
 
 
The Wilderness Fellows Initiative was established to advance wilderness stewardship in our federally 
protected areas while providing an opportunity for wilderness advocates and young professionals to gain 
valuable career experience. Wilderness Fellows provide on-the-ground support to help staff integrate 
wilderness character into monitoring, planning, and management. For each wilderness, Fellows collect 
and compile data to produce baseline assessments of local wilderness character that address the special 
and unique qualities of each wilderness, and assist staff in many ways to improve wilderness stewardship. 
This year, Fellows will work on wilderness character assessments for federal lands spanning the country, 
from Alaska to Georgia. These assessments will be produced for wilderness areas at 12 National Wildlife 
Refuges, two National Parks, one National Parkland, two National Monuments, and two National 
Forests, and one National Fish Hatchery. 
 

 
Casey Alexander received her Bachelor’s degree in Environmental Science from 
Colorado College in May 2013. As a student, she travelled to Thailand to study 
sustainable development and later, completed her senior paper on the political 
ecology of deforestation and reforestation in northern Thailand. The summer 
after graduating, Casey worked on an organic farm in Colorado Springs, CO, 
spending most of her time working in the fields. Most recently, Casey worked as 
a research and teaching assistant at the Arava Institute for Environmental Studies 
on a kibbutz in the Negev desert of Israel.  There, she developed research 
protocols and monitored the physiology and population dynamics of Acacia trees 
for the long-term sociological and ecological research platform in Israel. Casey 
hopes to continue her education and work in wilderness conservation. In her free 
time, Casey enjoys being active outdoors, hiking, skiing, swimming, drawing, 
and trying new activities. She will be serving as the Wilderness Fellow for 
Santee National Wildlife Refuge, SC, and Noxubee National Wildlife Refuge, 
MS. 

Casey Alexander 

 

Sue Booth-Binczik 

Sue Booth-Binczik received a Ph.D. in wildlife ecology and conservation from 
the University of Florida, an M.S. in wildlife conservation from the University of 
Minnesota, and a B.S. in biology from Yale University. She grew up in New 
York State and has loved the wilderness areas in Adirondack Park all of her life.  
A School for Field Studies course she took in Glacier Bay National Park and 
Preserve was the formative experience that set Sue on her career path.  Her 
dissertation research focused on the behavioral ecology of white-nosed coatis in 
Tikal National Park, Guatemala.  As a conservation biologist at the Dallas Zoo, 
she collaborated with Laguna Atascosa National Wildlife Refuge  biologists on 
wildlife research projects in Texas and participated in a bi-national interagency 
ocelot recovery effort.  Sue will be serving as the Wilderness Fellow for Cedar 
Breaks National Monument and the Dixie National Forest in Utah. 
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Morgan Gantz received her Bachelor’s degree in environmental science with a 
minor in environmental policy and planning from the University of Wisconsin– 
Green Bay in May 2012. She has served as a teaching assistant for a GIS course, 
as a research assistant examining the establishment of biomass grasslands for 
electricity and heat generation, and as a terrestrial invasive species intern 
conducting botanical surveys. Morgan has also worked as an education and 
outreach coordinator helping to gain support for protecting Brown’s Canyon as a 
national monument, and spent last summer working in Wrangell-St. Elias 
National Park and Preserve in Alaska on their exotic plant management team. 
She is interested in GIS and modeling of ecological systems and plans to return 
to school for a graduate degree. During her free time, she enjoys snowboarding, 
hiking, camping, kayaking, running and foraging plants from the wild. Morgan 
will be serving as the Wilderness Fellow for the Rice Lake and Tamarac National 
Wildlife Refuges in Minnesota. 

Morgan Gantz 

 

Ben Katz 

Ben Katz graduated from the University of Vermont in May 2012 with a 
Bachelor’s degree in environmental science with a focus in environmental 
analysis and assessment. After school, he worked as a wilderness ranger with the 
U.S. Forest Service in California and Colorado. He also worked as an invasive 
weeds surveyor for the Forest Service. Ben has also completed research projects 
with the USGS, studying real-time measurements of dissolved mercury travelling 
through terrestrial streams in collaboration. He plans to return to school for a 
graduate degree and hopes to continue working with wilderness and public land 
management. He enjoys hiking, backpacking, snowboarding, fishing, frisbee, 
reading in his hammock, and live music. Ben will be serving as the Wilderness 
Fellow for the Koyukuk National Wildlife Refuge, AK, and Crescent Lake 
National Wildlife Refuge, NE. 

 

Nyssa Landres graduated from Westminster College in May 2013 with a 
Bachelor’s degree in environmental studies and land use. While earning her 
degree, Nyssa worked as a wilderness ranger for the National Park Service in 
Utah and the U.S. Forest Service in Alaska. She has published an article in the 
International Journal of Wilderness on commonality in wilderness character. 
Nyssa has also spent time in Indonesia, where she researched secular and sacred 
forestry practices in Bali. She enjoys hiking, backpacking, telemark skiing, 
reading and crossword puzzles. She plans to return to school for a graduate 
degree and hopes to continue working with wilderness and public land 
management. Nyssa is a returning Wilderness Fellow and has worked at national 
wildlife refuges in California, Oregon and Washington. This year, she will be 
working at Western Arctic National Parklands for the National Park Service. Nyssa Landres 
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Joelle Marier 

