Sit Back and Learn

You don’t have to travel to the National Conservation Training Center in Shepherdstown, WV, to benefit from the first-ever Urban Academy, September 23-25.  Sponsored by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, the training will help Friends, staff and partners better understand cultural diversity and engage new, urban audiences.  The training is coming to you through several livestreamed sessions.
The Urban Academy is one element of the multi-faceted Urban Wildlife Refuge Initiative launched by the Service in recognition that 80 percent of Americans live in big and little cities and may not fully participate in wildlife conservation and recreation. Through the Initiative, the Service is working to make its programs far more relevant to millions of Americans.  

The full Urban Academy agenda is online at http://AmericasWildlife.org/urban-academy/. All sessions listed as taking place in the Robert Byrd Auditorium are scheduled to be livestreamed.  Among the sessions – all listed in Eastern time -- are: 
· Monday, September 23, 2 p.m.: “What a Changing America Means to Conservation,” presented by Trust for Public Land CEO Will Rogers and Rice University sociology professor Steve Murdock, who is a former chief of the U.S. Census Bureau.
· Monday, September 23, 4 p.m.: Overview of urban audience research.

· Tuesday, September 24, 8:15 a.m.: “Overcoming Barriers to Engage Urban Audiences” panel 

· Wednesday, September 25, 8:10 a.m.: “Urban Voices”

· Wednesday, September 25, 3 p.m.: U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Director Dan Ashe  
For more information about the Urban Academy, part of the Refuge System’s Conserving the Future vision, write to conservingthefuture@fws.gov.
