New Chief for Division of Visitor Services and Communications
Wildlife biologist and conservation leader Marcia L. Pradines, from Harpers Ferry, W.V., has been named chief of the Division of Visitor Services and Communications for the National Wildlife Refuge System.  
As division chief, Pradines will oversee the implementation of the Refuge’s System Conserving the Future management vision.  She also will oversee the national refuge Friends programs, among other duties.  

Pradines previously served as deputy chief of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s Division of Migratory Bird Management. There, working with other federal agencies, including the Bureau of Land Management and the National Park Service, and partner organizations, she reviewed the status of regulations protecting migratory birds. She helped develop policy on such issues as how to reduce bird deaths from wind turbines, communication towers and accidental snaring by commercial fisheries. 
An outdoor enthusiast who enjoys fly fishing, whitewater kayaking and upland bird hunting, among other activities, Pradines has experience in budget management and leader recruitment.  
“We will succeed in protecting and improving the nation's resources not only by using the best science available,” says Pradine, “but also by inviting people who have never experienced the outdoors to taste what nature has to offer.  People care most about what they enjoy ─ whether it's hiking, bird watching or waterfowl hunting. National wildlife refuges are the perfect places for everyone across the country to be inspired by nature and become stewards of our country's resources.”
Before joining the Service, Pradines held leadership positions at the Wildlife Habitat Council in Silver Spring, Md., and the Pennsylvania Wildlife Center. 

Pradines holds a master’s degree in wildlife management from West Virginia University and a bachelor’s degree in biology from the University of Pittsburgh.
