring facility. With over 112,000 
registered boaters in the Tampa Bay Region alone, decent transient dockage is 
important to welcome those boaters to your community. It also provides them with 
the venue in which to spend $185 per day, a typical amount determined by a study 
conducted by the St. Petersburg Yacht Club. 

Within 30 miles of the project site there are over 100 coastal marinas with public slips in 
Hillsborough, Pinellas, and Manatee Counties, offering an estimated 8,400 wet slips and 5,800 
dry slips as compared to the 112,000 registered boaters in the Tampa Bay region. To compound 
the discrepancy between available slips and boaters, the majority of these marinas are near 
or at full capacity with limited reserve available to visiting boaters; this includes the St. 
Petersburg Municipal Marina. Considering the popularity in boating activity in the region and 
assuming a relatively constant percentage of citizens participate in boating activity, aggregate 
slip demand in the region is expected to increase with population growth, thereby further 
amplifying the shortage in slips in the region. 
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Vessel size is of particular interest when assessing wet slip demand. While urban waterfronts 
across the world have adapted to service the growing number and size of megayachts, the St. 
Petersburg Marina currently lacks the infrastructure needed to attract these highly-visible and 
interest generating patrons, especially within the currently designated transient slips in the 
marina.  

The proposed transient dockage will address the demand for more transient slips – both in 
number and size of boat accommodated – through a flexible berthing arrangement and 
close proximity to landside amenities in an established and wind and wave protected 
marina basin. The project considers the existing boating market and trends in addition to review 
of historical transient boating traffic to the region. 

Project Description 

The proposed transient dock will accommodate up to 25 recreational transient vessels in a 
combination of slip and side-tie docking arrangements; this combination allows for 
flexibility in both length and width of the visiting vessels. The dock configuration comprises 
14 30-foot long slips and a 200-foot long dock with berthing on both sides. Figure 1 (Attachment 
2) presents plan view details of the dedicated transient slips. 

The docks will be comprised of concrete floats, anchored with guide piles. Dock widths measure 
10 feet for the main walks and 4 feet for the fingers. Access will be via an ADA compliant 
gangway designed to accommodate the full range of typical water elevations with a secure gate 
to mitigate non-boater access to the dock. Figure 2 (Attachment 2) presents typical dock and 
gangway details of the proposed dock. Dock amenities include vessel power and water for larger 
vessels on the long side tie dock, life and safety equipment (ladders, fire extinguishers, etc.), 
lighting, and refuse and recycling collection. Other vessel amenities located in the basin include 
a public pump-out dock and fuel dock.  

Landside access to 2nd Avenue NE will be via a new sidewalk extending from the gangway to the 
adjacent existing parking lot. Public trollies and other public transportation are available on 2nd 
Ave NE. Public restrooms are located directly across 2nd Avenue NE and in the St. Petersburg 
Municipal Pier building. 
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Fees for the transient slips will follow prevailing rates for the region with plans for an automated 
pay station (similar to the parking meters around the City) linked to the access gate included with 
this project. 

Project Schedule 

Project activities will commence after notification that the grant has been authorized. The 
anticipated schedule is as follows:  

1. Preliminary design: 2 months.  

2. Regulatory permitting: 12 months. Regulatory agencies with jurisdiction over marinas in 
St. Petersburg include Pinellas County Water and Navigation Control Authority (local); 
Florida Department of Environmental Protection and Florida Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation Commission (state); and US Army Corps of Engineers, US Fish and 
Wildlife Service, and US Coast Guard.   

3. Final design and bid documentation: 2 months. 

4.  Bid solicitation and selection: 4 months. 

5. Construction: 4 months 

This schedule results in a total project timeframe of 24 months with construction 
commencement expected in the winter of 2016/2017. 

Key Personnel 

This transient dock project involves many public and private partners. The key organizations 
currently involved in the development are as follows: 

 

Key Organizations Contact 
City of St. Petersburg 
Downtown Enterprises Facilities Department 
300 Second Ave. SE 
St. Petersburg, FL 33701-3961 

Walter Miller, Marina Manager 
(727) 893-7820 
Walter.Miller@stpete.org  
role: property owner & manager 

City of St. Petersburg 
Engineering Department  
One Fourth Street North, 6th Floor 
St. Petersburg, FL 33701-3804 

Richard Herrmann, II, P.E. 
(727) 893-7852 
Rick.Herrmann@stpete.org  
role: city engineer 

St. Petersburg Chamber of Commerce 
The Chamber Building 
100 Second Ave. N., Suite 150 
St. Petersburg, FL  33701 

Travis Norton, Advocacy Manager 
727-388-0682 
tnorton@stpete.com 
role: community partner 

Southwest Florida Marine Industries Association 
P.O. Box 1510 
Fort Myers, FL 33902 

Hans Wilson 
(239) 334-6870 
jopie@sailorswharf.com 
role: community partner 

mailto:Walter.Miller@stpete.org�
mailto:Rick.Herrmann@stpete.org�
mailto:tnorton@stpete.com�
mailto:jopie@sailorswharf.com�
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The Downtown Business Association 
200 Second Ave. Ste #102 
St. Petersburg, FL  33701 

Matt Shapiro, President 
727-894-2111 
matt@shapirogallery.com 
role: community partner 

St. Petersburg Yacht Club 
11 Central Ave 
St Petersburg, FL  33701 

Matt Bryant, Commodore  
727-822-3873 
commodore@spyc.org 
role: project supporter 

The Vinoy Marina 
501 5th Avenue NE 
St. Petersburg, Florida  33701 

Wes Stevens, Dock Master 
727-824-8022 
rhi.tpasr.marina@renaissancehotels.com 
role: project supporter 

