Eight New Moth Species Discovered in Hawaii 
Researchers from the University of Hawaii have discovered eight new moth species on three islands within Papahānaumokuākea Marine National Monument, species found nowhere else in the world.  Researchers Patrick Schmitz and Daniel Rubinoff, who published their findings in the October issue of Zootaxa, believe these species may be descendants of species that colonized the Hawaiian archipelago more than 5 million years ago.   
All of the new species are in the genus Hyposmocoma, a group found only in the Hawaiian Islands.  “I am certain more species are waiting to be discovered in the Monument,” said Rubinoff, “since we’ve found hard evidence of their caterpillars and know them to be unique.”  Before this study, only one species of Hyposmocoma had been identified in the Northwestern Hawaiian Islands.  
Papahānaumokuākea Marine National Monument is cooperatively managed by the Refuge System, the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, in close cooperation the State of Hawaii.  For more information about the marine national monument, go to www.papahanaumokuakea.gov.
