
 

New Deputy Chief of Refuge System 

Shaun Sanchez brings rare experience from all three levels of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

to his new position as deputy chief of the National Wildlife Refuge System.  He assumed the 

position of second-in-command in October.  

  

Over his Service career, Sanchez has worked in four regions.  Most recently, he was chief of the 

Refuge System Division of Budget, Performance, and Workforce. In that post, he helped set and 

manage annual Refuge System performance measures and direct a comprehensive evaluation of 

the Refuge System’s overall effectiveness in delivering its mission.   

 

Earlier in his career, he has served as deputy assistant regional director in the Southeast regional 

office in Atlanta; manager at Desert National Wildlife Refuge Complex in Nevada; deputy 

refuge manager at Yukon Delta Refuge in Alaska; and refuge manager at Anahuac Refuge in 

Texas. 
 

Shaun began his Service career as a student trainee at two Southwestern refuges. He holds a 

biology degree from New Mexico Highlands University.  Sanchez is the son of Martin and Joyce 

Sanchez of Las Vegas, N.M.  

  
 


