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This set of Q&A’s addresses the Critical Habitat proposal for the 3 Sierra amphibians. For more information about the species and the listing proposal, see the additional Q&A’s on our website.

Q.  What has the Service proposed?
A.  The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) has proposed two rules: 
1.  To add three amphibian species to the Endangered Species List.
2.  To designate critical habitat for three amphibian species as follows:
a.  Sierra Nevada yellow-legged frog, 1,105,400 acres
b.  Northern DPS of the mountain yellow-legged frog, 221,498 acres. 
c.  Yosemite toad, 750,926 acres

With overlapping areas, the total proposed critical habitat for the three amphibians is 
1,831,820 acres.

Q.  Where can I find maps of each individual unit proposed?
A.  For maps of the proposed areas, go to http://www.fws.gov/sacramento/outreach/2013/12-27/outreach_newsroom_2013-12-27.htm


Q.   What is critical habitat and how does the Service determine what areas to propose?
A.   Critical habitat identifies geographic areas that contain features essential for the conservation of threatened or endangered species and that may require special management considerations. The designation of critical habitat does not affect land ownership or establish a refuge, wilderness, reserve, preserve, or other conservation area. 

Critical habitat designation, proposed or final, does not affect non-Federal actions on private lands and does not restrict access to public lands.

Biologists consider the physical or biological habitat features for the species to include, but are not limited to:
· Space for individual and population growth and for normal behavior;
· Food, water, air, light, minerals, or other nutritional or physiological requirements;
· Cover or shelter;
· Sites for breeding and rearing offspring; and
· Habitats that are protected from disturbance or are representative of the historic geographical and ecological distributions of a species.

For more information about critical habitat, visit: http://www.fws.gov/endangered/what-we-do/critical-habitats.html.

Q.	On what lands and in what California counties are critical habitat units being proposed for the species?
A.	Over 95% the proposed critical habitat falls on Federal lands (U.S. Forest Service and National Park lands) and much of that in designated wilderness areas. There are 17 total counties where critical habitat is being proposed with some overlapping areas.
· For the Sierra Nevada yellow-legged frog: Butte, Plumas, Lassen, Sierra, Nevada, Placer, El Dorado, Amador, Alpine, Calaveras, Mariposa, Mono, Madera, Tuolumne, Fresno, and Inyo.
· For the northern DPS of the mountain yellow-legged frog: Tulare and Fresno.
· For the Yosemite toad: Alpine, Mariposa, Mono, Tuolumne, Fresno, Inyo, and Madera.


Q.  Is the proposed listing and designation of critical habitat going to restrict access by hikers, fisherpersons, and other outdoor enthusiasts to areas that they currently enjoy?
A.  Designation of critical habitat does not confiscate Federal, State, Local, or private lands, nor does it restrict public access.  

Critical habitat applies to Federal agencies, such as the Forest Service, not the public or other non-Federal parties. Critical habitat consists of the specific areas containing features that are essential for the conservation of the species and may require special management considerations or protection. Federal agencies must ensure that any action they fund, authorize, or carry out does not result in the destruction or adverse modification of critical habitat.


Q.  If adopted, how will this critical habitat designation affect trout stocking, recreation, grazing, and timber management?
[bookmark: _GoBack] A.  A critical habitat designation only has bearing on activities that are authorized, funded, or carried out by a Federal agency. If any of these activities will have Federal agency involvement, those Federal agencies will be required to consult with the Service if the activities may affect the designated critical habitat.  

The purpose of consultation between the Federal agencies and the Service is for the Service to assist the Federal agency in ensuring that the proposed action will not destroy or adversely modify the species’ critical habitat, i.e., affect it to such an extent that it will not be able to provide for the conservation of the species. In those rare cases where it’s determined that a proposed action would be likely to destroy or adversely modify critical habitat, the Service will work with the Federal agency to modify the project to avoid this outcome.  

It’s important to note that it is not possible to know beforehand whether any proposed activity would cause the destruction or adverse modification of critical habitat; each activity is thoroughly evaluated on a case-by-case basis at the time the Federal agency consults with the Service.


Q.  Will the proposed rule eliminate livestock grazing?
A.  No. Based on our experience with other at-risk amphibians, minor alterations in management practices and fencing of key meadow areas are two alternatives that maintain grazing opportunities while protecting the species. The proposed rule includes livestock grazing as one of many factors affecting the species, and ranks it as a contributing factor, rather than as a major factor. 


