One Egg Could Mean Another

For the first time in more than 125 years, a common guillemot, or murre, laid an egg on Matinicus Rock, one of 50 islands in the Maine Coastal Islands National Wildlife Refuge.  The egg was found next to a group of decoy murres. Sadly, the egg was broken and eaten, probably by a gull.  But the fact that it showed up at all is significant.  

“It’s definitely a big deal,” says Brian Benedict, deputy manager of the refuge. “Everything that we’re doing along the coast is trying to maintain the diversity of seabird nesting colonies.”

In the 1800s, these colonial nesting birds were hunted for meat and eggs; the murres were extirpated from the state of Maine by the 1870s.  The National Audubon Society’s Seabird Restoration Program and the refuge have been working for 17 years to bring the murres back to the islands by using social attraction systems such as decoys and sound systems.  For the past several years, murres have been visiting Matinicus Rock.  

Although it is too late for any more eggs this season, Steven Kress, director of the National Audubon Society program, says, “This egg gives us great encouragement to step up the attraction program to get this pair and others to nest next summer.”
