National Wildlife Refuge System Names New Chief 

Of Division of Budget, Performance and Workforce

Mendel Stewart, manager of the Sand Francisco Bay Refuge Complex since 2005, has been named the National Wildlife Refuge System’s chief of the Division of Budget, Performance and Workforce.  He will take over the Refuge System headquarters position in mid-June. 

While supervising the San Francisco Bay Refuge Complex, made up of seven refuges, Stewart oversaw the planning and first phase implementation of the 15,000-acre South Bay Salt Pond Restoration project ─ the largest wetland restoration project on the West Coast. The project aims to restore tidal marsh that provides important habitat for species including the endangered California clapper rail and helps trap carbon dioxide ─a greenhouse gas.  

Stewart began his U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service career in 1984 as a biological technician in Atlanta.  A year later, he took his first refuge manager post at Merritt Island National Wildlife Refuge in Florida, where he helped build a vigorous volunteer program. He has served as refuge manager at Hobe Sound Refuge, FL, and San Diego Refuge Complex, CA, where he oversaw land acquisition planning on 43,000 acres.  

Stewart is a member of the Refuge System’s Conserving the Future Urban Wildlife Refuge Initiative implementation team. The team is developing a 10-year strategic plan to better serve diverse city dwellers.  
Stewart is also a veteran of the Refuge System headquarters, where he served from 1995 to mid-2000. When Congress passed the National Wildlife Refuge System Improvement Act of 1997, Stewart crisscrossed the country, training refuge managers and Service staff on the law and its implications.

He holds an undergraduate degree in biology from Western Kentucky University and a master’s degree in public administration from the University of Memphis. In 1999 he received the Hammer Award for his efforts to cut government costs and boost efficiency in the Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program, a voluntary land protection program for environmentally sensitive lands.  More recently he helped establish and lead the Bay Area Ecosystem Climate Change Consortium ─ a climate change science support organization in the San Francisco Bay area for land managers and policy makers.   

