Michigan’s First Wetland of International Importance

Humbug Marsh on Detroit River International Wildlife Refuge has become Michigan’s first Wetland of International Importance under the Ramsar Convention.  The marsh serves as vital habitat for 51 species of fish, 90 species of plants, 154 species of birds, seven species of reptiles and amphibians, and 37 species of dragonflies and damselflies. 

Humbug Marsh is the 27th Ramsar site to be listed in the U.S. and joins approximately 1,880 sites listed worldwide.  The Ramsar Convention is an international treaty that was signed in Ramsar, Iran, in 1971 to encourage voluntary protection of wetlands.  Countries that sign the treaty demonstrate their commitment to conserve wetlands as a contribution toward sustainable development throughout the world.  
 

To receive this prestigious designation, a wetland must meet at least one of nine criteria, such as supporting rare species, providing a significant hydrological function, or serving as essential habitat for large numbers of fish and waterfowl.  Humbug Marsh met five of the nine criteria.  
