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Q.  What is this action and what does it mean?
A.  The Sierra Nevada yellow-legged frog and the Northern Distinct Population Segment (DPS) of the mountain yellow-legged frog (MYLF) are being listed as endangered under the Endangered Species Act (ESA) and the Yosemite toad (YT) is being listed as threatened.

Being added to the Federal List of Threatened and Endangered Species gives protection to these animals from human-caused impacts that could jeopardize their continued existence while at the same time providing a means by which they can be eventually recovered and removed from the list. Federal agencies whose actions may affect listed species will need to consult with the Service to ensure this protection. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Managers of non-federal actions can also work with the Service to ensure projects, that have the potential to impact these amphibians, can move forward while providing for the conservation of the species.

Q.  How will listing the 3SA affect public access to public lands?  
A.  The U.S. Forest Service and National Park Service do not anticipate any road closures resulting from listing the 3SA on the public lands they administer.  There may be some OHV or trail stream crossings that need to be modified but specific details are made on a case by case basis.

Q. How will listing the 3SA affect local business?
A. Since most of the remaining habitat for the 3SA is located on public lands and wilderness areas administered by the USFS and NPS, most of the economic impacts will be isolated to the administrative costs to those agencies.  

The Service has identified that this action may have some limited, localized effects to local recreation, grazing, and forestry operations in areas where the 3SA live but does not anticipate that the listing will have a serious economic impact on local businesses and residents.   

Q.  Will listing the 3SA affect the trout fishing industry by prohibiting trout stocking and restocking.
A.  Listing the amphibians does not prohibit the stocking of trout.  The California Department of Fish and Wildlife (DFW) currently does not stock trout in areas that contain the frog.  Additionally, DFW is working on their Aquatic Basin Management Plans which are intended to provide for the restoration of habitat for the frog as well as the maintenance of a recreational fishery in the Sierras.

Q.  What are the threats to the yellow-legged frogs?
A.  Threats include habitat degradation and fragmentation, predation and disease, and climate change.  A range-wide reduction in abundance and geographic extent of surviving populations of Sierra Nevada yellow-legged frogs and mountain yellow-legged frogs has resulted from decades of fish stocking and the resulting habitat fragmentation, and a recent disease epidemic.  Although additional potential threats were examined in the proposed rule, they were generally found to be of minor importance.  Recreation use is not considered a significant threat to these two frogs.

Q.  What are the threats to the Yosemite toad?
A.  Threats to the Yosemite toad include changes to wet meadow habitat associated with past fire management, historic timber management activities, livestock grazing, disease, and climate change.  Although additional potential threats were examined in the proposed rule, they were generally found to be of minor importance. Recreation use is not considered a significant threat to the Yosemite toad.

Q.   Why is the Service listing two different species of the yellow-legged frog?
A.  In 2003, the Service published a 12-month petition finding that the Northern DPS of the mountain yellow-legged frog warranted protection under the ESA and added the species to the candidate list. Genetic evidence in 2007 revealed that the petitioned frog was actually two distinct species, and the Service subsequently addressed these changes in the annual candidate notice of review (CNOR) for the species.  Agreeing that both frog species warranted protection, the Service included both the Sierra Nevada yellow-legged frog and the Northern DPS of the mountain yellow-legged frog in the proposed listing rule.  

In Southern California, the Southern DPS of the mountain yellow-legged frog was listed as endangered in 2002.

Q.  What is the difference between listing a species as threatened or endangered?
A.   A species is listed in one of two categories, endangered or threatened, depending on its status and the degree of threat it faces. An “endangered species” is one that is in danger of extinction throughout all or a significant portion of its range. A “threatened species” is one that is likely to become endangered in the foreseeable future throughout all or a significant portion of its range.

Q.  Why is the Yosemite toad being listed as threatened instead of endangered?
A.  Though the threats to the Yosemite toad are less severe than those occurring for the frogs, the Service has concluded that expected future increases in the threats indicate that the toad is likely to become endangered throughout all or a significant portion of its range within the foreseeable future.

Q.  What happens next?
A.  The Service will publish a final determination on the proposal to designate critical habitat for the 3SA.  This determination is scheduled for later this year.


MORE QUESTIONS?
Please write or call:	If you use a telecommunications device for the deaf (TDD), call the Federal Information Relay Service (FIRS) at (800) 877–8339.

Karen Leyse, Listing Branch Chief
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Sacramento Fish and Wildlife Office
2800 Cottage Way, W-2605
Sacramento, California 95825
Telephone (916) 414–6600
Facsimile (916) 414–6712.   
http://www.fws.gov/sacramento/outreach/Public-Advisories/SierraAmphibian_Proposals/outreach_PA_SierraAmphibian_Proposals.htm  
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