Fighting Fire with Fire 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service has turned to the medium that kids love -- video games – to encourage them to go outside and learn about the environment.  Designed for youngsters 8 to 11, the online game, Neighborhood Explorers, is available at the Service’s Let’s Go Outside! Web site, http://www.fws.gov/letsgooutside/. 
Neighborhood Explorers provides an excellent educational opportunity.  By participating, kids learn about nature and are encouraged to spend more time outside.  Children can also learn about problems that the environment is facing and ways to help solve the problems.

The journey through the game begins when you meet three children – Mia, Lucy and Steve – who gather in a tree house and talk about all the fun outdoor activities they did over the summer.  They form a Neighborhood Explorers Club, called the NX Club, and share information about planting gardens with native plants, backyard bird watching and urban wildlife.  By exploring the tree house with the cursor, kids can learn about endangered species, conservation heroes and threats to the natural world.  Then they can play a Jeopardy-like trivia game.  

 

Other activities include recording nature sightings in their backyards, a race against time to find a missing praying mantis in the midst of an urban neighborhood, and identifying birds.  At the end of the game, youngsters can receive a gold, silver or bronze patch, depending on points scored.  Every game is a fun challenge as well as a valuable educational experience.  Players can also receive patches for documenting environmental projects and local wildlife.     

 

When kids earn all five patches, they can receive a free tree from the Arbor Day Foundation.  After earning all five patches, youngsters will be directed to the Arbor Day Foundation Web site, where they can provide name and address to get the free tree and directions for planting.  Only 450 trees are available.  
 

