Sample Op-Ed
This can be signed by your Friends president or a volunteer.  
Send to the “op-ed editor” of your daily or weekly newspaper editor.  Check on your community newspaper’s Web site to understand how op-ed should be delivered.  Such pieces usually need to be sent at least a week in advance of the desired publication date, and may well require even more advance planning.  Follow up your mailing with a phone call to the op-ed editor.
Visit the Symbol of the Blue Goose

The Blue Goose has been the symbol of the National Wildlife Refuge System since it was drawn by Pulitzer Prize-winning cartoonist J.N. “Ding” Darling more than 65 years ago.  More than a half-century ago, renowned author Rachel Carson wrote, “Whenever you meet this sign, respect it. It means that the land behind the sign has been dedicated by the American people to preserving, for themselves and their children, as much of our native wildlife as can be retained along with modern civilization."
The sentiment is equally true today as we celebrate National Wildlife Refuge Week, October 14-20.

Clean air and water. Abundant wildlife.  World-class recreation. They all flow from the National Wildlife Refuge System, the nation’s premier network of lands and waters dedicated to the health of our nation’s wildlife.  (Insert name of your refuge) is one of 556 wildlife refuges spanning the country.
(Insert a sentence about your refuge and the kinds of wildlife protected/seen there.  Add sentence about your volunteers and/or your Friends group.  Add sentence about a major project of your Friends group/volunteers. Keep all this information simple, straightforward and short – but also make the language vivid.)

We’ve got great activities planned for Refuge Week. (Add one example of a Refuge Week activity.)

But the work of national wildlife refuges goes beyond one week a year.  Throughout its 109-year history, the Refuge System has ensured the health of our nation’s wild creatures.  After all, the American character has been molded by its connections with the land; its spirit has been fortified by a close connection to the wild creatures.  Visit (insert name of your refuge) to see for yourself the legacy of healthy habitats, open spaces and robust wildlife populations we have inherited.  Wildlife refuges are national treasures – gifts we give to ourselves and to generations not yet born.
