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Questions and Answers - Listing Proposal
[bookmark: _GoBack]This set of Q&A’s addresses the three Sierra amphibians and the proposal to list them under the Endangered Species Act.  To get more information about the Critical Habitat proposal, see the additional Q&A’s on our website.
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Sierra Nevada yellow-legged frog (Rana sierrae) and the Northern DPS of the mountain yellow-legged frog (Rana muscosa)
The size of these frogs ranges from 1.5 to 3.25 inches.  Females average slightly larger than males, and males have a swollen, darkened thumb base.   Adult coloration is variable, exhibiting a mix of brown and yellow, but also can be grey, red, or green-brown, and is usually patterned with dark spots.  Irregular lichen- or moss-like patches (to which the name muscosa refers) may also be present. Mountain yellow-legged frog


The Sierra Nevada yellow-legged frog and the northern DPS of the mountain yellow-legged frog are similar morphologically and behaviorally. However, these two species can be distinguished from each other physically by the ratio of the lower-leg length to snout vent-length.  The northern DPS of the mountain yellow-legged frog has longer limbs.   Typically, this ratio is greater than or equal to 0.55 in the northern DPS of the mountain yellow-legged frog and less than 0.55 in the Sierra Nevada yellow-legged frog.

[image: ]Yosemite toad (Anaxyrus canorus)
The Yosemite toad is moderately sized, usually 30 to 71 mm (1.2–2.8 in) in length, with rounded to slightly oval glands, one on each side of the head, which produce toxins used to deter some predators.   A thin mid-dorsal stripe (on the middle of the back) is present in juveniles of both sexes.  The stripe disappears or is reduced with age; this process takes place more quickly in males. The iris of the eye is dark brown with gold reflective cells.Yosemite toad


Yosemite toads are found in wet meadow habitats and lake shores surrounded by lodgepole or whitebark pine.  They are most often found in areas with thick meadow vegetation or patches of low willows. 

Questions and Answers - Listing Proposal

Q.  What is being proposed?
A.  The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) proposed to add three amphibian species to the Endangered Species List and designate 1,831,820 acres as critical habitat for these species. 


Q.  What are the threats to the yellow-legged frogs?
A.  Threats include habitat degradation and fragmentation, predation and disease, and climate change.  A range-wide reduction in abundance and geographic extent of surviving populations of Sierra Nevada yellow-legged frogs and mountain yellow-legged frogs has resulted from decades of fish stocking and the resulting habitat fragmentation, and a recent disease epidemic.  Although additional potential threats were examined in the proposed rule, they were generally found to be of minor importance.  Recreation use is not considered a significant threat to these two frogs.


Q.  What are the threats to the Yosemite toad?
A.  Threats to the Yosemite toad include changes to wet meadow habitat associated with past fire management, historic timber management activities, livestock grazing, disease, and climate change.  Although additional potential threats were examined in the proposed rule, they were generally found to be of minor importance. Recreation use is not considered a significant threat to the Yosemite toad.


Q.   Why is the Service proposing to list two different species of yellow-legged Frog in the Sierra Nevada? 
A.  In 2003, the Service published a 12-month petition finding that the Northern DPS of the mountain yellow-legged frog warranted protection under the ESA and added the species to the candidate list. Genetic evidence in 2007 revealed that the petitioned frog was actually two distinct species, and the Service subsequently addressed these changes in the annual candidate notice of review (CNOR) for the species.  Agreeing that both frog species warranted protection, the Service included both the Sierra Nevada yellow-legged frog and the Northern DPS of the mountain yellow-legged frog in the proposed listing rule.  

In Southern California, the Southern DPS of the mountain yellow-legged frog was listed as Endangered 2002.


Q.  Why is the Yosemite toad proposed to be listed as threatened instead of endangered?
A.  Though the threats to the Yosemite toad are less severe than those occurring for the proposed frogs, the Service has concluded that expected future increases in the threats indicate that the toad is likely to become endangered throughout all or a significant portion of its range within the foreseeable future.


Q.  Why are these species important?
A.  All species play an important role in our ecosystems.  Frogs and toads feed on insects and are themselves food for other important species such as garter snakes, birds, and even bears.  

