
Fire Management on Refuges
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Fire Management
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Management Coordinator, Region 3



Natural Role of Fire

Red Rock Lakes NWR



Mosaic



St Croix WMD Biomass Utilization Project to 

Reduce Hazardous Fuel and Restore Oak Savanna

Oak Savanna 1958 Oak Savanna in Hiding - 2007





During – the trees are then chipped into a pile



A FWS employee stands atop the 900-ton pile of wood chips resulting from 

this project.  Soon the trucks will arrive to haul the chips to the plant where 

the biomass will be converted to electricity and heat.



Stimulates growth

Prescribed Fire, Sacramento NWR



Food







Habitat



Hazard Fuel









Wildfire



Fire Management History



Complexity

Outside San Diego NWR



Climate Change - Fire Trend GraphFWS Wildfires and Acres Burned
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WUIMerritt Island NWR, FL





Fuels

Moapa NWR



Interagency Capacity

Turnbull NWR



Fire Management Strategy



Improve Fire Prevention & 

Appropriate Mgmt of Wildland Fires
Suppression

Evans Road Fire, Pocosin Lakes NWR, 2008



Reduce Hazardous Fuels & 

Restore, Rehabilitate, & Maintain 

Fire-adapted Ecosystems

Fuels

Buenos Aires NWR, AZ



WUIPromote Community Assistance

MS. Sandhill Crane NWR, MS



Improve Human Capital and 

Workforce Management
Workforce

Blue Goose Development Crew, WA, 2007



Improve Awareness & OutreachOutreach

WUI Education Event, CA, 2007



What Can You Do To Help?



Education

• Education

Crab Orchard NWR

Quivera, NWR



Volunteer

Southeast Louisiana NWRC



Support RX

Crab Orchard NWR





Questions?

Okefenokee NWR, GA


