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Q.  What is being proposed?
A. The Service and partners have drafted a Recovery Plan for the Santa Rosa Plain (Plan).  The draft recovery plan lays out what research and management actions are believed necessary to support recovery of the listed species covered. The goal of the Endangered Species Act is to recover species and a recovery plan is a road map to help make that possible. 

The actions outlined in the recovery plan are voluntary and not regulatory in nature or enforced.  The associated costs are, among other things, for identification and protection of occurrences through fee-title acquisition or conservation easement from willing sellers, wetlands restoration, habitat management, and research necessary to guide the recovery of species..  Funding for implementation will come from non-profit organizations, academia, and discretionary funds of federal and state resource agencies and local municipalities working to help endangered species.

The Service is committed to our continued efforts to  work with people for the conservation and recovery of these imperiled species.  We will work with our partners and willing landowners to recover these species by addressing the preservation of high-quality habitat to provide essential connectivity, reduce fragmentation, and sufficiently buffer against encroaching development.  

Management of these preserved areas will further provide protection to the habitat, and address non-habitat related threats.  Surveys and habitat assessments (where data is lacking) will be conducted, as well as essential research to refine our knowledge on the recovery needs of the species.  Additionally, habitat restoration to achieve proper functioning of a vernal pool ecosystem (and potentially reintroductions) is necessary to ensure stable populations and protect unique genetic diversity.  
  
The key to the persistence and recovery of the covered species lies in finding a combined approach of protecting sufficient habitat with proper management and reducing threats to maintain suitable habitat quality for survival, growth and reproduction of remaining populations.  

Q. What species are proposed to be covered by the Plan?
A. The species proposed to be covered by this Plan are the endangered Sonoma County DPS of the California tiger salamander (Ambystoma californiense) and three endangered plant species:  Sonoma sunshine (Blennosperma bakeri); Burke’s goldfields (Lasthenia burkei); and Sebastopol meadowfoam (Limnanthes vinculans). The species all have naturally limited geographic ranges, and are further constrained by inhabiting naturally rare habitat within that geographic range.

Q. What is a DPS?
A. A DPS is a segment of a species’ population that is markedly “discrete” or, in other words, separated from other populations due to physical, physiological, ecological, or behavioral factors.  A DPS must also be “significant” or, in other words, important to the species.  Significance can be satisfied by the persistence  of the DPS in an unique or unusual ecological setting, evidence that the loss of the DPS would result in a significant gap in the range of the species, evidence that the DPS represents the only surviving natural occurrence of the species, and evidence that the DPS differs markedly from the other populations of the species in its genetic characteristics.

Q.  What areas will be involved? 
A.  The Santa Rosa Plain is located in central Sonoma County, bordered on the south and west by the Laguna de Santa Rosa, on the east by the Coast Range foothills, and on the north by the Russian River.   See the map of the proposed Plan area at the end of this document or at www.fws.gov/endangered/species/recovery-plans.html or www.fws.gov/sacramento.

Q.  How did you determine the geographic range for the plan? Why not include other areas?
A.  The geographic scope of this recovery plan follows the geographic ranges of the Sonoma County distinct population segment of California tiger salamander and the three listed plants.

Q.  What are the main goals of recovery? 
A.  The ultimate goal of the Plan is to sufficiently reduce the threats to covered species and ensure their long-term viability in the wild so that they can be removed from the list of threatened and endangered species.  
The Plan lays out a three-part strategy to help make that possible: 
1. Establish a long-term conservation program sufficient to mitigate potential adverse effects of future development on the Plain, and to conserve and contribute to the recovery of the listed species and the conservation of their sensitive habitat; 

2. Accomplish the preceding in a fashion that protects stakeholders’ (both public and private) land use interests, and

3. Support issuance of an authorization for incidental take of Sonoma County California tiger salamander and listed plants that may occur in the course of carrying out a broad range of activities on the Plain.

Q.  What are the threats to the species?
A.  The main cause of the decline and the main current threat to all species is the loss and degradation of habitat. Those four species are covered by this recovery plan and have naturally limited geographic ranges.  They are further constrained by inhabiting naturally rare habitat within that geographic range.  