Amphibians, such as these species, play an important role in nutrient recycling.  Because amphibian tadpoles live in lakes and streams, but become terrestrial as adults, they are important in transferring energy from the aquatic environment to the terrestrial environment where it is available to terrestrial species such as land birds and mammals.  

For more information about the importance of the mountain yellow legged frog, the Service recommends visiting the Yellow-Legged Frog Site at:  http://www.mylfrog.info/ 

For more information about the consequences of frogs going extinct, please visit the U.S. Geological Survey website at: 
http://www.usgs.gov/newsroom/article.asp?ID=3597 


Q.  Will listing the frog and designating critical habitat eliminate the trout fishing industry by prohibiting trout stocking and restocking.
A.  Listing the amphibians and designating critical habitat will not prohibit the stocking of trout.  The California Department of Fish and Wildlife (DFW) currently does not stock trout in areas that contain the frog.  Additionally, DFW is working on their Aquatic Basin Management Plans, which are intended to provide for the restoration of habitat for the frog as well as the maintenance of a recreational fishery in the Sierras. 


Q.  Will listing these species have a serious adverse economic impact on local businesses and residents?  
A.  In general, listing of species under the ESA may result in some cost to local residents.  A key concern of the 3 Sierra amphibians listing we have heard voiced is that the listing and designation of critical habitat will prevent access to public lands, as well as limit utilization of lands for activities such as grazing, timber harvest and recreational activities.  We do not think this is the case given that these species predominately occur on Federal lands.  We envision only minor alterations in management practices on Federal lands, and we do not anticipate that the listing will have a serious economic impact on local businesses and residents.  More information will be available when the Draft Economic Analysis publishes soon.


Q.  How is the listing and critical habitat designation expected to affect public access to public lands?  
A.  Although it is not possible to say how each Agency will implement protections for the species on specific projects, the U.S. Forest Service (USFS), for example, found nothing in the proposed rules to indicate any specific limitations to public access and use of USFS lands, and does not anticipate any road closures resulting from this proposal or the final listing, should that occur.   If listing is finalized, there may be some OHV or trail stream crossings that need to be relocated or hardened, but specific details are impossible to predict at this time.


Q.  Will there be any opportunities to meet with staff from the Service to discuss these proposals?
A.  Yes.  Here are the details;
Public Meetings: The Service will also hold two public meetings.  
The first will be in Mono County on January 8, 2014 from 1-3 p.m. at the Mono County Board of Supervisors Chambers at the Mono County Courthouse (upstairs); State Highway 395 North; Bridgeport, CA 93517. To allow for a larger audience, will also be broadcast to the Mono County Board of Supervisors Meeting Room on the 3rd Floor of the Sierra Center Mall; 452 Old Mammoth Road; Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546. 

The second will be in Fresno County on January 13, 2014 from 1-3 p.m. at the Fresno County Board of Supervisors Chambers; Hall of Records, Room 301; 2281 Tulare Street; Fresno, CA 93721.
  
Reasonable Accommodations:  People needing reasonable accommodations in order to attend and participate in any of these meetings should contact Robert Moler, External Affairs Supervisor, Sacramento Fish and Wildlife Office, as soon as possible by calling 916/414-6606.


Q.  What happens next?
A.  The Service will release a Draft Economic Analysis soon and open an additional public comment period on the entire proposal.  There will also be a public hearing with details to be announced at that time. Before publishing a final rule, we will compile and address the comments received during the public comment periods. The Service will also review and address the expert opinions of independent specialists with scientific expertise to ensure our determinations are based on scientifically sound data, assumptions, and analyses. The Service will have an independent economic analysis of the proposed critical habitat rule completed. 



MORE QUESTIONS?
Please write or call:	If you use a telecommunications device for the deaf (TDD), call the Federal Information Relay Service (FIRS) at (800) 877–8339.

Karen Leyse, Listing Branch Chief
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Sacramento Fish and Wildlife Office
2800 Cottage Way, W-2605
Sacramento, California 95825
Telephone (916) 414–6600
Facsimile (916) 414–6712.   
www.fws.gov/sacramento 
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