Joelle Marier received her Bachelor’s degree in Environmental Studies from the 
University of Montana in 2010 after attaining an Associate of Science degree in 
wilderness management from Vermilion College. She is currently pursuing a 
Certificate in GIS in preparation for graduate studies. Joelle has a strong 
background in outdoor education and has guided backcountry trips in south-
central Alaska, sea kayaked 600 miles of Alaska’s Inside Passage, and explored 
wild lands throughout the western U.S., Alaska and Canada. She also worked as 
a wilderness ranger for the U.S. Forest Service in New Mexico and Montana, and 
wrote the wilderness education plan for the Carson National Forest. Her 
professional interests include exploring ways to improve the effectiveness of 
ecological restoration and conservation using GIS.  Outside of work, she enjoys 
backcountry travel, skiing, backpacking, trail running, climbing, biking, nature 
writing and watercolor painting. Joelle will be serving as the Wilderness Fellow 
for Mesa Verde National Park and Colorado National Monument. 

 
Elizabeth Mejicano received a Bachelor’s degree in 2011 from the University of 
Wisconsin-Madison in conservation biology, Spanish and Latin American 
studies. While earning her degree, she studied tropical ecology and conservation 
in Costa Rica and, post-graduation, participated in ecological research projects in 
Ecuador and Honduras. Elizabeth began her federal career with three seasons as 
a wilderness ranger in the Boundary Waters Canoe Area Wilderness, and most 
recently has been working as an outdoor recreation/wilderness technician for the 
Bureau of Land Management in St. George, UT. Previously, she was the 
Wilderness Fellow for the Black Elk Wilderness in the Black Hills National 
Forest, and plans to continue pursuing a career in wilderness management and 
research. In her spare time, Elizabeth enjoys singing, canoeing, hiking and cross 
country skiing. This year, she will be serving as the Wilderness Fellow for 
Mount Massive Wilderness in Colorado, which is co-managed by the San Isabel 
National Forest and the Leadville National Fish Hatchery. 

Elizabeth Mejicano 

 

Max Mutter 

Max Mutter received a Bachelor’s degree in biology from Colby College in 2010 
and completed a Master’s degree in biodiversity, conservation, and management 
at Oxford University in 2013. His Master’s dissertation involved using statistical 
distribution models to ascertain the effects of natural gas related developments 
on sagebrush obligate songbirds. Max also completed a wildlife ecology and 
conservation study program in and around the national parks of Tanzania. 
Between degrees Max has worked on projects involving invasive species 
eradication in Massachusetts, counting migrating hawks on the Kittatinny ridge 
in Pennsylvania, and monitoring nesting saltmarsh sparrows in Maine. In his free 
time Max is an avid rock and ice climber, cyclist and birder. He will be serving 
as the Wilderness Fellow for Sheldon and Hart Mountain National Wildlife 
Refuges in Oregon. 
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After graduating from Rice University in May 2003 with a BA in philosophy, 
Ben Riegel spent four summers working as a wilderness ranger for the U.S. 
Forest Service in Washington State, where he fell in love with wilderness, public 
lands management and the North Cascades. In May 2012, he received a master’s 
degree in environmental management from Duke University, and for the past two 
years worked as a GIS and remote sensing analyst at the Environmental 
Protection Agency in Durham, NC. Ben is happy to be returning to Washington 
and serving as the Wilderness Fellow at North Cascades National Park. He hopes 
to combine his passion for wilderness with his GIS skills. When not working, 
Ben enjoys birding, hiking and canoeing. 

Ben Riegel 
 

Alicia Vasto  

Alicia Vasto graduated from the University of Notre Dame in 2011 with a degree 
in environmental science. As a backcountry visitor services intern at Pisgah 
National Forest during the summer of 2010, she completed trail work, assisted 
wilderness backpackers, and wrote the wilderness education plan for the Shining 
Rock and Middle Prong Wildernesses. In 2013, she earned a Master’s degree in 
environmental management from Duke University. In her studies, she focused on 
land management and conservation. Her master’s project was a management plan 
for a unique property owned by The LandTrust of Central North Carolina. The 
plan included habitat restoration targets, invasive species management 
techniques, and recreational enhancement opportunities. In her free time, Alicia 
enjoys reading, hiking, movie-going and trying new foods. She will be serving as 
the Wilderness Fellow for Breton and Lacassine National Wildlife Refuges in 
Louisiana. 
 

 
Christian Vlautin earned his Ph. D. in animal behavior from the University of 
Memphis in 2013, examining space use and cognition in small mammals. His 
professional interests have focused on olfaction and scent communication in 
vertebrates and how they can relate to conservation and management issues. 
Before returning to graduate school, Chris worked for many years as a biologist 
at a nonprofit facility specializing in the care and upkeep of exotic carnivores. 
Since graduating, he has spent time with various organizations working on 
human/wildlife conflict in agricultural regions bordering national parks and other 
protected areas, and has been part of projects in South America, Africa and the 
American South. He would like to continue these efforts while exploring ways to 
better turn theoretical management strategies into practical application. In his 
spare time, Christian enjoys cycling, metal working, auto repair and martial arts. 
He will be serving as the Wilderness Fellow for Big Lake and White River 
National Wildlife Refuges in Arkansas. 

Christian Vlautin 

 

For more information about the Interagency Wilderness Fellows Initiative for 2014, contact: 
Peter Landres, USFS Ecologist, Aldo Leopold Wilderness Research Institute, plandres@fs.fed.us, 406.542.4189 
Nancy Roeper, USFWS National Wilderness Coordinator, nancy_roeper@fws.gov, 703.358.2389 
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