Sample Letter to the Editor

This can be signed by a Friends president or a volunteer; make sure that you add the person’s title along with the name.  Many newspapers have more space for Letters to the Editor than for op-ed pieces, so this might have a better chance of publication.
Send to the “Letter to the Editor editor” of your daily or weekly newspaper editor.  Check on your community newspaper’s Web site to understand how Letters to the Editor should be delivered.  Such pieces usually need to be sent at least a week in advance of the desired publication date, and may well require even more advance planning.  Follow up your mailing with a phone call to the Letter to the Editor editor. 
With more than 550 National Wildlife Refuges across the country, you can discover a whole new universe by visiting wildlife refuges (find one at www.fws.gov/refuges).  Better yet, start this National Wildlife Refuge Week, October 14-20, by staying close to home and visiting (add name of your refuge.)

The National Wildlife Refuge System is dedicated to conserving wildlife and their homes. Across the country, wildlife refuges provide essential habitats for millions of migratory birds and provide safe homes for hundreds of threatened and endangered species.  (In a sentence or two, tell about a species that is special at your wildlife refuge.)

(Name of your refuge) offers an unexplored world within our own community.  Consider the world-class recreation (name of refuge) offers:  Give examples of two events or types of seasonal recreation your refuge offers.
Visiting (add name of your refuge and its Web site URL ) is like taking a trip back in time to see native plants and animals that have lived in our community long, long before any of us did.  At (name of your refuge), you can create lasting memories with family and friends.  
During National Wildlife Refuge Week, you might consider helping to conserve wildlife and their habitats by volunteering at the refuge or joining our Friends group, (provide name of refuge Friends group and contact information, especially a Web site).  
If you love wildlife and the great outdoors, you’ll love exploring (name of your refuge).  National wildlife refuges are close, wild – and yours.  Come explore breath-taking nature as it was meant to be seen. 

