2011 Vision Process:  Just a Click Away

“There are two things that interest me,” wrote conservationist Aldo Leopold, “the relation of people to each other, and the relation of people to land.”

That concept is evident online at www.americaswildlife.org, where U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service employees, Refuge System Friends and others discuss a strategic direction for the Refuge System for the next decade or so.  The Web site’s blog allows people to share news and observations about wildlife conservation. 
The Web site allows people to create their own vision wish list and comment on the documents drafted by five Core Teams in topic areas: conservation planning and delivery; conservation design; conservation science; relevance to a changing America; and leadership and organizational excellence.  The resulting vision document will be largely complete when more than 1,200 people gather in Madison, WI, in mid-July for the Conserving the Future: Wildlife Refuges and the Next Generation conference.  The vision document will set the strategic direction for the Refuge System for the next decade or so, and it will also set the tone and direction for Friends groups and supporters.

 “We look forward to hearing robust discussion online,” says National Wildlife Refuge System chief Greg Siekaniec.  
As a partner in the process, the National Wildlife Refuge Association (NWRA) has met with about 60 Friends groups, Service retirees, organizations that belong to the Cooperative Alliance for Refuge Enhancement (CARE) and other non-governmental organizations. The NWRA, which is a partner in the development of the Web site, has gathered hundreds of comments to be integrated into the vision document. 

The July 2011 conference also will reach out to youth, partially to create awareness about natural resource career paths.
“We’re calling this whole process ‘Conserving the Future.’  It is no accident, though, that we have a secondary – but equally important – tagline to the conference name, and that is ‘wildlife refuges and the next generation,’ ” says Siekaniec. “The conference is building on the conservation legacy we have inherited from giants like Aldo Leopold.  But wildlife conservation can thrive only if the next generation is as passionate as our historic leaders were.”
