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Background 
 

The Great Northern Landscape Conservation Cooperative (GNLCC) 
is a partnership-directed conservation alliance focused on providing 
collaboration and coordination for strategic landscape conservation.   
The GNLCC was jointly convened by U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
and the National Park Service in the spring of 2010 and includes an 
executive level steering committee, a working level advisory team 
and GNLCC coordinators and staff, as well as a drafted governance 
structure and operational framework.  Federal, State, Tribal, Provin-
cial and non-government organizations have been invited to partici-
pate.  In addition to U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and the National 
Park Service, other partners include U.S. Geological Survey, Bureau 
of Land Management, U.S. Forest Service, and the States of Idaho, 
Montana, Oregon, Washington and Wyoming to name a few.   
 
The GNLCC is working towards landscape conservation across the 
middle to northern Rocky Mountains and interior Columbia Basin.  
The GNLCC is connected with a number of landscape-level conser-
vation partnerships within the Great Northern area to identify conser-
vation priorities and related science and information needs within 
three eco-geographic areas: Rocky Mountain, Columbia and Sage-
Steppe. 

Science Priorities 
 

During the fall of 2009, a preliminary science assessment was conducted through surveys, direct communication with 
existing conservation partnerships and direct feedback from partners.  Based on this science assessment, conservation 
priorities and science and information needs that would facilitate better coordination and a more strategic approach to 
landscape conservation in the Great Northern geographic area were identified.   Project proposals that addressed these 
needs were solicited from existing landscape partnerships. 
 
In April 2010, the GNLCC Steering Committee (GNLCC SC) convened to consider these 
need, a funding prioritization, and a governance structure to administer the Great North-
ern LCC.   At that time, the GNLCC SC established priorities for FY2010 that empha-
sized 1) data sharing and integration; 2) habitat connectivity (linkage and corridors); and 
3) water resource vulnerability. These three areas of emphasis, as well as other categori-
cal needs such as climate information, land cover data and technology, biological moni-
toring and evaluation form the lens through which the GNLCC SC views and assesses 
potential projects to support landscape conservation. 
 
Projects supported with funding in FY2010 include habitat connectivity and landscape 
assessments directed through the Washington Connected Landscapes program, the Crown 
Managers Partnership as well as fine-scale habitat linkages in the Rocky Mountains and 
fish habitat connectivity in the Columbia basin. In addition, State habitat and data integra-
tion pilot projects coordinated through the Western Governors Association received fund-
ing to support transboundary integration of conservation efforts.   



In addition to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, the National Park Service and U.S. Geological Survey are contributing 
full-time staff to the Great Northern LCC.  The Bureau of Land Management, State of Idaho, U.S. Forest Service and 
other government and non-government conservation partners are providing collateral staff support towards development 
of the GNLCC. 
 
Looking Forward 
 

Next steps for the GNLCC include bringing together State and Provincial wildlife planners to evaluate State Wildlife 
Action Plans for commonality and integration of spatial information that can be used to set foundational species and 
habitat priorities for the GNLCC.  Subsequently, other landscape initiatives such as the BLMs Rapid Ecoregional As-
sessments can be dove-tailed into a common landscape approach for setting priorities, information management and long
-term strategic planning for land, water, fish and wildlife that supports each organizations mission for landscape conser-
vation through a common organizing framework. 
 
The Great Northern Landscape Conservation Cooperative is in formative stages as a partnership and is seeking participa-
tion from all conservation partners in the Great Northern geographic area.   More localized species or resource specific 
partners can participate in Geographic Eco-forums to identify conservation priorities and related science and information 
needs which will serve as a basis for annual work plan priorities.   These Eco-forums will be rolled out in 2011 as an in-
tegral part of the GNLCC.   The GNLCC Steering Committee will ensure government and upper-tiered organizational 
coordination and will develop a long-term strategy to coordinate and collaborate on science and information needs for 
more effective landscape conservation. 

For more information contact:  
Yvette Converse, Acting Coordinator 
Direct: 406-994-9903 
Cell: 406-600-5142 
Yvette_Converse@fws.gov 

Visit GNLCC at:  http://www.nrmsc.usgs.gov/gnlcc 
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