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Questions and Answers
12-Month Petition Findings on Five Species in California and Nevada 
(October 2015)
Q.  What action is the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service taking?

A. The Service is announcing “not-warranted” 12-month findings on 17 species on the Endangered Species Act (ESA) Candidate List, five of which are located in the Pacific Southwest Region. These species will be removed from the candidate list via this batched not-warranted finding. 
· Nevares Spring naucorid bug 
· Siskiyou mariposa lily
· Ramshaw Meadows sand verbena
· Columbia spotted frog
· Tahoe yellow cress

Q.  What does this mean?

A. The Service completed status reviews for 17 species that were candidates for listing under the ESA and found that all are now doing well and no longer warrant listing. These species will be removed from the ESA Candidate List. These findings represent years of collaborative efforts with various federal partners, states and private landowners to conserve and restore once-imperiled species and their habitats and eliminate the need for ESA protection. 

Nevares Spring naucorid bug 
Q. Why do we think the Nevares Spring naucorid bug does not require protection under the ESA?
[bookmark: _GoBack]A. When the Nevares Spring naucorid bug (Ambrysus funebris) was placed on the candidate list, the Furnace Creek water collection system drew potable water from three spring sources, Travertine Springs Lines 2, 3, and 4, and the Furnace Creek Wash. In April 2009, three groundwater production wells went into operation as part of the reconstruction of the Furnace Creek water collection system by the National Park Service. After the NPS groundwater production wells went online in 2009, incremental restoration of the physical hydrology at this spring province began in the summer of 2011, and was completed in the winter of 2013. All of the water that previously flowed into the collection lines for Travertine Spring 2 has been returned to the natural discharge area, which has restored springflow at the primary spring source discharge areas and recharged groundwater that has emerged as additional flow in downgradient springbrooks.
Population trends for the bug are not determinable given the limited surveys conducted since the species was first described and incomplete surveys of all potentially occupied areas. Based on both historical and more recent surveys, we believe that this narrow endemic species can be considered locally abundant where found, but otherwise uncommon in aquatic habitats within the Travertine and Nevares Spring complexes and Furnace Creek Wash.
Based on the best available information and our review of historical records, both wildfire and human-caused fires are rare events at the Furnace Creek Springs. Fire is not currently a threat to this species nor do we predict it to be a threat for the next 30 years.
Ramshaw Meadows sand verbena
Q.  Where is Ramshaw Meadows sand verbena located?
A. Ramshaw Meadows sand verbena is found on U.S. Forest Service lands (Inyo National Forest) in one main population center in Ramshaw Meadow on the Kern Plateau of the Sierra Nevada and from one subpopulation found in the adjacent Templeton Meadow. Both meadows are within the Golden Trout Wilderness in Tulare County, California.
Q.  Why is it being removed from the list of candidates?  
A. Conservation efforts made in partnership with the U.S. Forest Service have removed or reduced the threats to Ramshaw Meadows sand verbena so much so that they do not warrant proposed listing or continuance of candidate status.
Q.  What threats have been alleviated by and how?
A. There were three main threats which have been addressed by Forest Service's management efforts: 1) Lodgepole pines are encroaching upon the area occupied by some Abronia alpina subpopulations. 2) The habitat occupied by the species borders the meadow system and historical livestock trampling, along with the removal of bank stabilizing vegetation by grazing livestock, have left the meadow subject to potential alteration by lowering of the water table. 3) Established hiker, packstock, and cattle trails passed through Abronia alpina subpopulations.
The majority of threats identified have been and will continue to be to be addressed through actions the Inyo National Forest took between 1995 and 2012.  Working together, the Sacramento Field Office of the Fish and Wildlife Service and the Inyo National Forest developed a Conservation Agreement outlining all of the conservation actions and monitoring needed to continue to remove threats to the plants and their habitat.  
The Inyo National Forest will incorporate the Conservation Agreement in to its new Forest Land and Resource Management Plan to guide future land use and activities in Ramshaw Meadows sand verbena habitat. The Forest Service, which now owns all of the habitat of Ramshaw Meadows sand verbena as a result of land exchanges, will continue to monitor the sand verbena.  
This will allow it to continue monitoring and management practices that improve habitat conditions for the plant, including:
a)  identifying lodgepole pine encroachment as a threat and potential lodgepole removal as a management action;
b) developing a trailing strategy for livestock to protect Ramshaw Meadows sand verbena and its habitat, should grazing be resumed.  Cattle grazing on the allotment that includes Ramshaw Meadow was suspended for a 10-year period to improve watershed conditions and improve habitat conditions for California golden trout, another listed species that inhabits the Golden trout wilderness.  A decision about grazing in that area is pending revision of the Inyo Forest Plan.
c) rerouting hiking and packstock trails through Ramshaw Meadows sand verbena habitat and specifying actions to protect sensitive plant species in the Golden Trout Wilderness Management Plan (USDA Forest Service, 1982).
Siskiyou Mariposa Lily
Q.  What is the finding on Siskiyou mariposa lily?

A.  The Service has evaluated the status of Siskiyou mariposa lily and determined that it isn’t warranted for federal protection

Q.  Why is this flower significant?

A.  Siskiyou mariposa lily occurs in three locations in northern California and southern Oregon.  Given the limited distribution of Siskiyou mariposa lily, risks to this species include competition from invasive species, herbivory by mammals and insects, changes to natural fire regimes, and human activities that damage plants or their habitat. 

Q. With so few occurrences, why doesn’t this warrant a listing?  
A. Siskiyou mariposa lily is more abundant and widespread than was known at the time this species was added to the candidate list and ongoing conservation actions that reduce the threats, make the threats insufficient to warrant issuance of a proposed listing or continuance of candidate status.

Q.  What is the Service doing to conserve Siskiyou mariposa lily?

A. The Service has developed a conservation plan with the Forest Service and BLM to ensure the flowers continued protection.  In addition, these agencies conduct conservation and monitoring activities to ensure the protection of the species.  Combating the spread of the invasive Dyer’s woad is an ongoing challenge and state, local and federal agencies have helped to address this threat by removing the weeds. 
Q.  How do you work with these Partners to protect this plant? 

A. The Yreka Fish and Wildlife Office has worked closely with Klamath National Forest and Bureau of Land Management staff to complete a conservation strategy for Siskiyou mariposa lily on federal lands and to implement recovery actions for this species. The interagency Siskiyou Mariposa Lily Conservation Agreement Implementation Team has met twice since the three agencies finalized the Siskiyou Mariposa Lily Conservation Agreement and is coordinating actions listed in the implementation schedule.  As part of the Conservation Agreement, the Klamath National Forest has conducted comprehensive surveys of the Gunsight-Humbug Ridge occurrences in 2003 and 2009 and surveys are conducted annually by the Bureau of Land Management at the Bald Mountain occurrence. 

Q.  How can I find out more information about the 12-month findings?
A.  A summary of all findings in this batch along with their docket numbers can be found at www.federalregister.gov/public-inspection and www.fws.gov/policy/frsystem/default.cfm.

Q. How does the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service determine whether a species warrants protections under the Endangered Species Act (ESA)?

A. The ESA (Section 4(a)(1)) requires that we determine whether a species is endangered or threatened based on one or more of the five following factors:
(1) The present or threatened destruction, modification, or curtailment of its habitat or range;
(2) Overutilization for commercial, recreational, scientific, or educational purposes;
(3) Disease or predation;
(4) The inadequacy of existing regulatory mechanisms; or
(5) Other natural or manmade factors affecting its continued existence.

The ESA requires us to base our assessment solely on the best scientific and commercial data available. 
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