For the three endangered plants covered by this Plan, the loss and fragmentation of habitat due to urban development, associated road construction, agriculture-land conversion, and habitat degradation from poor grazing practices, agriculture, and other human-related changes to vernal pool hydrology are listed as the primary threats to these species in the 1991 listing rule. Today, the largest continuing threats to these species are urban development and land conversion to agriculture (such as vineyards) and associated agricultural activities.  

At the time of listing, the Service determined that the primary cause for the decline of the Sonoma County California tiger salamander was loss, degradation, and fragmentation of habitat as the result of urbanization. Habitat loss and fragmentation is still considered to be the primary threat to the Sonoma County California tiger salamander.  

With rapid development of the Plain for a variety of human uses, many vernal pools have been eliminated or degraded, and large areas of upland habitat have been converted to high-intensity human uses, which are unsuitable for salamanders because they lack the aquatic and upland habitat necessary for the salamander.  In addition to complete loss of habitat, residential and agricultural development has also reduced terrestrial habitat quality and connectivity.  

Q.  Is the Recovery Plan consistent with the Santa Rosa Conservation Strategy?
A.  Yes,  the scientific data, mapping and other information within the Conservation Strategy were incorporated into the Plan.  However, new mapping information, current research and other updated information were also included to meet the specific needs of a Recovery Plan.

Q.  Will the recovery plan halt new or existing employment opportunities? 
A.  This recovery plan is not regulatory and will not halt new or existing employment opportunities.

Q.  How will this recovery plan effect future Urban Development? 
A.  While urban development in general is a threat to these species, the Plan provides a strategy that guides species recovery within the context of future urban development. In addition,  the FWS has been implementing the Conservation Strategy through section 7 and section 10 of the ESA.

Q.  How long with the Plan take to complete and how much will it cost?
A.  The Service currently estimates the total incremental economic effect of this habitat recovery plan at $463 million over the next fifty years. 
The actions outlined in the recovery plan are voluntary and not regulatory in nature or enforced.  The Service is committed to working with people for the conservation and recovery of these imperiled species.  

Q.  Where does the funding for the Plan come from?
A.  Recovery plans do not come with associated funding.  However, Service funds could be made available subject to budgetary and other constraints affecting the parties involved.  Also, as mentioned above, a published recovery plan can help our partners leverage funds for recovery efforts from various sources outside of Service.
Q.  Where can I get more information about the Plan?
A.  More information and copy of the recovery plan will be available for download on our website at http://www.fws.gov/endangered/species/recovery-plans.html and www.fws.gov/sacramento.  

Alternatively, you may contact the Sacramento Fish and Wildlife Office, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 2800 Cottage Way, Suite W–2605, Sacramento, CA 95825; Telephone 916–414–6600.

Q.  Specifically, what kind of information is the Service looking for?  
A.  The Service intends that any final action resulting from release of this draft Plan will be based on the best scientific and commercial data available and be as accurate and as effective as possible.  Therefore, we request comments or information from the public, other concerned governmental agencies, Native American tribes, the scientific community, industry, or any other interested parties.

Q.  Where do I submit my comments?
A.  Comments on the draft recovery plan will be accepted through February 9, 2015. You may submit written comments and information by mail or in person to the Sacramento Fish and Wildlife Office, 2800 Cottage Way, Suite W-2605, Sacramento, CA 95825; Attention: Recovery Planning Division, FWS-R8-ES-2014-N225.

Q.  What happens next? 
A.  After the public comment period closes on the draft Plan,  the Service will review and address all comments and prepare a final Plan.  When that plan is finalized it will be made available to the public….


MORE QUESTIONS?
Please write or call:	
Sacramento Fish and Wildlife Office, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 2800 Cottage Way, Suite W–2605, Sacramento, CA 95825; Telephone 916–414–6600.

If you use a telecommunications device for the deaf (TDD), call the Federal Information Relay Service (FIRS) at (800) 877–8339.

[bookmark: _GoBack]*Following this page, there is a map of the proposed Recovery Plan area.  Additional maps and information can be found at www.fws.gov/sacramento
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