Moffatt & Nichol 
1509 W. Swann Ave, Suite 225 
Tampa, FL 33606 

Mike Herrman, P.E. 
(813) 258-8818 
MHerrman@moffattnichol.com  
role: engineering consultant  

Project Location 

The new dock at the St. Petersburg Municipal Marina (Latitude 27° 46' 21.00" N, Longitude 82° 
37' 35.80" W) will be located at the channel entrance to the Central Basin of St. Petersburg 
within Tampa Bay, directly behind/west of the existing breakwater. Figure 3 (Attachment 2) 
shows the project location on GoogleEarth imagery and Figure 4 (Attachment 2) on a NOAA 
nautical chart. Photographs of the existing site are included in Figure 5 (Attachment 2) 

mailto:rhi.tpasr.marina@renaissancehotels.com�
mailto:MHerrman@moffattnichol.com�
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FWC Agreement No.    
 

BOATING INFRASTRUCTURE GRANT PROGRAM 
SOUTHEAST REGION COOPERATIVE AGREEMENT 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Region 4 
 
 

WHEREAS, the fish and wildlife management agencies of the States of Alabama, Florida, 
Georgia, Mississippi, North Carolina, Tennessee; the Commonwealth of Kentucky and the United States 
Virgin Islands (“the Parties”) support, seek to increase in number, and maintain recreational boating 
facilities on their respective waterways and coastal areas; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Boating Infrastructure Grant (BIG) Program provides funds to states to 
construct, renovate, and maintain tie-up facilities with features for transient boaters in vessels 26 feet or 
more in length, and to produce and distribute information and educational materials about the program; 
and  
 

WHEREAS, the BIG Program encourages the states to coordinate information of facilities and 
services available on the waterways for transient non-trailerable recreational vessels; and 
 

WHEREAS, this coordination amongst states provides an opportunity to promote public/private 
partnerships and cost-effective, innovative techniques to increase the availability of tie-up facilities within 
local communities that will provide positive economic impacts; and 
 

WHEREAS, preliminary discussions amongst the Parties at national, regional, and state 
meetings such as the States Organization for Boating Access (SOBA) and U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service 
Region 4 Federal Aid Coordinator’s Meetings have generated ideas to promote the BIG Program, 
including a cooperative, multi-state agreement; and 
 

WHEREAS, a more formal commitment of the Parties to coordinate may serve to advance 
Program administration and implementation, and further enable the transient boater to enjoy each of the 
Parties’ transient boating facilities, waterways, living resources, and history; and 
 

WHEREAS, a cooperative agreement between the Parties will facilitate the development, 
implementation and promotion of the BIG Program within the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Southeast 
Region;   
  

NOW, THEREFORE, we, the undersigned executives representing the Parties of the Cooperative 
Agreement agree to the following goals and objectives: 
 

 Work cooperatively to provide continuity of public access to the shore by promoting and 
increasing in number transient boater tie-up facilities and related services for recreational vessels 
greater than or equal to 26 feet.  

 
 Work cooperatively to promote the BIG Program in a manner which ensures an inclusive, open and 

comprehensive participation process. 
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2 
 

 Communicate and coordinate on the development and use of environmentally friendly marine 
construction activities, outreach/educational materials and mechanisms, public/private 
partnerships, and other innovative measures.   
 

 Communicate and coordinate in regard to administrative and management issues important to 
the Parties and exchange information that assists in the betterment of the overall BIG 
administrative process and project development. 

 
 Compile an inventory of BIG facilities and services available in each state, providing this 

information on each state’s BIG Program website, and providing links to each other’s websites.  
 

 Create common outreach materials to raise interest and awareness of the BIG Program and 
Southeast Region BIG sites. 

 
 Develop BIG Program implementation goals and strategies for the Southeast Region.   

 
 Communicate bi-annually to report progress on the goals of this Agreement; discuss Program 

administration/implementation issues; refine priorities, management goals, and tasks of the 
Cooperative; and identify resources (funds, personnel, supplies, etc.) that the Parties will 
contribute towards tasks to be accomplished. 

 
 Work cooperatively toward our goals, welcome new ideas, pursue fairness and equity, seek the 

most cost effective solutions, foster collaborative approaches and commit to the common vision 
of the BIG Program with respect to projects undertaken pursuant to this Agreement.   

 
This Agreement shall terminate upon written agreement of the Parties.  Any Party may withdraw from the 
Agreement for any reason, without cause, upon 30 days written notice to the other Parties, which shall 
result only in the termination of that Party’s participation in the cooperative effort.   
 
 Each Party to this Agreement shall maintain independent budgets in accordance with federal and their 
respective state laws and no BIG Program funds shall be commingled by the Parties as a result of this 
Agreement. 
 
Nothing herein requires or prohibits additional contractual relationships among or between the Parties to 
this Agreement.  Furthermore, nothing herein is intended to conflict with any requirement of any federal 
or state law, rule, regulation, policy or directive.  If terms of this Cooperative Agreement are deemed to 
be inconsistent with the policies or programs of any Party hereto, then those specific terms shall be 
deemed not binding on that Party.  
 
This Agreement represents the entire agreement of the parties.  This Agreement may be modified or 
amended at any time upon the written agreement of the Parties.  
 
The parties hereto have caused this Cooperative Agreement to be executed through their duly 
authorized signatories on the day and year last written on each signature page attached as: 
 
State of Alabama  State of Florida State of Georgia Commonwealth of Kentucky  
 
State of Mississippi State of North Carolina State of Tennessee United States Virgin Island 
 

















patricia.harrell
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