St. Marks National Wildlife Refuge
Education Programs for Schools

The following programs are designed to accommodate up to 60 students. Students will
be divided into smaller groups to get the most from their experiences at St. Marks NWR. All
programs maximize outdoor activities so students should dress appropriately, and wear closed
toed shoes. Schools are expected to provide one Assistant Facilitator for each 15 students
attending. The Assistant Facilitators will actively participate in the presentation of the programs
during the day under supervision of the Wildlife Refuge Facilitators.

To arrange programs for your group call Lori Nicholson at (850) 925-6121 or email her at
lori_nicholson@fws.gov.

Suqggested Programs for Grades K-3

1. Butterfly Encounter

Program location: Lighthouse or Education Cabin Fall
Students receive a brief overview of the wildlife refuge, learn about butterflies, participate
in the ‘Butterfly Lifecycle Game’, and observe the butterflies along the Levee Tralil.

2. Adaptable Animals

Program location: Visitors Center All year
Following a brief overview of the wildlife refuge, students learn why wildlife refuges exist,
which animals live in the refuge, how animals have adapted to perform specific functions,
programs to protect endangered animals, and observe many aspects of nature while they
hike the Plum Orchard Nature Trail.

3. Insect Safari

Program location: Education Cabin Spring and Fall
Students receive a brief overview of the wildlife refuge, learn about insects, and
participate in an ‘Insect Safari’. During the Safari, students will try to locate spiders and
insects, and also signs of their presence in three different environments including around
the educational cabin, along the nature trail, and at the pond.

Suggested Programs for Grades 4-6

1. Eco-Links

Program location: Education Cabin All year
Following a brief overview of the wildlife refuge, students learn about ecosystems and
habitats, participate in the ‘Web of Life’ game, and hike a nature trail to observe a variety
of ecosystems and habitats.

2. Coastal Explorer

Program location: Lighthouse/Bay front Spring and Fall
Following a brief overview of the wildlife refuge, students learn about the St. Marks
lighthouse, learn about marine specimens they gather from the bay, and participate in a
nature-oriented activity along Levee Trail. (For student safety during this program, no
bare feet will be permitted in the Bay. Be prepared to get wet, students should bring extra
dry clothes and towels when participating in this activity.)




3. Freshwater Ecosystems All year
Program Location: Education Cabin and Plum Orchard Pond
Following a brief overview of the wildlife refuge, students will learn about freshwater
ecosystems, their composition and their importance to the Florida environment.

4. Earth Scientist

Program location: Education Cabin All year
Following a brief overview of the wildlife refuge, students learn about varied habitats and
how to use scientific instruments to measure temperature, wind, humidity, etc. The
students will then utilize the instruments to compare several habitats. For this program,
schools should provide one Assistant Facilitator for each 5-7 students. Earth Scientist
requires 2 hours.

Suggested Programs for Grades 4-12

1. Careers

Program Location: Education Cabin
Following a brief overview of the wildlife refuge, students will be introduced to a variety of
career choices available with the USFWS. This program could be paired with other
programs.

Programs for All Grades-

The following programs can be adapted for all grade levels:

1. Introduction to the Refuge

Program location: Education Cabin/Drive to the Lighthouse
Following a short film about St. Marks National Wildlife Refuge students will be introduced
to the various habitats and areas of the refuge while taking a narrated bus ride to the
Lighthouse.

2. Wonderful Birds

Program location: Education Cabin/Lighthouse Road
Following a brief overview of the wildlife refuge, students will learn what makes a bird a
bird, various bird adaptations, and bird behavior. Students will be introduced to 5 to 10
specific bird species that they can find in the area. Students will then utilize the
information they have been given to identify birds in the field.

3. Reptiles and Amphibians

Program location: Education Cabin
Following a brief overview of the wildlife refuge, students will be introduced to various
reptile and amphibian species found in the area. They will learn the differences between
reptiles and amphibians, what makes each of them what they are and what habitats they




can be found in. Students will learn about 5 t0o10 species of reptiles and amphibians that
can be found in the area. Students will take a walk along Plum Orchard Pond trail looking
for various habitats suitable for the different species studied.

4. Endangered Species

Program location: Education Cabin
Following a brief overview of the wildlife refuge, students will be introduced to various
endangered species found in Florida. They will learn what makes the particular species
endangered and what they can do to help protect those species. A field experience will
accompany this program.

5. Living with Fire

Program location: Education Cabin/Burn Plots
Following a brief overview of the wildlife refuge students will learn about prescribed
burning, and how to use some of the instruments used in planning a prescribed burn.
Students will then be taken out to view various burn plots to see the effects of prescribed
burning and act as a “burn crew” to determine if a prescribed fire could be set.

6. Tree-rific Trees

Program location: Education Cabin/Plum Orchard Pond Trail
Following a brief overview of the wildlife refuge students will learn about the various trees
found on the refuge and their role in wildlife habitat. We will utilize various activities from
Project Learning Tree.

7. Coastal Habitats/Tower Pond Trail

Program location: Facilitator will meet bus at the Visitor Center parking lot and escort the group

to the
one mile Tower Pond Trail where students will be introduced to various coastal habitats
and their inhabitants, and human history of the area. Students will utilize binoculars to
view birds and plants in the area.

Special Programs-

Groups with unique requirements or requests will be accommodated based on the
availability of refuge facilitators. If ateacher needs a program that is not listed we will do
our best to provide something to meet their needs.

To schedule a program please FAX the program request form to (850) 925-6930 or call
Lori Nicholson at (850) 925-6121 to request your programs.



