
Malheur National Wildlife Refuge 

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service

Malheur NWR is seeking a GL-9 
Federal Wildlife Officer (FWO) to 
join our team. The refuge, which is 
approximately 187,000 acres in size, 
lies in the remote high desert of 
Harney County, in beautiful SE Oregon.

The Law Enforcement program 
encompasses a wide variety of duties 
including fish and wildlife protection, 
preservation of cultural resources, and 
safeguarding visitors and employees.
The officer selected must be self-
motivated, and will work as an 
integral team member with all refuge 
programs.

The FWO will be stationed at 
Malheur NWR, but may also share 
law enforcement duties at the nearby 
Sheldon - Hart Mountain National 
Wildlife Refuge Complex. https://
www.fws.gov/refuge/Hart_Mountain/
About_the_Complex.html There 
will also be opportunities for detail 
assignments throughout Interior 
Regions 9 and 12 and beyond. 
With a smaller number of FWOs in 

R1, opportunities for instructor 
certifications are not uncommon.

Living and Family Considerations

Harney County is roughly the size of 
Rhode Island, with a population of 
approximately 7,000 people. Most
area residents live in the Burns/
Hines community, which serves as 
a regional hub. The Burns/Hines 
area is a full service town with all 
the basic amenities. Larger towns 
of Bend and Ontario Oregon are 130 
miles away. However, Amazon and 
FedEx/UPS frequently deliver in a 
timely manner.

Harney County has a regional, full 
service, hospital that was remodeled 
in 2007. Specialized health care
providers are readily available in 
Bend Oregon. http://www.harneydh.
com/

There are a variety of K-12 
educational opportunities; from one 
room school houses, to a boarding 

high school in Crane, OR and the 
Burns Regional School District. 
http://www.harneyesd.k12.or.us/
Burns/Hines and the surrounding 
small communities have a number of 
places of worship. The outdoor
recreational opportunities (hunting, 
fishing, camping, etc.) are vast and 
varied. If you want to live in an
area that has a nice small town feel, 
and a relatively low cost of living, 
then Harney County Oregon is a
great option. 

For further information on the duties 
of the position, the Malheur NWR 
and/or living in Harney County,
or if you have questions about the 
illegal occupation of the Refuge 
Headquarters, please feel free to 
contact us:

SFWO John Megan (541) 493-4243 
or (541) 589-0546

FWZO Ray Portwood (208) 467-9279 
or (208) 249-9668


