
Smelt Working Group 
December 4, 2017 

 
Meeting Summary  
The Working Group reviewed current Delta conditions, survey data, expected exports, and 
forecasted weather. The SWG indicated that a “first flush” event is highly unlikely to occur this 
week and that the risk for delta smelt entrainment is low.  
 
The Working Group does not believe that a recommendation under Action 1 (adult pre-
spawning Delta Smelt) is necessary to protect Delta Smelt at this time. The Working Group will 
continue to monitor Delta Smelt survey and salvage data and Delta conditions. The group will 
meet again on Monday, December 11, 2017 at 1000 hours.  
 
Reported Data  

1. Current environmental data  
a. Temperature  

 
b. OMR flow  
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c. River flows and pumping  

Sacramento River at Freeport flow for November 30 was approximately 16,617 
cfs. San Joaquin River at Vernalis flow for November 30 was approximately 1,516 
cfs. X2 was approximately 80.97 km as of November 22. 

 
 

2. Delta fish monitoring  
The 2017 September-October FMWT Index for Delta Smelt is 2. A December SKT is scheduled 
for Dec 11-14.  During this survey, the Lower San Joaquin River will be sampled on Monday, and 
the rest of the south and central Deltas will be sampled on Tuesday.  The 2018 SKT will start on 
January 8.  The Smelt Larval Study (SLS) starts January 2, and Bay Study will be surveying this 
week. 
 
Enhanced Delta Smelt Monitoring (EDSM) was in the field last week. Four Delta Smelt were 
collected last week in the Suisun Bay/Marsh stratum.  EDSM reports may become available on 
Monday morning instead of Friday to encompass all of the previous week’s sampling results. 
 

3. Modeling  
No new PTM runs were requested, and no modeling was performed. 
 

4. Salvage  
No adult or juvenile Delta Smelt have been observed in salvage so far this season (WY 2018).  
No adult or juvenile Longfin Smelt have been observed in salvage so far this season (WY 2018). 
 

5. Expected Project Operations  
Combined pumping for the Banks and Tracy pumping facilities on December 3 was 10,631 cfs 
and expected to remain constant for the early part of the week. Index OMR values are expected 
to range from -8,500 to -9,500 cfs for the week. The Projects will be targeting an average 
monthly Delta outflow of 7,000 cfs. The controlling factor on Delta operations is the available 
permitted capacity of the export facilities. 
 
Ambient temperatures are anticipated to remain cool through the week. No rain is expected. 
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6. Delta Conditions Team  

The DCT has not yet met for this year. 
 

7. Biological Opinion Background:  
RPA Component 1, Action 1: “Low-entrainment risk period: delta smelt salvage has historically 
been low between December 1 and December 19, even during periods when first flush 
conditions (i.e., elevated river inflow and turbidity) occurred. During the low-entrainment risk 
period, the SWG shall determine if the information generated by physical (i.e. turbidity and 
river inflow) and biological (e.g., salvage, DFG trawls) monitoring indicates that delta smelt are 
vulnerable to entrainment or are likely to migrate into a region where future entrainment 
events may occur. If this occurs, the Service shall require initiation of Action 1 as described in 
Attachment B. Action 1 shall require the Projects to maintain OMR flows no more negative than 
-2,000 cfs (14-day average) with a simultaneous 5-day running average flow no more negative 
than -2,500 cfs to protect adult delta smelt for 14 days.” (page 281). 
 

8. Assessment of Risk Discussion  
Delta Smelt Detections  
No fish were detected in the November FMWT; December surveys are currently under way. No 
fish salvaged as yet this season (WY 2018). 
 
Longfin Smelt Detections 
Adults detected near Chipps Island in November, in reasonable proximity to pumping 
operations.  No fish salvaged as yet this season (WY 2018). 
 
General discussion 
The Service reviewed a preliminary strategy to address the implementation of WIIN Act Section 
4003 that was shared at a WIIN Act Stakeholder outreach meeting in October. The SWG will 
further review the implementation strategy in its entirety and submit comments to the USFWS 
by December 8, 2017. 
  
DWR was in the field for turbidity transect measurements last Friday, but experienced a boat 
equipment failure.  Members agreed that boat turbidity transects were not necessary at this 
time. Members indicated that DWR turbidity transects should be measured when turbidity 
thresholds are met at upstream stations, which would be identified at a future SWG meeting. 
Some members indicated that Holland Cut or Bacon Island stations could be used for turbidity 
threshold stations (stations HOL and OBI), but some stations in the lower San Joaquin River 
were also discussed.  The SWG will continue to discuss these thresholds at a future meeting and 
consider the need to set a threshold to trigger the start of regular boat transect measurements. 
 
The SWG determined that no recommendation was necessary this week for the protection of 
Delta Smelt. 


