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Q.  What is a 90-day finding?
A.  A 90-day finding is a review of a petition to add or remove Endangered Species Act (ESA) protections for a species.  The Service makes a positive or negative finding based on whether or not the petition contained substantial information to indicate that the petitioned action may be warranted.  The Service normally makes this finding 90 days after receiving a petition.

Q. What happens if the finding is positive?
A.  A positive 90-day finding means that the Service determined the petition presented substantial scientific information to indicate that the action may be warranted.  At that time, the Service begins a comprehensive review of the status of the species.

A positive finding does not mean that the Service has decided to grant federal protections for the species. 

Q.  What happens if the finding is negative?
A.  A negative 90 day finding means that the Service determined that a petition did not present sufficient information to indicate that the action may be warranted.  No further action is taken.

Q.  Does the public have a chance to provide input in the process?
A.   Yes. With a positive 90-day finding the Service opens a public comment period.  The Service reviews all the information submitted by the public as part of a comprehensive review of the status of the species. 

Q. What kind of information is the Service looking for during an open comment period for a positive 90 day finding?
A.  The Service seeks information about the biology, range, and population trends including habitat requirements; genetics and taxonomy; historical and current range and distribution patterns; historic and current population levels, current and projected population trends; and past and ongoing conservation measures for the species and its habitat.

Q. What happens next?
[bookmark: _GoBack]A. In addition to reviewing all information collected from the public during the open comment period, the Service looks at all of the scientific information available for the species in order to make a determination whether or not the species warrants the ESA action as petitioned.  That determination is known as a 12-month finding and is normally made 9 months after the 90-day finding.  At that time the Service will determine whether the petitioned action is warranted for the species, not-warranted, or warranted but precluded by higher priority actions.

**For details on the complete listing process, download the Listing Fact Sheet. 
(http://www.fws.gov/endangered/esa-library/pdf/listing.pdf)
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