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LEMIS Numbers for Region 4 in March 2015

Incidents reported in LEMIS 504

Violation Notices issued 177

Warnings 234

Arrest 1 i
Have you made time to

Serious Incidents 1 update your law enforce-
ment refresher dates in
LEMIS?

Fresh Water Turtle Poaching, South Florida:

On March 22, 2015, FWO Jake Tuttle investigated a white Chevrolet van as a suspicious vehicle on the Eastern
boundary of the Arthur R. Marshall Loxahatchee National Wildlife Refuge. He discovered three Chinese-
Americans asleep in the vehicle. Back-up units from Palm Beach County
Sheriff’s Office (PBSO) arrived. Acting on the smell from the vehicle and
observations, FWO Tuttle and PBSO searched the van and discovered 3
crates containing 25 soft shell turtles and 1 mud turtle. Also found were
lines, hooks, jugs and bottles. All three subjects were from Brooklyn, N.Y.
They were self-sufficient with camp stoves and food. Florida Fish &
Wildlife (FWC) Officers arrived. No evidence suggested the turtles were
taken from the Refuge. The subjects were charged by FWC with
possession of over one turtle, which is the daily limit in Florida. This was
part of the growing trade nationally and internationally in freshwater
turtles.

Turtles found in a crate

Community Outreach

In late March FWO Raul Sanchez and ZO Bruce Butler were invited to speak at the Franklin D.
Roosevelt Elementary School in Vieques, PR, for English Language Week. FWO Sanchez and ZO Butler
spoke about their jobs as FWOs and how being bilingual has helped them in their careers. The
officers also shared their experiences with learning a new language and how they never gave up. The
students also learned about the very important work that FWO perform on National Wildlife Refuges
all of the country. After the presentation many of the students expressed to the teacher that they
wanted to go on a class field trip to the Vieques NWR.

FWO Sanchez talking with some of
the students




K-9 demonstration in Tallahassee, Fl.:

On Feb. 15, 2015, Zone K-9 Officer Brannon and K-9 Riot participated in a K-9 demonstration in
Tallahassee, Fl. Officer Brannon and K-9 Riot, along with two Leon County Sheriff’s K-9 teams,
conducted a demonstration of the abilities of their K-9s, and how they perform their functions for
their respective agencies. In attendance were approximately 50 third and fourth graders along with
several teachers and school staff. This was the first “public” demonstration for Officer Brannon and
Riot as he is new to the agency, replacing Officer Brannon’s previous K-9, A.J. K-9 Riot was purchased
with Washington Office funds, and as of this writing has trained for approximately 400 hours with
Officer Brannon since he was purchased in December of 2014. K-9 Riot is trained to detect illegal
drugs and contraband as well as track suspects, conduct building and area searches, handler
protection, and suspect apprehension. K-9 Riot is also trained to perform tactical assignments when
serving warrants or other missions requested.

ZFWO Brannon and K9 Riot

FWO'’s from Southeast Louisiana Refuge Complex Assist With Search:

On Saturday March 29, 2015, at around 5:30PM, 911 received a call that a vessel had capsized on
the Pearl River, Near Lock 1. Onboard the vessel was a family of five. The vessel apparently had
engine troubles and drifted over the weir and capsized. Three children were rescued, but the adult
male and female were missing. Federal Wildlife Officer Brad Kemp was notified about the two
missing persons on the Pearl River, adjacent to the Bouge Chitto NWR. FWO Kemp immediately
responded and assisted in the search. The following day, Federal Wildlife Officers Kemp and Zach
Kincaid assisted with the search of the missing boaters . The bodies of the missing boaters were
later recovered.

Lock 1, located on the
Pearl River

Homeless Camps Found at Hobe Sound NWR, Florida:

Supervisory FWO William Calvert began an investigation into several homeless camps, or camps being used
by locals, along the Intracoastal Waterway (ICW) at Hobe Sound NWR. The camps contained walls built out
of bamboo, tents, tools, drug paraphernalia, drugs hidden in containers and a lot of trash. A network of
trails was found in the area as well as trails that were cut from the Florida East Coast (FEC) railroad right of
way to access the camps. The camps were concealed well from the ICW and FEC R/W by coastal vegetation
and trees.



Lending a Helping Hand

After returning from the Southeast Region annual law enforcement in-service FWO Mike Evans and
Zone Officer Bruce Butler assisted the National Park Service with crowd and traffic control at the ST.
Croix, USVI annual St Patrick's Day Parade. The parade route started and finished within the boundary
of the Christiansted National Historic Site. The parade attracts several hundred persons to the park

each year. For the past several years, NPS law enforcement has requested the assistance of FWS to
assist with law enforcement functions during this event. NPS Rangers also assisted the FWS at the Sandy
Point NWR with opening and closing of the main entrance gate while the FWOs were attending
In-service and on an extended detail to the Navassa NWR. This is a great example of how 2 sister agen-
cies within the US Department of the Interior can pool resources together to accomplish their missions.

Ranger Adrian Fernandez, FWO Mike Evans, Chief Ranger Isander Rodriguez, Ranger
Reynaldo Rivera & ZO Bruce Butler at the Christiansted National Historic Site

Navassa NWR Mission

FWOs William Wolfrom, Mike Evans, Raul Sanchez and SFWO Bryant Marcial participated in a special
detail to one of the most remote refuges within the Southeast Region. Navassa Island NWR is three
square miles in area, lies about one hundred miles south of Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, some thirty miles
west of Cape Tiburon, Haiti and east of Kingston, Jamaica. Its terrain is a raised coral and limestone
plateau, flat to undulating, ringed by vertical white cliffs, approximately nine to fifteen meters high.
Navassa Island NWR is mostly exposed rock. However, it has enough grassland to support goat herds.
Dense stands of fig-like trees and scattered cactus also exist. Only one tenth of the island's land is mead-
ows or pastures.

Officers assigned to the detail provided law enforcement protection and security services to Amateur
Ham Radio Operators who conducted radio operations for 15 days,. While on the island FWO s were able
to document numerous refuge violations ranging from simple trespass, illegal take, habitat destruction,
unauthorized setting of fires, immigration violations and violations to the ESA. Although a language
barrier did exist between the officers and the Haitian fishermen officers were able to collect vital infor-
mation related to the impact to the resource.

FWO observed several goat herds on the island, documented feral cats and what appears to be one feral
dog, which was spotted near the lighthouse area of Navassa Island NWR. Signs of recent migrant
landings were observed and documented by officers on the walls of the lighthouse left by Cuban
nationals who entered the refuge illegally in December 2014. The island refuge is one remarkable land-
mark as viewed by officers from the helicopter used to conduct the mission. The island’s geographic
locations relative to other refuges within the Caribbean Islands Complex make it difficult for continuous
law enforcement actions by service officers, nonetheless the islands resources have not been significantly

impacted by visitors from nearby countries.

Evidence of fishing violations found on the
FWO Wolfrom and some Haitian fishermen island