Q.  What affect will this have on mining in the area?
A.  The designation of critical habitat does not prohibit or prevent activities from occurring within the areas designated.  Mining activities within critical habitat, where a federal action is involved, may undergo some alterations, such as the timing or duration, to reduce effects to the frog or its habitat; we do not anticipate a significant impact on mining from the critical habitat designation.

Q.  Aren’t chytrid and global climate change the real threats?
A.  The Service believes that in addition to habitat loss, other factors, including chytrid and climate change, are contributing to the imperiled status of these amphibians. In other related declining species, disease is the major factor. 


Q.  Will there be any opportunities to meet with staff from the Service to discuss these proposals?
A.  Yes. Here are the details;
Public Meetings: The Service will also hold two public meetings.  
The first will be in Mono County on January 8, 2014 from 1-3 p.m. at the Mono County Board of Supervisors Chambers at the Mono County Courthouse (upstairs); State Highway 395 North; Bridgeport, CA 93517. To allow for a larger audience, will also be broadcast to the Mono County Board of Supervisors Meeting Room on the 3rd Floor of the Sierra Center Mall; 452 Old Mammoth Road; Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546. 

The second will be in Fresno County on January 13, 2014 from 1-3 p.m. at the Fresno County Board of Supervisors Chambers; Hall of Records, Room 301; 2281 Tulare Street; Fresno, CA 93721.
  
Reasonable Accommodations:  People needing reasonable accommodations in order to attend and participate in any of these meetings should contact Robert Moler, External Affairs Supervisor, Sacramento Fish and Wildlife Office, as soon as possible by calling 916/414-6606.


Q.  What happens next?
A.  The Service will release a Draft Economic Analysis soon and open an additional public comment period on the entire proposal.  There will also be a public hearing with details to be announced at that time. Before publishing a final rule, we will compile and address the comments received during the public comment periods. The Service will also review and address the expert opinions of independent specialists with scientific expertise to ensure our determinations are based on scientifically sound data, assumptions, and analyses. The Service will have an independent economic analysis of the proposed critical habitat rule completed. 




MORE QUESTIONS?
Please write or call:	If you use a telecommunications device for the deaf (TDD), call the Federal Information Relay Service (FIRS) at (800) 877–8339.

Karen Leyse, Listing Branch Chief
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Sacramento Fish and Wildlife Office
2800 Cottage Way, W-2605
Sacramento, California 95825
Telephone (916) 414–6600
Facsimile (916) 414–6712.   
www.fws.gov/sacramento  
January 2013
image3.png
L
g
\\
g

B

: |
/4 | _. __
._\\ __ __ __
4 _ \ | i
. | | | 4
\\ __ | i =
_ ! Ny
| i ] wl. 4
_. _lﬂ \_\ JM\
Lo e
__ d_ . 4
_ Y 4
7l \2_..{—_ | f.,.\
2 e ; [ :
4 _“ X __ _,
I \..
| S |
! : | o
_ L A/
! § -
1 i
__ |
| 5!
il i
1 _ LY
R |4 g
b f
4 St .._ _ 1n /
2 { _ L
h.\f  — __
P ———" e I F _

r

1‘\
4
I
4
\.\_ —
@
o ‘(
|
- P,
P
7
/
\t-fz
Y
%
Merced
F Y %
-
P
t
Sy
&
o
La
\‘1.
p =
_J’\"“\-

i {
vl 1\ 1 L pr—
o Ik w N N\ Pan " [ i
o ._x /, M S /, N, A &7 i .
/ N, M W 5 A LY b M\ __ 4
Pooe L N EL ST / 7~ _
— AN, 4 T R 2y Nosgd” P _
d g i S lo I » P “\ m ! o
|||||| — I’ L. %, | | Y, = ] i
lllllll _|I i 1).:..“1 l.110 ..r _Jl_ll _s_.ﬁ(i\1 mr.. \1\.......(. ¥ \q}k
= L - Jf o ¥ u__(vl o JL..\...H._II.I | A
_ ; “E r g e
i ] - ! Al J.Ju_ i | 7 N 4
_ ! P4 =l _ | i Y i - o
| F L - S
__ b _ 1 I e ¢ xx_..,;\v‘wx e A
3 1 = P i =5
i i . | il \.lﬂhu. Freald 2
x..rl\__.l/. ! | [ W e At LB
%y ) | ¥ w, ¢ &
L T, Y | o o= i 4
/J e ﬂ.,_ ) w|_|.. - 1.\\ \_ .
b ]
. W et F.\_.....\. £ "
rr.a__Lu s _1 ._. e F | hﬁlﬂ‘l
3 _ T
£ | I
e T
! (o  J ) _,.\\\
-, ot T
R L | y
1 H _—
| L




image1.png




image2.jpeg




